
 Anthropology 400:  
ANTHROPOLOGICAL THEORY

Course Description and Syllabus, Spring 2009
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Dr. Kimberly Martin  








     Office:  Hoover 105

E-mail: martink@ulv.edu                                                    

      Office Hours:  W 2-4pm, R 4-5:30                               
Course Description

This course explores the history of thought in anthropology from the mid 1800’s through the present.   We will be examining how theories developed in both the scientific and humanistic traditions of Anthropology as a discipline, as well as how different kinds of methods and evidence shaped theoretical growth and change.  

Required Texts

McGee, R. & Warms, R. (2007) Anthropological Theory:  An Introductory History. 4th  Edition.

Expectations in Class

ANTH 400 is a seminar class.  This means that the course will focus on discussion rather than lecture.  Attendance is imperative for adequate performance in this course.  You are responsible for ALL information and materials dispensed during class time.  You are expected to have completed the assigned readings BEFORE each class meeting.  You will be leading class discussion as well as participating in it and are expected to be prepared for the discussions each week, even when you are not the leader.   

Grades

Assignment grades will be weighted according to the following percentages:

Eleven Essay Assignments@ 5%

55%


Term Paper




10%


Time Line




10%


Participation




25%


Total




          100%

Academic Honesty

Students are expected to do their own work and to do original work for each class in which they are enrolled.  It is unacceptable to copy work from other students.   It is unacceptable to copy work directly from books, articles, or other sources including the Internet.  It is unacceptable to use work done by another person.  It is unacceptable to use the same work to satisfy requirements for two different classes, even if they are not in the same department.  Any breach of the academic honesty code will result in an F grade for the course and referral to the Department Chair and the Dean for disciplinary action.  Academic dishonesty can be grounds for expulsion from the university.  Please see the section on Academic Honesty in the Rights and Responsibilities chapter of the ULV catalog.
Assignments

Assignments are due at the beginning of class on the dates listed on the syllabus. No late assignments will be accepted.  No emailed assignments will be accepted. 

Discussion Leader.  Students will take are required to lead the discussion three times during the term.  Dates will be assigned during the first class.
Essays.  You are required to submit a minimum of 11 of the 12 three-to-four page essays on the readings assigned each week during the semester.  Your essays should be written as a discussion of the current assignment as it relates to major concepts, themes in anthropological theory, as well as to previous readings.  You should summarize, compare and contrast the materials you have been assigned.  I am looking for thoughtful and thorough reflection on how the theories fit or do not fit together, and on how anthropological theory in general has grown and developed.  Essay assignments should be typewritten and double-spaced.  Writing, spelling and grammar count.  

Term Paper Project.  You are required to complete a term paper in order to complete this course.  Students who do not do this assignment will receive no credit for the course.  Your term paper should focus on ONE of the theorists we will be studying during the semester.  You should read at least two original works by your chosen theorist beyond that in your text, as well as do biographical research about your subject.  Your paper should give the reader an overview of the theoretical contributions and influence of your theorist, as well as some insights about how the personal life experience of that individual might have influenced his/her thinking.

Your final product should be a paper 8-10 pages long prepared using a computer-generated word-processor and a printer.  Font size must be 12 point.  Margins must be 1 inch on all sides.  Papers should NOT be right justified.  Papers not meeting basic requirements will be returned to students to be redone.  Spelling, grammar and formatting count toward the final grade.  You should follow APA, AAA or ASA format for your title page, citations and reference page.   The Learning Enhancement Center in the Student Affairs building has writing tutors if your need help with your writing or with format.  You can schedule an hour appointment with a librarian for help doing the library research.  If you have questions about the paper, its content, its organization or its format, ask them in a timely manner.  Do not wait until the last minute. You have the whole term to complete this assignment.  Use that time wisely.

No credit will be given for papers that are not original work.  Ideas, facts, examples and reasoning taken from the writings of others must be cited regardless of whether they are quoted or paraphrased.  Paragraphs, sentences or phrases taken directly from sources must be put in quotes and cited in the text of the paper using APA, ASA or AAA format.  A good rule of thumb is a maximum of three quotes per 10-page paper.  

Timeline.  You are required to prepare a timeline of the major people and shifts in ideas in anthropological theory over the period covered during the course.  The timeline can be done in a variety of ways, but should show graphically how and when shifts in theories occurred, and who was influential in these changes.  Here is a chance to use your creativity to show what you have learned.

Tentative Schedule
	Date
	Class Topic
	Due 
	Readings 

	2/4
	Course Introduction
Seminar Assignments
	
	

	2/11
	Nineteenth Century Evolutionism 1

Spencer:  

Tylor:

Morgan:

Marx & Engels:
	
	Preface & Introduction
pp.  5-68.

	2/18
	Foundations of Social Thought
Durkheim:

Durkheim:

Mauss:

Weber:
	Essay
	pp. 69-115

	2/25
	Historical Particularism 
Boas:

Kroeber:

Radin:

Whorf:  
	Essay 
	pp.116-158

	3/4
	Functionalism
Malinowski:

Radcliffe-Brown:

Gluckman:
	Essay 
	pp.159-203

	3/11
	Culture and Personality
Benedict:

Mead:

Neoevolutionism

White:

Steward:
	Essay
	pp.204-264

	3/18
	NO CLASS
	
	

	3/25
	Neomaterialism

Fried:

Harris:

Rappaport:

Wolf:t
	Essay

Paper Topic w/ 3 references 
	pp. 264-323

	4/1
	Structuralism

Levi-Strauss:

Levi-Strauss:

Ortner:
	Essay
	pp. 324-359

	4/8
	SPRING BREAK
	
	

	4/15
	Ethnoscience and Cognitive Anthro

Conklin:

Tyler:

Strauss:
	Essay
	pp. 360-405

	4/22
	Sociobiology, Evolutionary Psychology

Wilson:

Bird, Smith & Bird: 
Feminist Anthropology

Slocum:

Leacock:

Stoller:
	Essay
	pp. 406-481

	4/29
	Symbolic and Interpretive Theory

Douglas:

Turner:

Geertz:
	Essay
	pp. 482-531

	5/6
	Postmodernism

Rosaldo:

Abu-Lughod:

D’Andrade:
	Essay
Term Paper Due
	pp. 532-579

	5/13
	Globalization

Appadurai:

Bourgois:

Ong:
	Essay
	pp. 580-634

	5/20
	Final Exam Week
	Essay

Timeline Due
By 7pm
	


Study Guide Tips:  Dimensions in Theory

The following contrast sets may be helpful in thinking about theorists as you read your assignments.  Try to classify each theory by one or more of these dimensions.  Most will fall into multiple dimensions as they take a particular perspective on culture and human nature.

Static 


vs. 
Dynamic

Culture 


vs. 
Society

Structure 

vs. 
Function

Deep Structure 

vs. 
Surface Structure

Material 

vs. 
Ideological

Universal 

vs.
Particularistic

Group 


vs.
Individual

Psychological Characteristics vs. Social/Cultural Institutions

Detailed Analysis
     
     vs.
Big Picture

Analysis/Segregation
     vs. 
Synthesis/Integration

Innate Human Nature 
     vs. 
Acquired Culture

Mechanical 

     vs. 
Organic

Etic/Ethnocentrism
     vs. 
Emic/Culturally Relative

Essays
1.  Summarize briefly each of the readings in this section.

2. Compare and contrast the readings in this section.

3. Relate the readings in this section to those in previous sections.
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