Participation in Democracy
Ms. Kori Shlachter: 2006-2007
Description of Course:

This one semester course will focus on developing citizenship and decision-making skills by examining government structure and politics at all government levels, and by looking at contemporary issues and challenges that will create a responsible citizen who is informed and involved in our democratic society.  This is a required course for graduation.  It is important that students keep up and maintain a passing grade throughout the semester.  

Goals and Objectives:  
Students will develop a clear understanding of how the government affects their lives now and in the future.  Students will identify various means of participating in our democracy, and more importantly, actively participate.   As seniors, the students in this course will be expected to meet the Hawaii State Content and Performance Standards for Civics which includes the following: 

a) Historical Content -- Understand important historical events and ideas related to the development of civics and political science 

b) Political Science/Civics: Governance, Democracy, and Interaction -- Understand the purpose and historical impact of political institutions, the principles and values of American constitutional democracy, and the similarities and differences in government across cultural perspectives

c) Political Science/Civics: Participation and Citizenship -- Understand roles, rights (personal, economic, political), and responsibilities of American citizens and exercise them in civic action

d) Economics: Resources, Markets, and Government – Understand economic concepts and the characteristics of various economic systems

Major Projects and Assignments:

The entire course is designed to focus on the Hawaii Content and Performance Standards.  All projects and assignments have been created to help students to achieve the HCPS standards and benchmarks.  Work will be assessed in a variety of means including presentations, essays & research papers, class discussions, debates and student (self) & peer assessments.  For many of the assignments, the students will also develop the assessment criteria with guidance from the teacher.  Some of these assignments include: Civic Action Project (10 hours total), Constitution in Music Essay, Persuasive Speaking, Presidential Election Project, Research Paper on a Constitutional Issue, and Participation in Mock Congress.  Journals and reflections of the standards will also be a component of the class.  Calendars (due dates), summative assessment requirement sheets and grading rubrics will be provided at the beginning of each unit.  The Cornell Note-taking method will also be taught and used by the class.

Topics to be Covered: 
a) Types of Government 

b) Constitutional Principles 
c) Politics and Elections

d) Rights and Responsibilities of American Citizens

Grading Policy:
Each student will be assessed according to their achievement in two areas:  1) Academics, and 2) General Learner Outcomes (GLO).  The GLO area will focus on the student’s ability to be a: 
· Self-directed Learner (The ability to be responsible for one’s own learning) 

· Community Contributor (The understanding that it is essential for human beings to work together) 

· Complex Thinker (The ability to demonstrate critical thinking and problem solving) 

· Quality Producer (The ability to recognize and produce quality performance and quality products) 

· Effective Communicator (The ability to communicate effectively)
The final grade for the course will be a combination of these two areas.  See below: 


Academic Grade - 
80% of final grade




GLO Grade - 

20% of final grade

Both the Academic and GLO grades will be determined using a point system:



90 – 100 % of points possible
=
A  (Meets Standards with Excellence)


80 – 89 % 


=
B  (Meets Standards with Proficiency)


70 – 79 %


=
C  (Approaches Proficiency)


60 – 69 %


=
D  (Well Below Proficiency)



59 – below


= 
F  (Does Not Meet Standards)

There will be two types of assignments:  Formative and Summative:

Formative:  
Given during a unit to help student learn concepts and gain understanding of content.  Completion of these assignments (including GLO behavior & performance) will count toward a student’s GLO grade.  Formative assignments may include handouts, group/class discussions, teacher observation, journal entries, peer editing of essays, etc.  
Summative: 
Given at the end of a unit to determine whether a student has adequate understanding of the standard and content.  These assignments will count toward a student’s Academic grade.  In order for the teacher to assess the student’s overall achievement, ALL SUMMATIVE ASSIGNMENTS MUST BE COMPLETED.  Missing one of the assignments will adversely affect his/her grade.  Summative assignments may include tests, final drafts of essays/papers, participation in group/class discussions, self & peer assessments, major projects, presentations, etc.  
Each student will maintain a portfolio (collective binder of student work) that will demonstrate his/her progress in achieving the course standards.  The student is expected to organize and maintain his/her binder.  It will be submitted periodically throughout and at the end of the semester to help determine final grades. 
Make-Up & Late Work Policy:

All make-up assignments due to EXCUSED absences must be submitted within two days of student’s return.  No make-up work will be accepted for UNEXCUSED absences.  

No Formative assignments will be accepted after the deadline.  Summative assignments will be accepted late for up to ONE WEEK after the deadline (depending upon the assessment activity).  Penalties for late work will be addressed in the student’s GLO grade.  
Classroom Expectations: 

Students are expected to be in class on time and prepared to work and participate in class activities.  All school rules and policies must be followed at all times (please read section in student Red Book).  Most importantly, students must maintain a positive and respectful attitude. 

Consequences:

Failure to follow the stated and IMPLIED rules will result in:


1st violation ………………………verbal warning

2nd violation………………………verbal warning, teacher/student counseling, and/or

                                                        parent notification

3rd  violation………………………parent notification and/or referral to administration

4th violation……………………….referral to administration
Homework: 
The amount of homework will vary.  Homework consists of completing assignments not finished in class, taking notes from readings, researching, practicing public speaking, writing essays, and reviewing formative assignments.  There will be individual and group projects in which time must be used out of class.  Students are encouraged to use their time wisely and efficiently so as not to have hours of work to do at the last minute.  A grading rubric and requirements guideline will also be provided for each major project and unit.
Supplies & Materials:  

Students must be prepared with the following supplies: 1 – 1½ -inch binder to be used only for this course (to organize notes, writings, and assignments as a progress portfolio), folder paper, and blue or black pens.  
Teacher – Parent Communication:

Parents will be notified of student’s progress through quarter progress reports and student self-assessments that will be sent home.  Students will be expected to utilize their Red Book as an organizational tool as well as a means for communication with parents and myself.  

I am available to provide students with extra help during most recesses, lunches, and after school (2:15-3:00 pm) (exceptions due to after school meetings).  Students may just stop by, but making prior arrangements may make meeting easier.  
I am happy to have parents e-mail me at Kori_Shlachter@notes.k12.hi.us or you can leave me a voice mail (293-8950 ext.314) with any questions or concerns.  If you would like to arrange a parent/teacher conference, please contact your child’s grade level counselor (12th grade counselor – Mr. Peacock at Ext. 375).  
Please do not detach the bottom portion.  The students will keep the signed syllabus in their portfolios.  Let me know if you would like a copy and I will get it to you.

I have read the course syllabus and understand all that is required of me and will do my best to meet all expectations.  

______________________________________

Student Signature

I have gone through the course syllabus with my child and agree to support him/her in meeting all expectations.  

_______________________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature
