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Anthropology 330

CULTURAL ANTHROPOLOGY

Dr. Kimberly Martin
   

Hoover Building 105 
Office Hours:  TR 1-2, T 4-5:30,  W 10-11, 2-4

E-mail: martink@ulv.edu    Web page:  http://kimberlymartin.com
COURSE DESCRIPTION
This course explores the portion of anthropology called Cultural Anthropology.   We will be learning about the great diversity of contemporary human cultures, as well investigating the kinds of data and the methods of data collection used by anthropologists to understand culture as a phenomenon in both traditional and industrialized human societies.  Course materials will cover a wide variety of cultures from all parts of the world.  By the end of the term, successful students in ANTH 330 will have

· Developed a working knowledge about the nature of anthropology, including its four subdisciplines.

· Incorporated basic definitions for such concepts as culture, society, ethnocentrism, cultural relativism, ethnography, ethnology and fieldwork into their knowledge set.

· Developed a working knowledge of how cultural anthropologists study humans, including both theoretical and methodological strategies for understanding humanness.

· Explored the diversity of ways in which human societies manage subsistence, economic, social, political and religious aspects of their lives.

· Examined the ways in which humans and their societies are alike. 
· Explored their own personal value systems with relation to those of other cultures.
· Applied anthropological information and knowledge to solving real life problems in local, national and global contexts.
Activities in this course will include readings, discussion, lectures, and videos.  You will be graded on class participation, three exams and a term paper.  All assignments are required to complete the course.

REQUIRED TEXTS
There are three books for the course:

Ferraro, G. (2008) Cultural Anthropology:  An Applied Perspective
Chinas, B. (1993) La Zandunga:  Of Fieldwork and Friendship in Southern Mexico
Holtzman, J. (2000) Nuer Journeys, Nuer Lives:  Sudanese Refugees in Minnesota.

GRADES
   Grades will be computed using using the following point system:

A   = 87% and up 
A-  = 85% - 86% 
B+ = 83% - 84% 
B   = 77% - 82% 
B-  = 75% - 76% 
C+ = 73% - 74% 
C   = 62% - 72% 
C-  = 60% - 61% 
D+ = 58% - 59% 
D   = 50% - 57% 
F    = 0% - 49% 

Course components will be weighted according to the following percentages: 
Class Participation

       10%

Two Midterm Exams @ 20%       40%
Final Exam


       25% 
Term Paper                                  25%
Total 


     100% 

CLASS PARTICIPATION  

You need to attend class to do well.  You are responsible for all information and materials dispensed during class.  Class discussion is a central part of this course.  Critical thinking, values and self-reflection questions about such will be posed throughout the course.  You will be asked to participate in general classroom discussion on such questions, to discuss questions in small groups with reporting back to the class and to debate such questions with others in class.  
EXAMS

Exams may include objective questions (true-false, multiple-choice or matching), definitions, short 
answer and essay questions.  The exams will cover all assigned readings, exercises, lecture, videos and class activities.  Grades will be assigned according to the percentage of correct answers.  Grades will not be curved.  The following grading scale will be used:  

TERM PAPER
You are required to write a 10 page term paper on a contemporary issue of global importance in the world today.  Examples of appropriate topics might be human rights, gender relations, war, genocide, child labor, water issues, indigenous rights, climate change, endangeed species, malaria, HIV/AIDs, population control, human trafficking, immigration, genetically altered crops, etc.  You should read a  minimum of three academic sources about your issue, and write a summary of the current status of the issue.  In addition, you should choose ONE of the following types of analysis.  

1) You can search for, watch and analyze at least 15 YouTube videos as on your issue,

summarizing and evaluating them in terms of the their content, their purpose, accuracy and thoroughness.  Is the YouTube community a valid place to go to get information and opinions about your issue?   Why or why not?    OR
2) You can choose two societies or regions of the world to compare and contrast on your issue.  How is the issue similar and/or different for each?  What strategies are being used to deal with the issue in each?  Who is involved in addressing the issue?  Which is doing a better job with the issue?  Why?  You need to add an additional two academic references to your sources for this option bringing the minimum number of references to five.    OR
3) You can look at the role of Westernization in your issue.  To what extent and in what ways does Western culture (U.S. and European culture) impact the issue?  Are Western culture and technology being used to address the issue?   Are ethnocentrism and cultural relativism playing a role in your issue?  Are ethnocentrism and/or cultural relevant important to strategies for addressing your issue?  Again, if you choose this option, you need to add a minimum of two additional academic reference to your sources bringing the minimum number of references to five.       

Academic references include books, peer-reviewed journal articles and/or government documents.  You may use more than than the minimum number of references including sources from internet sites if they are credible and up to date.  Credible means that they are posted by universities, government organizations or international agencies like the United Nations.  Wilson Library has online services that provide you with access to journals, books and ebooks.  There is a library tutorial available on the Wilson Library webpage that will show you how to use the library systems.  There is also a librarian available 24 hours a day, seven days a week with whom you can chat via the library webpage.  See below for writing rubric.
 

Writing Rubric
The standards for writing in this course include:  
Content:  
   Covered all relevant aspects of the assignment

   Content is appropriate and thorough

   Logical flow of ideas with transitional bridges between topics

   Development of a thesis with an introduction and conclusion

   No more than three quotes per 10 pages of text.

Writing

   Correct grammar, spelling and punctuation

   Appropriate word choice

   Clean copy without typos and other careless errors of formatting

   Use of APA/ASA or AAA format (margins, citations, title page, reference format, no abstract).
Please remember that the Learning Enhancement Center has writing tutors both by appointment and online.  Use them if you know writing is not your strength.  Instructions for APA format can be found online at http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/01/.  Instructions for ASA and AAA format will be available in class.

Schedule of Topics and Assignments

(may be changed at instructor’s discretion)

	Dates
	Topics
	Text
	Chinas


	Holtzman

	2/2 & 4
	Course Introductions and Anthropology
	Ch. 1
	
	

	2/9 & 11
	Culture
	Ch. 2
	Chs. 1-3
	

	9/16 & 18
	Applied Anthropology
	Ch. 3
	Chs. 4-6
	

	9/23 & 25
	Theory In Anthropology
	Ch. 4
	Chs. 7-10
	

	9/30 & 10/2
	Methods in Anthropology
	Ch. 5
	Chs. 11-13
	

	10/7
	Language and Communication
	Ch. 6
	Chs. 14-17
	

	10/9
	Midterm 1
	
	
	

	10/14 & 16
	Subsistence Techniques
	Ch. 7
	
	pp. 1-28

	10/21 & 23
	Economic Systems
	Ch. 8
	
	pp. 29-50

	10/28 & 30
	Marriage and Family
	Ch. 9
	
	pp. 51-70

	11/4 & 6
	Kinship and Descent
	Ch. 10
	
	pp. 71-106

	11/11 
	Sex and Gender
	Ch. 11
	
	pp. 107-136

	11/13
	Midterm 2
	
	
	

	11/18 & 20
	Social Stratification
	Ch. 12
	
	

	11/25 & 12/2
	Social Conrol and Politics
Term Paper Due
	Ch. 13
	
	

	12/4 
	Religious Systems 
	Ch. 14
	
	

	12/9 & 11
	Culture Change and Globalization
	Ch. 16
	
	

	12/16 
	FINAL EXAM Tuesday 10am-1pm
	
	
	


(November 27 is Thanksgiving)
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