[image: image1.png]


Notts Unity Casuals Cricket Club
          Youth Section Newsletter
                                                                                                                                                 February 2005 

Happy New Year One & All

2004 – A good  start.

2004 was the first season for a few years that the club had fielded youth sides in the Nottinghamshire Youth Leagues. The club has always had a good reputation of bringing youngsters through to the county side but over recent years we have not had the numbers to compete at various age groups. However in 2004 we ran 4 sides at under 11,13,14 and 15’s. The success of the various teams was shown in the final league tables, in which we finished runners-up in every division except under 14’s where we finished third and this was only due to a rained off game against Gotham when we were well placed. The youth league season also finished with 5 of our non-county players being picked for the league Representative sides. This is in addition to the 6 players who represented the County at various age groups. 
For 2005 the club will be entering 5 sides at the following ages groups Under 11,12,13,14 and 15.
The 2nd (Not so Senior) XI

2004 saw a major change in the make-up of our second XI. The policy was now to blood as many youngsters as possible and although we struggled at first, the second half of the season provided us with a mid table finish and a last day victory over the league winners lady Bay. This shows the potential at the club when the vast majority of all the league games were played with 6 or 7 under 15’s and with a couple of regulars being under 13. The aim this year should be promotion, again with a full compliment of our youth section.

Who’s Alan Hansen ?
Last season proved once again how wrong Alan Hansen can be. His famous quote ‘You cant win anything with Kids’ proved not quite the case. When our 2nd XI won the 2nd XI Cup final against a very experienced Clifton side. Scoring 268 and bowling out the opposition for 128. It was the youngsters who led the way. Yasser Tariq scoring a wonderful century to win man of the match and only one bowler used was over the age of 15. All the more remarkable when you consider the Clifton side had just won promotion to 1B of the South Notts league, just 2 divisions below the premier. A wonderful day for all concerned.
The Premier League

The Nottingham Premier league is at the top of the pyramid system for all local cricket in the County. Since the leagues inauguration in 1999 Notts Unity are one of only 5 sides to have been ever present, although last year we did brush with the dreaded drop. But not all was doom and gloom. From a youth point of view 3 of our under 15’s played premier league cricket last year. Jamie Harrison kept wicket in over 15 games, Yasser Tariq scored a premier league 50 and Husnain Riaz was ‘blooded’ before the end of the season. All three will be important members of the 1st XI squad this season, along with others if they develop as anticipated. 
For 2005 the club have signed Darren Bicknell from Notts as the club professional. Darren’s undoubted experience will prove a great benefit to all at the club. The club are also hopeful that once again we will have the services of an overseas player, with talks already underway with our Australian connections. This is in addition to our hopes of one or two local signings.

Nets.

Our Youth Net sessions are now under way every Sunday at the Sobers hall in the Radcliffe Road Stand at Trent Bridge.
Under 11’s from 6.00 till 7.00

Under 12’s from 7.00 till 8.00

And all others age groups from 6.00 till 8.00

This year the cost to the club for net facilities is over £1000 To help in meeting these costs a small charge is to be made. For individual sessions the cost will be £2. However for players who expect to attend most of the 15 weeks we are giving a discounted £10 one off charge. 
Sponsorship.

The club are always looking for sponsorship for its youth activities. Anybody wishing to sponsor the Club in any form-advert in the Fixture Card, Ball, Match or Board sponsorship, please speak to Barry Newell on 0115 923 3125
Sportmans Dinnner     -     1st April 2005

An Evening with Duncan McKenzie (England, Everton and Forest) with guests.
Tickets £25 from Jitesh Jani 07984 836501  or Andrew Birch 07739 589326


