Presidential Campaign Strategy 

Take-Home Assignment

Unit 4:  Political Parties & Elections

ACADEMIC GRADE
DUE:  __________________________________

HCPS Standard:  Political Science/Civics:  Participation and Citizenship – Understand roles, rights (personal, 
economic, political), and responsibilities of American citizens and exercise them in civic action.


Benchmark:  Explain the role of the citizen in the electoral process.

Benchmark:  Compare the characteristics of major political parties based upon the philosophy, platform, 

         and support base. 

GLO: Complex Thinker, Effective Communicator, Quality Producer

Congratulations!  Presidential candidates across the country have seen your commercials encouraging people to vote!  Now they want you to help them win the upcoming presidential election (in 2008).  Please help your particular candidate develop a strategy to win, win, win!

REQUIREMENTS: 

· MLA Format (1 inch margins, Times font, size 12, double spaced, typed)

Part 1:  Candidate’s Biography (10 points)

Please list the following characteristics that have been assigned to your candidate: 

GENDER:   


POLITICAL PARTY: 


ETHNICITY:

In Part 1, introduce the nation to your candidate.  Write a short ½  - 1 page biography of your candidate.  What is his/her name?  What does he/she look like?  Who is he/she?  Where is he/she from?  What was his/her childhood like?  What sort of educational background does he/she have?  What job experience does he/she have?  Etc. (Note: Make sure your candidate also meets the basic requirements to run for president.)  Remember, the nation needs to feel like they know who your candidate is.  

Part 2:  Electoral College Strategy (20 points)
A. List the states, including the number of electoral votes, that you would focus your campaign.  Be sure to include enough states to enable your candidate to WIN the election. 

B. Provide an explanation of why you are targeting these states:  (you may want to mention region, Republican or Democratic “Lock” states, and Swing States)

C. Fill in the blank map attached.  Please shade the states that you will focus the campaign on in order to win the required number of votes.  

Part 3:  State Case Studies (45 points)
1.  
For EACH of the states listed below, you need to explain whether the state will be easy or    

     
difficult to win.  Please explain your reasoning by using data from previous elections and

    
demographics of each state.  See attached.  
2.  
For EACH of the states listed below, you must also explain HOW you will attempt to win

     
each state.  Use the following questions to guide you in developing your campaign 
strategy. 

· Who will be your main target?  Why?  (Choose at least one demographic group)
· What issues will you focus on?  Why?  (You may want to refer to your 
       Political Party Comparison Chart)

· How will you advertise?  What techniques will you use?  Please explain how and why.  


A.  FLORIDA

B.  NEW YORK

C.  TEXAS
**********************************************************

GRADING RUBRIC: 

	CRITERIA
	Approaches Standard & Teacher Expectations
	Meets Standard & Teacher Expectations
	Meets Standard & Teacher Expectations with Excellence

	Format, Grammar & Spelling
	Not in MLA format; grammar is difficult to understand; many mistakes


	Generally follows MLA format with a few mistakes; grammar & spelling may have a few mistakes but is still understandable
	Completely follows MLA format; grammar & spelling is spectacular



	Candidate’s Biography
	Reader does not know who the candidate is.  Not enough detail provided. 
	Reader has a basic understanding of candidate’s identity.  More detail would be helpful. 
	Reader has a clear understanding of candidate’s identity.  Candidate seems like a real person. 

	Electoral College Strategy
	States’ electoral votes may not add up to the requirements to become president.  Explanation may not be present or adequate. 
	States’ electoral votes add up to the requirements to win election.  Explanation of strategy is general and may need more detail. 
	States’ electoral votes add up to the requirements to win election.  Strategy explanation is detailed and precise.  

	Campaign Strategy: Case Studies
	Not all states have been discussed.  Very little explanation is given.  
	All states have been discussed.  Campaign strategy may need more explanation, but general idea is clear. 
	All states have been discussed.  Each state’s strategy has been fully explained.  Reader knows how candidate will attempt to win that state.  


