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Subject:  Social Studies.  Although this lesson focuses on social studies objectives, it serves as an introductory lesson for a thematic unit that will include lessons in Social Studies, Language Arts, Math, Science, Art, and Music.

Topic:  Introduction to a Gold Rush Thematic Unit for a 4th grade class, integrated with students in English Language Development and/or Special Education programs. 

Grade Four Content Standards

Students explain the economic, social, and political life in California from the establishment of the Bear Flag Republic through the Mexican-American War, the Gold Rush, and the granting of statehood.

4.3.1 Compare how and why people traveled to California and the routes they traveled.

4.3.2 Analyze the effects of the Gold Rush on settlements, daily life, politics, and the physical environment.
Content Objectives:

(Student will discuss prior knowledge of the California Gold Rush.

(Student will demonstrate an understanding of the concept that the California Gold Rush was when many people came from around the world to California in search of gold, in the years following the 1848 discovery of gold in California.

(Student will demonstrate knowledge of time of California Gold Rush in relation to other points in California history previously known by the student.

Language Objectives:

(Demonstrate terminology needed to begin studying about the California Gold Rush, including the following words: gold, mineral, metal, and Gold Rush.

(Demonstrate terminology needed to follow directions of lesson, including but not limited to the following words:  rush, yellow, nature, worth, ounce, piece, used, everyday, race, prize, thousands, cry, around the world, and discovered.

Learning Strategies:

(Students will work in a class discussion setting.  

(There will be group and individual activities.

(Students will utilize props and realia representing concepts.

(Students will have opportunities to discuss concepts during lesson activities.

(Students will explore concepts interactively during discussion of pictures and text exemplifying the California Gold Rush

(Students will utilize a guided note taking graphic organizer to write notes on lesson.

Materials:

( Guided note taking graphic organizer copies.

( Power Point or transparency slide show outlining lesson with text and graphics and projector to show them.

( Objects to utilize in demonstrating concepts, including simulated gold nuggets, gold jewelry, gold tipped electronics cables, and a world globe labeled for lesson. 

Procedures:

( Class discussion guided by the teacher presenting Power Point or transparency slides. 

(See attached, detailed procedures for Introductory Gold Rush presentation).

(Students individually complete, with assistance from teacher and peers, notes on Gold Rush presentation using a guided note taking graphic organizer.

(Students evaluate themselves by self-checking their class notes as teacher and class correct and discuss the class notes together.

(For extension, in small group discussions, students reflect on the Gold Rush pictures they see and music they hear during presentation.

Gold Rush Thematic Unit

Introductory Lesson Slide Presentation Procedures

        This 40-minute lesson serves to introduce the California Gold Rush thematic unit.  The format of the lesson is a class discussion guided by the teacher presenting Power Point or transparency slides.  It outlines the major topics that will be discussed and helps the teacher gain a further understanding of the students’ prior knowledge.  Some key vocabulary words are introduced as well.  The number of technical vocabulary words introduced in this lesson is limited; the full vocabulary will be introduced later.  Some more common vocabulary words that may require attention, especially with ELL students, will be discussed, as needed; many of these words are printed in bold text on the presentation slides.  These more common words are to be pre-taught in small group ELD lessons, as needed.  The following is an explanation of the text and pictures that are to be used in the slide presentation.

Slide One

Gold Rush Week.

We will be studying the California Gold Rush this week.

Let’s look at what we will study in Social Studies, Language Arts, Science, Math, Art, and Music.

          The class will have discussed, on the previous Friday, that the California Gold Rush is the theme that will be studied this week.  On that Friday, the students will have shared, in a class discussion, what they had previously known.  This slide serves as a reminder and to help them focus their attention on this lesson.

Slide Two

What is gold?

Gold is a metal, which is also a mineral.

Gold is usually a yellow color.

Gold is found in nature.

     In science the students will have previously started to study minerals.  This slide introduces that lessons, in science this week, will include study about the mineral, gold.  A chemistry definition of gold will be studied in those later lessons.  Here the class will discuss more common concepts of what the word gold means and what gold is.  The words metal, mineral, yellow, and nature may also need attention, depending on prior knowledge of students.

     Although the students’ prior knowledge of the Gold Rush and terminology associated with it will be varied, it can be assumed that students will commonly have had backgrounds that include exposure to the English word and / or substance, gold.  Starting this lesson by discussing gold may help many students connect to the theme because of their prior “real-life” knowledge of what gold is.       

Slide Three

Is gold worth a lot of money?

How much is this one ounce piece of gold worth?

