DISPOSITIONS ESSAY


During methods instruction, one of the key elements learned about being an effective English teacher was having students understand the importance of being life-long reflective readers.  This element is present within many of the required standards, and to me, it is one of the most important accomplishments for a teacher.


Recently in my observations, I had the opportunity to observe a ninth grade English teacher who agrees with this point.  She explained that it is necessary to instill the importance of students reading outside of the assigned curriculum, and it was her view that that it was crucial to be sure that young students were engaged in reading for pleasure and reflection.


Frequently, this teacher allotted class time for silent reading, and created a room with various comfortable places for the students to sit and do this reading.  Also, this teacher had an extensive library, consisting of books of various genres that the students were permitted to borrow.  The students were encouraged to read as many books as possible outside of school and during silent reading time, and the students also made frequent trips to the computer lab in order to participate in a discussion board regarding the reading.  Students were asked to write letters to one another about the books that they were reading.

I feel that this is extremely important for an English class because it is these activities that motivate students to become engaged in reading beyond the minimum to which they are assigned.  It is our goal as educators to attempt to instill good reading habits in our students, and by setting up classroom activities in this fashion, it is accomplished.  I had the opportunity to read the letters the students wrote to one another about their books, and it was amazing how engaged they were.  Students were finding books, and even whole series that interested them enough to contribute in-depth reflections about the texts; drawing connections to current events and their own lives. 


It is clear that these students are on the path to becoming long-term readers for pleasure, and this is a necessary step for teachers.  Also, these students were implementing technology into their daily activities by responding to the readings on the discussion board.  This discussion board creates an entire community of skilled and reflective readers within a classroom, and allows the students to work off one another to improve comprehension and analysis of these books.  


The teacher explained the turnaround of various students who came into her classroom hating reading for fun, who are now engaged in full novel series, reading several books and making wonderful contributions to the class discussion board.  This type of reaction is what teachers should strive for.  Having a student become engaged in reading is one of the greatest tasks to overcome as a teacher, and embodies several of the standards needed to follow.
