Speech and Language Intervention Responsibilities 

Concerning Students with Learning Disabilities
Keith Stenger

July 31, 2004

Chapman University 

Introduction

     The No Child Left Behind Act and the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act mandate the provision of full participation and equal accountability for students with learning disabilities.  This requires teachers to use proven, inclusive teaching methods.  There are a significant number of reported validated practices to use with students with a learning disability (National Center for Learning Disabilities (NCLD), 2004).  This paper focuses on specific teaching methods for students with learning disabilities who are in need of help in learning and developing speech and language skills.

General Responsibilities
     These are some general responsibilities of teachers when working with students in need of speech and language development services.  Modeling appropriate speech not only instructs students by example, but also sends a message that communication skills are important.  Consulting and collaborating with the speech therapist, including developing compatible goals, objectives, and interventions, contributes to more effective coordinated instruction of skills.  Because progress for these children may be slow, regular reinforcement to help with motivation is very important (Haas, Hall, & Oyer, 2001).  Other general responsibilities include implementing proven teaching methods and employing technology to maximize learning and achievement (NCLD, 2004).

Classroom Modifications
     The following classroom modifications, useful for helping students in language development, are selected from a list of learning tips and strategies published by the Learning Disabilities Association of California (2004).

· Give instructions in several modalities:  written, spoken, demonstrative.

· Use visuals with lectures.

· Provide tutoring assistance.

· Avoid giving too much information too fast to prevent “overload.”

· Break tasks into small steps.

· Give students extra time to formulate a response.

· Give written instructions to reinforce oral instructions.

· Have students repeat directions back to you for understanding (page 1).

Strategies to Promote Speech Development
      Christie, Enz, and Vukelich (2002) reported the following strategies for teachers to help students with oral language development problems.

· Collaborate with the speech and language pathologist in selecting activities, materials, and games that promote language development.

· Model appropriate grammar, rhythm, tone, and syntax.

· Keep directions simple, brief, and to the point.

· For students who have difficulty expressing them selves, do not rely solely on open-ended questions.  Use yes or no questions that are easier to answer.

· When students with speech problems speak, give them your full attention and ensure that other students do the same.

· Errors should not be criticized.  Pay attention to the content of the child’s message.

· Give children with special needs multiple opportunities across the day to converse with you.

· Encourage parents to routinely engage in conversations using children’s new words, experiences, and relationships (pg. 189).     

Teacher Presentation
     Keller (2004) stated the following strategies for teaching students with learning disabilities.

· Always ask questions in a clarifying manner, and then have the students with learning disabilities describe his or her understanding of the questions.

· Reduce course load for students with learning disabilities.

· Keep oral instructions logical and concise.

· Give assignments both in written and oral form.

· Present new and or technical vocabulary on the chalkboard or overhead.

· Talk distinctly and at a rate that the student with a learning disability can follow.

· Offer to read written material aloud, when necessary.

· Read aloud material that is written on the chalkboard and on the overhead transparencies.

· Suggest that students use both visual and auditory senses when reading text.

· Choose books with a reduced number of difficult words, direct non convoluted syntax, and passages that deliver clear meaning (page 3).

Comprehension Strategies
     The following strategies, suggested by coping.org (Messina, 2004), are intended for helping students with learning disabilities improve their comprehension.

· Teach the student to use context clues to identify the meaning of words and phrases not known.

· Prerecord the student’s reading material and have him/her listen to the recording while simultaneously reading the material.

· Outline reading material for the student using words and phrases on his/her reading level.

· Have the student take notes while reading in order to increase comprehension.

· Teach the student to draw from personal learning experiences to enhance comprehension of reading material.

· Have the student verbally paraphrase material just read.

· Underline or highlight important points before the student reads the material silently.

· Stop the student at various points throughout a reading selection to check for comprehension.

· Reduce the amount of information on a page if it is causing visual distractions for the student (e.g. less print to read, fewer pictures, etc.).  Have the student listen and take notes when concepts are being presented using the “What, How, Where, and Why” outline form.

· Have students map reading materials using the outline form (pgs. 12-13).
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