Presidential Election of 2004, Electoral and Popular Vote Summary
Principal Candidates for President and Vice President:
Republican—George W. Bush; Richard B. Cheney (winner)
Democratic—John F. Kerry; John Edwards

	 
	George W. Bush 
	John F. Kerry
	Electoral votes

	 
	Popular
vote 
	% 
	Popular
vote 
	% 
	R 
	D

	Alabama
	1,176,394
	62.5%
	693,933
	36.8%
	9
	 

	Alaska
	190,889
	61.1
	111,025
	35.5
	3
	 

	Arizona
	1,104,294
	54.9
	893,524
	44.4
	10
	 

	Arkansas
	572,898
	54.4
	469,953
	44.5
	6
	 

	California
	5,509,826
	44.4
	6,745,485
	54.3
	 
	55

	Colorado
	1,101,255
	51.7
	1,001,732
	47.0***
	9
	 

	Connecticut
	693,826
	43.9
	857,488
	54.3
	 
	7

	Delaware
	171,660
	45.8***
	200,152
	53.3
	 
	3

	District of Columbia
	21,256
	09.3
	202,970
	89.2
	 
	3

	Florida
	3,964,522
	52.1
	3,583,544
	47.1***
	27
	 

	Georgia
	1,914,254
	58.0
	1,366,149
	41.4
	15
	 

	Hawaii
	194,191
	45.3***
	231,708
	54.0
	 
	4

	Idaho
	409,235
	68.4
	181,098
	30.3
	4
	 

	Illinois
	2,345,946
	44.5
	2,891,550
	54.8
	 
	21

	Indiana
	1,479,438
	59.9
	969,011
	39.3
	11
	 

	Iowa
	751,957
	49.9
	741,898
	49.3***
	7
	 

	Kansas
	736,456
	62.0
	434,993
	36.6
	6
	 

	Kentucky
	1,069,439
	59.5
	712,733
	39.7
	8
	 

	Louisiana
	1,102,169
	56.7
	820,299
	42.2
	9
	 

	Maine
	330,201
	44.6
	396,842
	53.6
	 
	4

	Maryland
	1,024,703
	43.0
	1,334,493
	56.0
	 
	10

	Massachusetts
	1,071,109
	36.9
	1,803,800
	62.0
	 
	12

	Michigan
	2,313,746
	47.8***
	2,479,183
	51.2
	 
	17

	Minnesota
	1,346,695
	48.0***
	1,445,014
	51.5
	 
	91

	Mississippi
	672,660
	59.1
	457,766
	40.1
	6
	 

	Missouri
	1,455,713
	53.3
	1,259,171
	46.1***
	11
	 

	Montana
	266,063
	59.1
	173,710
	38.6
	3
	 

	Nebraska
	512,814
	66.0
	254,328
	32.7
	5
	 

	Nevada
	418,690
	50.7
	397,190
	48.1***
	5
	 

	New Hampshire
	331,237
	49.0***
	340,511
	50.4
	 
	4

	New Jersey
	1,670,003
	46.2***
	1,911,430
	53.0
	 
	15

	New Mexico
	376,930
	49.8
	370,942
	49.0***
	5
	 

	New York
	2,962,567
	40.1
	4,314,280
	58.4
	 
	31

	North Carolina
	1,961,166
	56.1
	1,525,849
	43.6
	15
	 

	North Dakota
	196,651
	62.9
	111,052
	35.5
	3
	 

	Ohio
	2,859,764
	50.8
	2,741,165
	48.7***
	20
	 

	Oklahoma
	959,792
	65.6
	503,966
	34.4
	7
	 

	Oregon
	866,831
	47.4***
	943,163
	51.6
	 
	7

	Pennsylvania
	2,793,847
	48.5***
	2,938,095
	51.0
	 
	21

	Rhode Island
	169,046
	38.7
	259,760
	59.4
	 
	4

	South Carolina
	937,974
	58.1
	661,699
	41.0
	8
	 

	South Dakota
	232,584
	59.9
	149,244
	38.4
	3
	 

	Tennessee
	1,384,375
	56.9
	1,036,477
	42.6
	11
	 

	Texas
	4,526,917
	61.1
	2,832,704
	38.2
	34
	 

	Utah
	663,742
	72.7
	241,199
	26.4
	5
	 

	Vermont
	121,180
	38.8
	184,067
	58.9
	 
	3

	Virginia
	1,716,959
	53.8
	1,454,742
	45.6***
	13
	 

	Washington
	1,304,894
	45.6***
	1,510,201
	52.8
	 
	11

	West Virginia
	423,778
	56.1
	326,541
	43.2
	5
	 

	Wisconsin
	1,478,120
	49.4***
	1,489,504
	49.7
	 
	10

	Wyoming
	167,629
	69.0
	70,776
	29.1
	3
	 

	Total
	62,028,285
	50.7
	59,028,109
	48.3
	286
	251


NOTE: Total electoral votes = 538. Total electoral votes needed to win = 270. Percentages may not add up to 100% due to rounding and other candidates.

1. One Minnesota electoral vote was cast for John Edwards.

Source: Figures are from the Federal Election Commission, 2004 Official Presidential Election Results, Feb. 11, 2005.

