DAY 9

WHATS ON: Students will be analyzing a Nigerian poem and relating it to the text.  The students will be doing a close reading of the poem and then drawing connections between the work and the novel.  Also, the students will be making predictions about the poem.

WHAT TO DO:  First, when the students walk into the room, the following quote will be on the chalkboard:

“Be careful.  When a car hits a dog, its puppy is never far behind..” 

–The King of the Beggars

Underneath the quote the following questions will be written:

-What is The King trying to tell Elvis?

-Does Elvis have reason to feel guilty about his job with Redemption?

-Is redemption a good friend?

The students will have ten minutes to respond to these questions, and then they will be handed a copy of a poem written by a Nigerian author.  The students will read this poem aloud, and then be asked to open their books in order to draw connections between the text and the poem.  How are feelings in the poem similar to the feelings expressed in Graceland, and where?  This activity will be done individually, and then the students will break into groups of four in order to discuss the connections made between the poem and the novel.  All written work will be handed in at the end of class.

HOMEWORK: Read chapter 17 and 18, and The two page Sunday gender paper draft is due on the next class meeting.

