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English


( Read song verses and letters written by Gold Rush miners about their experiences.


( Postcards Home. Write a postcard to home from the mining camp explaining day-to-day life.


( Write a song verse telling of experiences on the journey to California.


( Practice using vocabulary words learned in the Gold Rush unit by writing original sentences for them.


( Write a newspaper article about one cultural group involved in the Gold Rush.








Math & Science


( Challenge problem solving brainteasers using Gold Rush statistics, one per day as the daily “extra credit” math assignment.


( Measurement and multiplication exercise to determine weight in ounces and value in dollars of a given amount of “gold.”


( What’s the difference? Activity compares gold and fools gold using periodic table of elements.


(Why gold?  Through scientific exploration of the properties of gold, students discover why people value gold.








Art & Music


(Stake a claim on the art of the Rush. View and analyze pictures of period paintings of the Gold Rush in an art appreciation exercise.


(Postcards Home. View pictures of period Gold Rush postcards and create an original to use in writing exercise.


(Cultures of Gold Rush Music. Explore multiculturalism listening to and reading folk songs by California Gold Rush miners.


(The Gold Rush Rocked. Listening and Singing; Gold Rush folk songs.





Social Studies


( Vocabulary terminology for the Gold Rush, discuss and study.


( Read;as home work, and together in class, Chapter 5, lessons 3-4, of students’ fourth grade text, “Oh, California.”


( Students answer “Oh, California” textbook questions as homework.  Review in class discussion.


( To the Gold Rush. Small group, class-work activity; reviewing and presenting experiences traveling routes to the Gold Rush.


( Dreams and Realities. Compare / Contrast class discussion.


( Staking a Claim. Students experience panning for gold.


( Everybody’s Gold. Research one cultural group involved in the Gold Rush and write a newspaper article, class-work and homework.


( Gold Rush Quiz.
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( Introductory Lesson Slide Presentation. Initial opportunity for students to connect and learn about the topic  through imagery, text, music, discussion, and reflection.
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http://www.ncgold.com/goldrushtown/photoalbum.html
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Technology


( Internet Webquest challenge.  Learn about the Gold Rush during an on-line exploration.








