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     The following are descriptions of relevant activities and projects for this Specially Designed Academic Instruction thematic unit, with comments on differentiated instruction for English Language Learners, Special Education students, and others in need of individualized adaptations. 

( Introductory Lesson.  Slide Presentation.  Initial opportunity for students to connect with and learn about the topic.
English

( Read letters written by Gold Rush miners about their experiences.  Students take notes on what they learn about what the letter they read tells about life during the Gold Rush.  This exercise provides opportunities for students to learn about gold rush life and culture from first person historical accounts.  It is recommended that the teacher select the letters for this activity since these come unedited, directly from the Library of Congress and some of them “portray stereotypes to varying degrees, and some contain profanity, while others clearly present a certain religious point of view.”  Letters (or portions thereof) will be chosen with each student based on learning needs and interests of each student.

The following is a link to the search results for Gold Rush in the Library of Congress collection, “ California As I Saw It: First-Person Narratives of California's Early Years, 1849-1900.” 

http://lcweb2.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query
The following is a link to a lesson plan that can be adapted for this activity:
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/ndlpedu/collections/cab/index.html
Also see the following links related to this lesson:

http://www.glittering.com/letters/index.html
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/cbhtml/cbhome.html
( Postcards Home. Write a postcard to home from the mining camp explaining day-to-day life.  Students draw on what they have learned in other activities and readings during this unit, to write a letter home that exemplifies Gold Rush life. This is completed on a self-created art class postcard.  

The following link describes a similar activity that this one was adapted from:

http://www.sdcoe.k12.ca.us/score/spoon/spoonsg5.html
( Everybody’s Gold. Individually, students will research one cultural group involved in the Gold Rush and write a newspaper article, class-work and homework.  Students will have opportunities to review pre-writings and drafts with teacher before completing final draft.  Length of article and content expectations are to be adapted for students, based on learning needs.  The following are links to lesson plans to be adapted for this activity:

http://www.eduplace.com/ss/hmss/4/index.html
http://www.usfca.edu/classes/AuthEd/Glitter%20Gazette/Every.html
( Practice using vocabulary words learned in the Gold Rush unit by writing original sentences for them.

Math & Science

( Challenge problem solving brainteasers using Gold Rush statistics, one per day as the daily “extra credit” math assignment.

http://www.education.com/common/resources/lp/mth/9805114m.html
( Measurement and multiplication exercise to determine weight in ounces and value in dollars of a given amount of “gold.”

( What’s the difference? Activity compares gold and fools gold using periodic table of elements. Students complete worksheets utilizing information from their science text books and the following websites:

http://www.blm.gov/education/going_4_the_gold/classroom.html
http://www.desertusa.com/mag98/june/papr/geo_gold.html
http://www.galleries.com/minerals/elements/gold/gold.htm
(Why gold?  Through scientific exploration of the properties of gold, students discover why people value gold.  Students complete worksheets utilizing information from their science text book and the following websites:

http://www.blm.gov/education/going_4_the_gold/classroom.html
http://www.desertusa.com/mag98/june/papr/geo_gold.html
http://www.galleries.com/minerals/elements/gold/gold.htm
Social Studies

( Vocabulary terminology for the Gold Rush, discuss and study.

( Read  homework, and together in class, Chapter 5, lessons 3-4, of students’ fourth grade text, “Oh, California.”  ELL students may require adapted text depending on learning needs of individuals; text is shortened and simplified by photocopy / cut & paste. Leveled Readers from Houghton Mifflin may be helpful supplements for ELL students; information for these is located at the following link:

http://www.eduplace.com/state/pdf/information/hmss_leveledreaders.pdf
All students are provided with chapter outlines for guided note taking from this link:

http://www.eduplace.com/ss/hmss/4/laag/99/toc99.html
( Students answer “Oh, California” textbook questions as homework.  Review in class discussion.

( To the Gold Rush. Small group, class-work activity; reviewing and presenting experiences traveling routes to the Gold Rush.

Lesson plan for this activity is found on the Houghton Mifflin website for the students’ textbook at the following link:
 http://www.eduplace.com/ss/hmss/4/unit/act3.2.html 
( Dreams and Realities. Compare / Contrast class discussion about the differences between what the miners had previously expected and actually encountered.

Lesson plan for this activity is found on the Houghton Mifflin website for the students’ textbook at the following link:
 http://www.eduplace.com/ss/hmss/4/unit/act3.2.html 
( Staking a Claim. Students experience panning for gold.

Source for this activity at the following website:

http://www.blm.gov/education/going_4_the_gold/classroom.html
( Gold Rush Quiz.  Quiz may be read to students, may be administered giving extra time, and /or may be administered by a resource specialist or ELD teacher, based on individual learning needs of the students.

Art & Music

(Stake a claim on the art of the Rush. View and analyze pictures of period paintings of the Gold Rush in an art appreciation exercise. In small group discussion answer the following questions about the art. 

a) What is the title, date, and type of this painting? b) Describe what is happening. c) Can you identify some important tools being used in the painting? d) Is there an overriding color scheme? e) Why do you think the artist selected those colors?  

Activity lesson plan to be adapted from the lesson plan found at the following site:

http://www.usfca.edu/classes/AuthEd/Glitter%20Gazette/GoldHunt.html
Pictures of paintings for this exercise can be found at the following:

http://www.museumca.org/goldrush.html
(Postcards Home. View pictures of period Gold Rush postcards and create an original to use in writing exercise.

The following link is a lesson plan for a similar activity that this one was adapted from, and includes links to sites with pictures of postcards to print for students to view:

http://www.sdcoe.k12.ca.us/score/spoon/spoonsg5.html
(Cultures of Gold Rush Music. Explore multiculturalism listening to and reading folk songs by California Gold Rush miners. Class discussion about the stories that the songs tell about Gold Rush life for immigrants and other cultural groups.

The following links lead to a lesson plan that can be adapted for this activity, and collections of music for this activity 

http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/ndlpedu/collections/cagold/index.html
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/afccchtml/cowhome.html
(The Gold Rush Rocked. Listening and Singing; Gold Rush folk songs.

The following is a link to the search results for gold in the Library of Congress collection, “California Gold: Northern California Folk Music from the Thirties.”

http://lcweb2.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query
Technology

( Internet Webquest challenge.  Learn about the Gold Rush during an on-line exploration.

http://library.thinkquest.org/J001616F/
