DAY 2

WHATS ON? Students are asked to create a graphic organizer of information based on Nigeria, the setting of Graceland.  This is meant to assess the students background knowledge of this country and also to get them thinking beyond the text as a means to learn some more about the culture being displayed throughout the novel.

WHAT TO DO: Students will break into groups of four and Discuss Nigeria.  They will be handed out a worksheet to create a graphic organizer.  The columns are labeled Background Knowledge, Questions, and Found information.

First, students are to discuss their own background knowledge, and then asked to formulate questions to research for homework.  Throughout this activity, teacher circles the room checking in with students to make sure they are on track and engaged.  When this is finished, the assignment will be explained.

At the close of the lesson, the students will be asked to write a reflection about the first two chapters of the novel.  This reflection is open to any type of analysis or prediction.  These will be handed in at the end of the class period.

ASSIGNMENT: Students are asked to Google search answers for these research questions.  Students are then asked to post their found answers on a discussion board designed for their group from the day’s activity.  Here they are asked to share and compare the information discovered in their research, and comment how this knowledge may help them to understand the themes of Graceland.  Also, read chapter 3-5.

