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	List of Universities that have Armenian Studies 

1. University of Michigan, Dearborn

2. California State University, Fresno

3. Yerevan State University -- International Congress on Armenian Studies
http://www.hayaget.am/4. Institute for Armenian Research 
http://www.eraren.org/eng/eren.html 
5. Arizona State University

6. California State University, Northridge

7. Clark University

8. Cleveland State University http://www.csuohio.edu/english/faculty/greppin.html 
9. Columbia University

10. Glendale Community College

11. Iona College

12. Harvard University

13. Tufts University

14. UC Berkley

15. UCLA

16. University of Chicago
	17. University of Michigan, Ann Arbor

18. University of Wisconsin, Milwaukee

19. Wesleyan University

20. Worcester State College

21. Hebrew University of Jerusalem

22. Haigazian University

23. Institut National des Langues et Civilisations Orientales 
24. Oxford University

25. Universite Catholique de Louvain

26. Universiteit Leiden

27. University of Cyprus

28. Martin Luther Universitat Halle-Wittenberg29. Armenian Center for National and International Studies 
http://www.acnis.am/articles/30. National Association for Armenian Studies and Research 
http://www.commercemarketplace.com/home/naasr/31. Armenian National Institute
http://www.armenian-genocide.org/ 32. Armenian Research Center -- at University of Michigan Dearborn.
http://www.umd.umich.edu/dept/armenian/
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Prepared by,


Krikor Andonian





One People, One Language,


 One Commitment.





Armenian Alphabet 15,000 BC to Present





“God’s love puts certain responsibilities on us. The key to our culture is the language. To change this is suicide for our nation. We must defend it. Language is the foundation of our culture. My last word to you as pontiff is for you to learn the language, a few words and sentences at a time. Don’t kill the love of your language in your hearts and minds. Of all the values that our forefathers created, the most valuable is the language. In your life you need the Armenian Language.”





His Holiness Karekin II, 132nd Catholicos of All Armenians





The Armenian language is an independent, one-language subgroup within the Indo-European language family. The Armenian alphabet, which consists of 38 characters, was created in 405 A.D. by a monk named Mesrop Mashtots (the original alphabet had 36 letters, two characters were added later). The first work of literature with the new alphabet was the translation of the Bible from Greek. This translation has been since regarded as a masterpiece by many linguists. This became the 5th translation of the Bible in the world.





Did you Know?





Knowledge to the People!





During the centuries the dialect into which the Bible was translated became the standard language - Grabar (Krapar), or Classical Armenian. Numerous literary works, both original and translations, were written in that period in grabar. Many works in Classical Greek, Latin and other languages exist today only in their Armenian translations. A unique collection of priceless ancient documents is preserved in the National Depository of Manuscripts, the Matenadaran, in Yerevan.  





The History�





GOSPEL [1053]. MATENADARAN MS NO. 3793 P. 240a 





The Armenian Language has been continuously used for more than 1600 years. It has been influenced by and has itself influenced many other languages.





Did you know?





We have a long history of communicating with one another.�A R M E N I A N  H I E R O G L Y P H S  F R O M  F O U R T H  M I L L E N N I U M  B C





Indo-European Tree





The Armenian Alphabet was orginally 36 letters. Mashdots began with the letter “a” for Asdvatz = God, and ended with the letter “k” for Kristos = Christ. 








Did you know?





The first sentence written in Armenian was “ To know wisdom and gain instruction; to discern the words of understanding.”





Did you know…





The book of Proverbs was the first book of the Bible translated into Armenian.





Did you know…





Dates are generally marked by the letters ԹՎ or the like, often with a line over, indicating "t'vin" ("in the year") followed by one to four letters, each of which stands for a number based on its order in the alphabet. In the Middle Ages, Armenians used a calendar that started in AD 552 as the beginning of the Armenian era. To translate into standard years, simply add 551 to the number. Thus, should you see an inscription reading ԹՎ ՈՀԳ, this equals 600+70+3+551= the year of Our Lord 1224. 





Dating Armenian Monuments 





Mesrob Mashdots





The Royal Court used Greek and Parthian, which were regarded as the official languages of the Court. These languages gradually were making their way in to the spoken language. The virtually lost Armenian Mehian [Mihrian -- named after the Armenian Solar deity and Armenian Mithraism that later spread throughout the Roman Empire] alphabet was kept by a few high priests in the ruins of destroyed and deserted pre-Christian National Wisdom Temples. Throughout the fourth century, a vast amount of knowledge and civilization was destroyed included within sacred temples, monuments, scriptures, books and anything and everything that reminded the early Christians of the national past was destroyed since it was regarded as "unholy." 





Why a new Alphabet





Mowses Xorēnac‛I, �Father of Armenian History





Mowses Xorēnac‛i the father of Armenian History, wrote, "Seeing that the end of the monarchy was near, St. Mesrop took upon himself the task and the responsibility [of the revival of the alphabet]." Maštoc‛ knew that the alphabet would serve as the greatest factor of defending the national identity and the self-determination of his people against forcible assimilation by Iran or the Byzantine Empire.





Why Armenian Alphabet?





Knowledge, Virtue, Enlightenment





Many linguists consider the Armenian version of the Bible, the most perfect translation of its kind and have named it "The Queen of Translations." After years of devoted service to knowledge and his people, Maštoc‛ made several journeys to the Caucasian Albania [on the eastern side of the river Kur] and created an alphabet for the local inhabitants. 





Did You Know?





Unfortunately the alphabet died out along with the ancient and proud people of Albania, who after the invasions of the Turkic nomads from Central Asia were mostly killed and driven off of their land. A copy of the Albanian characters created by Maštoc‛ was discovered in the Matenadaran vaults. St. Mesrop also created an alphabet for the people of Iberia [Georgia] which is in use to this very day. St. Mesrop, lived an altruistic life dedicated to a Cause and a sacred mission that for him was greater than his individual self. The Teacher, as he was kindly referred to by the people, passed away on February 17, 440. 





Mesrob





One measure of the alphabet's success is the fact that there have been few changes in the letters or in the spelling of words since Mashtots created it in the fifth century. 


"This is a very striking circumstance,especially when you compare it with English where spelling has changed a great deal in just the last 500 years. It shows that the Armenian alphabet was already so perfect that there was little reason for it to change." 


Perhaps an even more convincing argument for the importance of Mashtots' achievement is the survival of the Armenian people through a long and often trying history. 


"Mashtots' real achievement was to create a culture that became a repository for both Eastern and Western traditions, that was cosmopolitan, but had a strong anchor of its own. He made Armenia a culture of the book, a 'bibliocracy,' and that has been their key to survival, because you can carry a book into exile, but you can't carry mountains and trees." 





Importance of the Alphabet





Matenadaran











This is a picture of the Armenian Alphabet Monument in Oshakan Village, Armenia





Armenian Alphabet Monument
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