How about these bigger ones?
     This slide continues to assist students in developing a connection to the theme by discussing the relative high value of gold, another concept that can be assumed to often be universally known.  The pictures of gold nuggets on this slide are to be complemented by showing and passing around props, “pieces of gold,” and discussing what their value would be, if they were real (not just spray painted rocks).  The teacher could look up the actual price of gold for the day by searching the Internet for “real-time market gold price,” or could use an average of $400 per ounce in 2004.  Three different “gold nuggets” are to be shown: a one-ounce piece worth $400, a five-ounce piece worth $2,000, and a 35-ounce piece worth $14,000.  The value of gold will be explored further in math and science.  The term, gold nugget, is left out of this lesson to limit the number of new vocabulary words to be introduced.  The words worth and one ounce piece may also need attention, depending on prior knowledge of students.

Slide Four
How is gold used?

     Students will be encouraged to share what they already know about current uses of gold.  The pictures on this slide exemplify some uses of gold, and are to be supplemented with realia such as gold jewelry and gold tipped stereo/TV connection cables.   Current and historical uses will be further explored in other lessons during the week.  The value and usefulness of gold not only helps the students gain a connection to the study of the Gold Rush, but also to gain an understanding of the term Gold Rush, and its related concepts.  The word used may also need attention, depending on prior knowledge of students.

Slide Five
What is rush?

What do people rush to do everyday?

Would you rush in a race with lots of money as a prize?
     Discussing the word rush, by answering the questions posed in this slide, should help students (even if they already know the definition of it) better understand the term Gold Rush, as a base for a future conceptual understanding about why people became involved in it, which will be addressed in later lessons.  To further help students understand rush, have two or three students race to see who can tag something first; this does not have to be a running race since what they need to tag can be placed only a few feet away from them.  Discuss how the students rushed in this race.  Pictures in the slide of people rushing are also to be discussed as examples.  The words everyday, race, and prize may also need attention, depending on prior knowledge of students.

Slide Six

What was the California Gold Rush?

Thousands of people rushed to California to look for gold!

 How many people actually found gold during the Gold Rush?
     Although students may discuss anything they already know about what the Gold Rush was, the objective of this slide is that the students will be able to state that the Gold Rush was when many people came to California because they thought they could find gold. Pictures show crowds of people trying to find gold.  More detailed information about this subject will be presented during this unit. The word thousands may also need attention, depending on prior knowledge of students.

Slide Seven

Where did all the people Rush from?

The cry of  “Gold, gold, gold” was heard all around the world!
   Pictures on this slide are of people with various ethnicities traveling by sea and land; the concept of how people traveled is to be discussed in other lessons of this unit.   At this time, where they traveled from is to be introduced in a discussion of the pictures and a globe (that will be passed around the class) with markings on California, Europe, China, Mexico, South America, Missouri and New York representing some of the places around the world from which people came.  Students may have backgrounds related to these areas (California for sure), sharing these may help them connect with the theme.

Slide Eight
When did the California Gold Rush happen?

Gold was discovered in California in 1848.
     A timeline displaying the time of the Gold Rush in relation to other points in California history that the students have studied is the picture to be discussed on this slide.  A conceptual understanding of when this took place is what this slide should help the students gain.  The word discovered may also need attention, depending on prior knowledge of students.

Slide Nine

What else have you heard about gold and the California Gold Rush?

What do you want to learn about it?

     Discussion for this slide provides another opportunity for students to share, and the teacher to analyze, prior knowledge of the theme.  

Slides Ten - Thirty

Let’s look at some pictures and listen 

 to some songs from the California Gold Rush.

     These last 20 slides show a variety of pictures from Internet websites about the California Gold Rush which exhibit the lives of the people involved in the California Gold Rush.  The music is era folk songs from northern California downloaded (free and legally) from the Library of Congress website.  The pictures and music provide further introduction to the California Gold Rush.  In small groups, following this lesson, students will self-correct their class notes as teacher and class correct and discuss, and will reflect on what they saw and heard.  Small groups may also be utilized, as needed, for more individualized follow up on concepts and vocabulary.





















This week we will study __________________________________________________________ .








Other notes:





What is gold?


Gold is a ����_________________ , which is also a ________________.





Gold is usually a ______________ color.





Gold is found in _____________________.





Other notes: 





Is gold worth a lot of money?





How much is a one ounce piece of gold worth?





How about bigger ones?





Other notes: 








How is gold used?

















Other notes:








What is rush?





What do people have to rush to do everyday?





Would you rush in a race with lots of money as a prize?





Other notes:





What was the California Gold Rush?





_________________ of people rushed to California to _______________________!





 How many people actually found gold during the Gold Rush?





Other notes:





Where did all the people Rush from?











The cry of  “________________________” was heard ___________________________________!





Other notes:





When did the California Gold Rush happen?











Gold was _______________________ in California in _____________________.





Other notes:





Write about what you notice in the Gold Rush Pictures.














Write about what you notice in the Gold Rush songs.
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Date:





Introduction to the California Gold Rush


Class Notes








