Name__________________________________ Date _________ Period_______

Mr. Smith Goes to Washington

Video Worksheet

1.  Who is Jeff Smith and how did he become a senator? 

2.  Describe the Clarissa Saunders character (Who is she?  What does she do?  Why is her character so important to the story?).
3.  Describe the Senator Payne character (Who is he?  What does he do?  Why is his character so important to the story?).

3.  Identify the steps in which a bill becomes a law in the film: 
Describe the bill that Senator Smith introduces: 
How long does Senator Smith think it will take to get the bill passed? 
Where is it introduced?

What are the major obstacles that Senator Smith faces in trying to pass his bill? 
4.  What is a filibuster and why is it an important strategy in the Senate? 

5.  Compare the law-making process in the movie to the flowchart and article you have previously read in class (How a Bill Becomes a Law).  Do you think the movie is accurate?  EXPLAIN.  
6.  Do you think that the movie’s portrayal of the law-making process is REALISTIC?  Why or why not?  

7.  Is it possible to pass a bill that will make/keep everyone happy?  What happens when someone’s personal beliefs conflict with other people’s ideals?  Who wins?  (Think of the struggle between Smith and Payne)
