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Morphophonemic Analysis 
Greek Verbal Morphology 

 
Part A:  Present and Future Verbal Morphology 
Some active present and future tense verb forms are given in Data Set 1.  The first part of this problem set concentrates on the 
changes that occur to the final consonant of a verbal root in the future form of the verbs.  Examine the data and answer the 
following questions. 

1. What is the first person singular morpheme (e.g. “I”) for the Active Present?   
2. How is the future formed in Modern Greek? 
3. List the underlying representations for the Active Present and Future verbs in numbers 1. through 5. and 

indicate the location of morpheme boundaries with a hyphen. 
4. Write phonological rule(s) to account for the alternations in all of the verb forms in Data Set 1.  Provide evidence 

for your analysis. 
5. How do you account for the forms in 29 and 30?  Is rule ordering necessary?  If so, why?  Provide the derivations 

for these forms and explain them. 

v Hint:  In the forms in 25. and 26. there is also a vowel change from [i] ® [o] in the verbal root.  

You can ignore this change. 
 

Data Set 1:  Modern Greek 
 1st pers. sg. Active Present GLOSS 1st pers. sg. Future GLOSS 
1.  [akuÛo] ‘I hear’ [Ta akuÛso] ‘I will hear’ 

2.  [liÛpo] ‘I am absent’ [Ta liÛpso] ‘I will be absent’ 

3.  [vaÛfo] ‘I paint’ [Ta vaÛpso] ‘I will paint’ 

4.  [ÄraÛfo] ‘I write’ [Ta ÄraÛpso] ‘I will write’ 

5.  [raÛvo] ‘I sew’ [Ta raÛpso] ‘I will sew’ 

6.  [kleÛvo] ‘I steal’ [Ta kleÛpso] ‘I will steal’ 

7.  [koÛvo] ‘I cut’ [Ta koÛpso] ‘I will cut’ 

8.  [xoreÛvo] ‘I dance’ [Ta xoreÛpso] ‘I will dance’ 

9.  [DuleÛvo] ‘I work’ [Ta DuleÛpso] ‘I will work’ 

10.  [tre•xo] ‘I run’ [Ta treÛkso] ‘I will run’ 

11.  [kinDineÛvo] ‘I am in danger’ [Ta kinDineÛpso] ‘I will be in danger’ 

12.  [aniÛÄo] ‘I open’ [Ta aniÛkso] ‘I will open’ 

13.  [sfiÛÄo] ‘I squeeze’ [Ta sfi•kso] ‘I will squeeze’ 

14.  [kataTeÛto] ‘I testify’ [Ta kataTeÛso] ‘I will testify’ 

15.  [iDroÛno] ‘I sweat’ [Ta iDro•so] ‘I will sweat’ 

16.  [kliDoÛno] ‘I close’ [Ta kliDo•so] ‘I will close’ 

17.  [klaÛno] ‘I pass gas’ [Ta klaÛso] ‘I will pass gas’ 

18.  [meÄaloÛno] ‘I get big, grow’ [Ta meÄaloÛso] ‘I will get big, grow’ 

19.  [Tabo•no] ‘I dazzle’ [Ta Tabo•so] ‘I will dazzle’ 

20.  [Tavma•zo] ‘I admire’ [Ta Tavma•so ] ‘I will admire’ 

21.  [TeriÛzo] ‘I harvest’ [Ta TeriÛso] ‘I will harvest’ 

22.  [karfoÛno] ‘I nail’ [Ta karfoÛso ] ‘I will nail’ 

23.  [nioÛTo] ‘I feel’ [Ta nioÛso] ‘I will feel’ 

24.  [piÛTo] ‘I convince’ [Ta piÛso] ‘I will convince’ 

25.  [metaDiÛDo] ‘I transmit’ [Ta metaDoÛso] ‘I will transmit’ 

26.  [paraDi•Do] ‘I give’ [Ta paraDoÛso] ‘I will give’ 
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 1st pers. sg. Active Present GLOSS 1st pers. sg. Future GLOSS 
27.  [plaÛTo] ‘I knead’ [Ta plaÛso ] ‘I will knead’ 

28.  [vla•pto] ‘I harm’ [Ta vla•pso ] ‘I will harm’ 

29.  [Di•xno] ‘I show’ [Ta Di•kso] ‘I will show’ 

30.  [riÛxno] ‘I throw’ [Ta riÛkso] ‘I will throw’ 

 
 
Part B.  Active Present and Active Perfect Verbal Morphology 
This rest of this homework concentrates on the forms of the 1st person singular Passive Perfect verbs in Modern Greek.  
 

