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ELECTORAL COLLEGE ACTIVITY
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DIRECTIONS: Examine the data from the 2004 presidential election and applying your knowledge of the Electoral College, political socialization, and campaigning complete the following in your groups. 
1. Shade the states won by Bush in RED- What regions of the country appear to be Democratic strongholds? Republican strongholds?

2. What type of campaign strategies or tactics would you utilize to break into these stronghold regions if you were a Democratic strategist? Republican strategist?

3. What is the fewest number of states one would have to win in order to be president? Name them and list the number of electoral votes.

4. After examining the data, what region(s) of the country appear to be “toss-up” regions?

5. Of what importance to campaign strategy is the number of states either candidate lost in the 2004 election but received more than 45% of the popular vote?

6. What two states provided the biggest margin of victory (popular vote) for Bush in 2004? Kerry in 2004? Assess the chances of opponents cutting into that margin, or assess why that state is a Republican or Democratic “lock”.
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7. Both Republican and Democratic strategists spend hours examining this data. What other interesting information can you find that would be of benefit to either in the 2008 presidential races? Be sure to identify the data and explain your answer.
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