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The objective of this activity is to use assessment data and develop a comprehensive instructional program for the English learner described.

The setting is a school site that has all the resources available to ensure success for the EL. Use your own grade level to describe the current daily program would look like. Describe the student's elementary/middle/high school program. Base your descriptions of the instructional practices on theoretical principles. State the rationale for the approach used. Include classroom assessment and parent involvement Remember to identify the student's grade placement.

Susana has just move from Mexico City to your school. She attended a public school in Mexico and her grades demonstrate average work. Her language assessment in Spanish indicates that she is at speech emergence. Upon further investigating, the mother informs that Susana has an older cousin that is bilingual and taught her some English. Susana's literacy skills are adequate for her age and grade. She appears a little shy and speaks in a tiny voice. Her parents have immigrated to the U. S. because her father became unemployed. His degree is in engineering. Neither parent speaks English. Mother's education is to the 6th grade. There are no relatives living in the area. Susana is the oldest of three children. (Hernandez, 2005)
Initial Assessment

· Susanna will be entering school, from Mexico, in the 4th grade.

· Review the previously administered language assessment, which indicated Susana’s English level to be at Speech Emergence, for details that indicate specific strengths and needs.

· Administer Assessments in English and Spanish.

· Administer California assessment.

· Administer informal assessments:  Reading inventory, miscue analysis, writing, spelling, speaking, listening comprehension, and performance based assessment.

· Have student complete a self-evaluation.

· Interview student for background information, such as culture, interests, and family.

· Interview family for background information and to determine desires and needs concerning student’s education.

· From her schooling through 3rd grade in Mexico, review work samples, grade reports  (which initially indicate an average performance), and other available documentation.

Initial Program Placement Decision

· For Spanish speaking students, the school district offers Bi-lingual Education programs and immersion (instruction in English language), English Language Development in pull-out and general education class settings, including Specially Designed Academic Instruction In English (SDAIE) programs.

· Discuss options with parents and Susana for their decision on program placement. Discuss issues such as the following to help them make a decision:

· The possibility of it taking about 3 years for Susanna to reach Basic Interpersonal Communication Skills (BICS), and up to 7 years for Cognitive/Academic Language Proficiency (CALP).

· The school’s SDAIE program provides highly contextual instructional strategies to help her succeed through instruction in English language.

· The school also offers a supplemental pullout English Language Development (ELD) program for students in SDAIE.

· The school offers opportunities for interaction in an integrated general English-speaking classroom for students in the Bi-lingual program.

· After school tutoring support is also available.

· Her previous years of learning in the Spanish language will be valuable in learning both academic content and English language.

· Literacy and other content knowledge learned in a Bi-lingual Education program should carry over to Instruction in English, as her English language develops.

Elementary School (4th-6th grade)

· Formal and informal assessment continues.

· During Susanna’s elementary school years, she will be offered a Transitional Bi-lingual program (usually for up to 3 years) or the SDAIE program, with pull-out ELD support.

· After school tutoring support is also available.

· In either program, the instructional strategies shall emphasize grade level academic content per California standards, while she is learning English.

· The California ELD standards are aimed at Susanna’s ELD level, rather than her grade level.

· She may begin at the Speech Emergence level (Level #3), if her complete assessment concurs with the initial assessment.

· Learning activities, especially when presented in English, will be highly contextualized to provide clues to deeper understanding.

· Content reading and other study material will be adapted to meet the student’s needs, but the standards that the lessons address will not be reduced during her initial experiences in her new school.

· Multicultural activities are integrated throughout lessons to draw on the student’s background to help her personally connect to the concepts being taught.

· Project based assessment, portfolios, observations, and other alternative assessments will be utilized, with standardized testing to evaluate progress levels of English language skills and academic content knowledge, in ongoing evaluations of progress.  This assessment also serves as a basis for a determination of appropriateness of placement for Susanna.

Middle School (7th-8th grade)

· Formal and informal assessment continues.

· A Maintenance Bi-lingual Education program is offered as a choice, as is the SDAIE program. The Maintenance Bi-lingual program is offered to Spanish language students who have a goal to continue developing Spanish language proficiency while continuing to develop English language skills.

· After school tutoring support is also available.

· As Susanna progresses, it is to be expected that she master Basic Interpersonal Communication skills and continue reaching toward Cognitive Academic Language Proficiency.

· Susanna should become conversationally proficient during these years, but will require interventions to develop academic English language skills.

· In her program, teachers will be continuing to incorporate learning activities that contextually enhance understanding.  However, her English level should be developing well, so her reliance on tools, such visuals and manipulatives, should be waning.

High School (9th – 12th grade)

· Formal and informal assessment continues.
· A Maintenance Bi-lingual Education program is offered as a choice, as is the SDAIE program. The Maintenance Bi-lingual program is offered to Spanish language students who have a goal to continue developing Spanish language proficiency while continuing to develop English language skills.
· After school tutoring support is also available.
· Through continued interventions in either program, it is expected that Susanna reach CALP during her later High School years, which should enable academic learning in English language, at the same grade level as her peers.
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