1. Examine the forms given in Data Set 2.  How is the 1st pers. sg. Passive Perfect formed in Modern Greek? What is 
the 1st pers. sg. Passive  Perfect morpheme?  (You should begin by comparing the 1st pers. sg. Active Present forms 
to the 1st pers. sg. Passive  Perfect forms ) 

2. List the underlying representations of all of the verbs in Data Set 2 and indicate the location of morpheme 
boundaries. 

 
Data Set 2 

 1st pers. sg. Active Present  1st pers. sg. Passive  Perfect 
1.  [analiÛo] ‘I analyze’ [analiÛTika] ‘I was analyzed’ 

2.  [apolÛio] ‘I dismiss’ [apoliÛTika] ‘I was dismissed’ 

3.  [sinDeÛo] ‘I connect [sinDeÛTika] ‘I was corrected’ 

 
3. Now examine Data Set 3.  List all of the underlying representations of the verbs in Data Set 3, again indicating the 

location of morpheme boundaries. 
4. Write a rule to account for the 1st person sing. Passive Perfect forms and provide evidence for your analysis. 
 

Hint:  You can ignore any changes in the vowels.   This problem focuses on consonants only. 
 

Data Set 3 
 1st pers. sg. Active Present  1st pers. sg. Passive  Perfect 
4.  [DagoÛno] ‘I bite’ [DagoÛTika] ‘I was bitten’ 

5.  [TaboÛno] ‘I dazzle’ [TaboÛTika] ‘I was dazzled’ 

6.  [DeÛno] ‘I tie’ [DeÛTika] ‘I was tied’ 

7.  [kliDoÛno] ‘I lock’ [kliDoÛTika] ‘I was locked out’ 

8.  [diÛno] ‘I dress’ [diÛTika] ‘I got dressed’ 

9.  [DeÛrno] ‘I beat’ [DaÛrTika] ‘I was beaten’ 
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5. Write an additional rule to account for the forms in Data Set 4.   
6. Give underlying forms and derivations for [vaÛftika] and [psixtika]. 

7. What are the allomorphs the Passive Perfect suffix and what is the underlying representation of this suffix? 
 

Data Set 4 
 1st pers. sg. Active Present 1st pers. sg. Passive  Perfect 
10.  [ÄraÛfo] ‘I write’ [ÄraÛftika] ‘I was written’ 

11.  [aliÛfo] ‘I smear’ [aliÛftika] ‘I was smeared’ 

12.  [vaÛfo] ‘I paint’ [vaÛftika] ‘I was painted’ 

13.  [psixo] ‘I freeze’ [psixtika] ‘I was frozen’ 

 
 

8. One additional rule is necessary to account for the forms in Data Set 5.  Formalize this last rule and give underlying 
forms and derivations for [TaÛftika] and [sfixtika]. 

9. What are the allomorphs of the verbal root ‘cut’ 
10. What is the underlying representation of the verbal root ‘cut’   
 

Data Set 5 
14.  [TaÛvo] ‘I bury’ [TaÛftika] ‘I was buried’ 

15.  [koÛvo] ‘I cut’ [koÛftika] ‘I was cut’ 

16.  [ekleÛÄo] ‘I elect’ [ekleÛxtika] ‘I was elected’ 

17.  [aniÛÄo] ‘I open’ [aniÛxtika] ‘I was opened’ 

18.  [sfiÛÄo] ‘I squeeze’ [sfiÛxtika] ‘I was squeezed’ 

 
12,  How do your rules account for the forms in Data Set 6?  Is rule ordering necessary?  If so, why? Give the 

underlying form and derivation for    [DiÛxtika]. 

Data Set 6 
19.  [Dixno] ‘I show’ [diÛxtika] ‘I was shown’ 

20.  [rixno] ‘I throw’ [riÛxtika] ‘I was thrown.’ 

 
 
 