Voting age population (United States Election Project for Nov. 2004): 221,256,931
Estimated number of voters in the 2004 election was 122,294,978.

Information Please® Database, © 2005 Pearson Education, Inc. All rights reserved.

*** INDICATES WHERE LOSER RECEIVED MORE THAN 45%

         OF POPULAR VOTE

Helpful Websites: 

The Big Project 

http://www.thebigproject.co.uk/USElections/

Many links to major websites dealing with 
the US elections

New York Times (may need to register - free)

http://www.nytimes.com/pages/politics/campaign/index.html?8dpc
Washington Post (may need to register - free)

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/politics/elections/2004/
Los Angeles Times (may need to register -free)

http://www.latimes.com/news/politics/2004/

Has good info on current polls in each state. 

U.S. Census

http://www.census.gov/
Atlas of U.S. Presidential Elections

http://www.uselectionatlas.org/

Interesting site with information about past 
elections and 2004.

FLORIDA 

Presidential Election Results Comparison - Florida
	Year
	Total Vote
	Dem.
	Rep.
	Ind.
	Oth.
	Democrat 
	Republican
	Independ.
	Other 

	2004
	7,609,810
	47.09%
	52.10%
	0.00%
	0.81%
	3,583,544
	3,964,522
	0
	61,744

	2000
	5,963,110
	48.84%
	48.85%
	1.63%
	0.68%
	2,912,253
	2,912,790
	97,488
	40,579

	1996
	5,303,794
	48.02%
	42.32%
	9.12%
	0.54%
	2,546,870
	2,244,536
	483,870
	28,518

	1992
	5,314,392
	39.00%
	40.89%
	19.82%
	0.29%
	2,072,698
	2,173,310
	1,053,067
	15,317

	1988
	4,302,313
	38.51%
	60.87%
	0.00%
	0.62%
	1,656,701
	2,618,885
	0
	26,727

	1984
	4,180,051
	34.66%
	65.32%
	0.00%
	0.02%
	1,448,816
	2,730,350
	0
	885

	1980
	3,687,026
	38.50%
	55.52%
	5.14%
	0.84%
	1,419,475
	2,046,951
	189,692
	30,908


NEW YORK 

Presidential Election Results Comparison – New York
	Year
	Total Vote
	Dem.
	Rep.
	Ind.
	Oth.
	Democrat 
	Republican
	Independ.
	Other 

	2004
	7,391,036
	58.37%
	40.08%
	0.00%
	1.54%
	4,314,280
	2,962,567
	0
	114,189

	2000
	6,822,668
	60.21%
	35.23%
	3.58%
	0.99%
	4,107,907
	2,403,374
	244,060
	67,327

	1996
	6,316,129
	59.47%
	30.61%
	7.97%
	1.95%
	3,756,177
	1,933,492
	503,458
	123,002

	1992
	6,926,925
	49.73%
	33.88%
	15.75%
	0.65%
	3,444,450
	2,346,649
	1,090,721
	45,105

	1988
	6,485,683
	51.62%
	47.52%
	0.00%
	0.86%
	3,347,882
	3,081,871
	0
	55,930

	1984
	6,806,810
	45.83%
	53.84%
	0.00%
	0.33%
	3,119,609
	3,664,763
	0
	22,438

	1980
	6,201,959
	43.99%
	46.66%
	7.54%
	1.81%
	2,728,372
	2,893,831
	467,801
	111,955


TEXAS

Presidential Election Results Comparison - Texas
	Year
	Total Vote
	Dem.
	Rep.
	Ind.
	Oth.
	Democrat 
	Republican
	Independ.
	Other 

	2004
	7,410,765
	38.22%
	61.09%
	0.00%
	0.69%
	2,832,704
	4,526,917
	0
	51,144

	2000
	6,407,637
	37.98%
	59.30%
	2.15%
	0.57%
	2,433,746
	3,799,639
	137,994
	36,258

	1996
	5,611,644
	43.83%
	48.76%
	6.75%
	0.66%
	2,459,683
	2,736,167
	378,537
	37,257

	1992
	6,154,018
	37.08%
	40.56%
	22.01%
	0.35%
	2,281,815
	2,496,071
	1,354,781
	21,351

	1988
	5,427,410
	43.35%
	55.95%
	0.00%
	0.70%
	2,352,748
	3,036,829
	0
	37,833

	1984
	5,397,571
	36.11%
	63.61%
	0.00%
	0.28%
	1,949,276
	3,433,428
	0
	14,867

	1980
	4,541,637
	41.42%
	55.28%
	2.46%
	0.84%
	1,881,147
	2,510,705
	111,613
	38,172


