How a Bill Becomes a Law 
Comic Strip

HCPS Standard: Political Science/Civics: GOVERNANCE, DEMOCRACY, AND INTERACTION-Understand the purpose and historical impact of political institutions, the principles and values of American constitutional democracy, and the similarities and differences in government across cultural perspectives

Benchmark:  Describe how the American Constitution embodies the principles of rule of law, popular sovereignty, separation of powers, checks and balances, and limited government
Create a comic strip describing how a bill becomes a law.  Think of this assignment as you trying to teach a child about the law-making process.  Have fun with it!  You can have the bill begin in either the House of Representatives of the House of the Senate (Remember that all bills dealing with the appropriation of money MUST begin in the House of Representatives).  

Requirements:  

· Bill must ACCURATELY follow the law-making process.  It must pass both the House and the Senate and be given to the President for approval.  *It is up to you if the President signs the bill into law or if he/she vetoes it.  Use the flow chart to as your guide.  
· 12 frames at least (so you have space to tell the story!)

· Creative storyline/plot (Captions must describe what is going on in each frame)

· Graphics must be clear and interesting, as well as artistic and colorful (No stick figures, unless amazingly detailed.)  

Assessment:  
	Criteria
	Does Not Meet
	Meets with Proficiency
	Meets with Excellence

	Accuracy
	Information is not accurate.  Does not demonstrate understanding of process.
0-6  
	Demonstrates basic understanding of law-making process.  Some steps may need added clarification or sequencing assistance.
7-8  
	Demonstrates clear comprehension of entire law-making process without any inaccuracies.  
9-10

	Quality
	Appears to be rushed, not neat, pictures lack legibility/clarity, and/or no effort was made
0-2
	Some effort was made, pictures are clear and relevant to process, neat, colorful
3-4
	Pictures/graphics explain the story and law-making process appropriately and presentation is eye-catching & artful 

5

	Storyline/Creativity
	No storyline present. May be a repetition of the flow chart. 
0-2
	Story helps to explain the law-making process and holds reader’s attention.  
3-4
	Story engages the reader into the story as well as the law-making process.  Demonstrates author’s ability to connect process to a fictional story / metaphor.  
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