Bill Topics/Issues Information Sheet

ABORTION

Abortion is the ending of a pregnancy before birth.  Currently, women in the United States can receive abortions up to the sixth month of pregnancy.  Many efforts have been made to try to end or limit abortion (South Dakota has just banned all forms of abortion except in cases to save the mother’s life).  Whatever the future of this issue, one thing will remain certain – people will always be strongly divided over it.  On one side will be those who firmly believe that abortion is murder.  On the other side will be those who believe abortion is a matter of choice and privacy to be made by pregnant women.  

SEARCH & SEIZURE

The Fourth Amendment presents a host of interpretive issues: What is a search? What is a seizure? When is a search or seizure reasonable? What is probable cause? Does the Amendment apply to administrative searches as well as criminal searches? When are warrants required? An entire law school course could be devoted to these questions.  There are many topics that are involved in this topic, such as student drug testing, the use of drug sniffing dogs


AFFIRMATIVE ACTION 

The practice of actively seeking to increase the number of racial minorities in employment, education, social welfare, health care, and government contracting. Such measures may include extra efforts to recruit more applicants, or may include actual quotas for hiring. Supporters say these policies are needed to overcome the patterns of employment and education created when minorities were excluded from many jobs and schools. Critics say some affirmative action policies are unfair, and amount to “reverse discrimination” against whites.

EUTHANASIA / RIGHT TO DIE
Euthanasia refers to assisted dying. The assistance ends the life of a person in a painless or minimally painful way. Euthanasia is most often performed in many ways, in order to end suffering, like removing a feeding tube, prescribing enough drugs to end life, etc.  The controversy lays between two different perspectives; moral view of life versus the rational view of life.  Some people consider this process to be murder and others think it is a personal choice to end one’s life.  There is much debate over whether someone has the right to die.  
SAME SEX MARRIAGES

Same-sex marriage is marriage between two people who are of the same sex (i.e., man & man, woman & woman). Other terms includes both the inclusive "civil marriage", "gender-neutral marriage", and "equal marriage"; and the exclusive "gay marriage", "homosexual marriage", "same-gender marriage", "lesbian marriage".  The term "civil marriage" is used when the goal is to communicate the secular nature of the same-sex marriage movement.  In the late 1990s and early 2000s, opposing efforts to legalize or ban same-sex civil marriage made it a topic of debate all over the world, in terms of equal protection, privacy, morality, and freedom of religion.  

CAPITAL PUNISHMENT

Capital punishment, or the death penalty, is governmental execution as punishment for a crime often called a capital offense or a capital crime. Historically, the execution of criminals and political opponents was used by nearly all societies either by means of judicial process or through political motivations such as the suppression of political dissent.  Capital punishment is a contentious issue. Supporters of capital punishment argue that it deters crime, and is appropriate retribution for some crimes, like murder. Opponents of capital punishment argue that it does not deter crime more than life imprisonment, violates human rights, leads to wrongful executions, and discriminates against minorities and the poor.  Is capital punishment cruel and unusual punishment (violation of the 8th Amendment)?  
SCHOOL PRAYER / PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Questions about whether there should be a strict separation of church and state arise in this topic.  Should prayer and the pledge of allegiance’s “Under God” phrase be recited by students in public schools?  Advocates claim that it is free expression and free exercise of one’s religion, while others believe that religion is being established upon them.  
