Louis "Weasel" Palone was inducted into the U.S. Army on April 12, 1943 and entered active service April 19, 1943 at Fort Meade, Maryland. He served in the Third Infantry Division, 15th Infantry Regiment, 1st Battalion, Company D (heavy weapons, mortars and machine guns) for the duration of the war. He had foreign service of 1 year, 11 months and 26 days; and continental service of 7 months and 5 days. 

He departed New York for service in the European Theatre of Operations, 18 November 1943 and arrived in Casablanca, North Africa, 28 November 1943 via a converted luxury liner "The Empress of Scotland." Sergeant Palone was transferred to Naples-Foggia, Italy for the staging of the Anzio beach landing. Shortly thereafter, he joined the Third Division as a replacement. The Division then participated as part of the 5th Army in a beach landing at Anzio, Italy. His squad was set up as a heavy machine gun emplacement and took two direct hits. They were fighting the Hermann Goering Division. Louis received a bullet through his left leg by a German near Cisterna during the break out from the beachhead on January 29, 1944. At Cisterna, his Division lost 995 men in one hour. He returned to duty March 20. He participated in the liberation of Rome, and then went back to Naples. 

The Third Division left Italy for the invasion of southern France and another beach invasion as part of the 7th Army. On August 15, 1944, the men landed in Higgins boats near St. Tropez. Then they moved on to Montelimar, France, where his unit received a Presidential citation. They were also strafed by P-40 air corps friendly fire. 

During his time in France, the Commanding Officer of the 1st Battalion of the 15th Infantry Regiment was Colonel Keith Ware. At a hill near Sigol Sheim, France, on December 26, 1944, Colonel Ware braved the fire of six enemy machine guns to dislodge 200 German SS troops from defensive positions. He took with him 2 officers, 9 enlisted men, and a tank. One of those enlisted men near the tank was Louis Palone. They took the hill and Colonel Ware received the Medal of Honor. 

They went on through southern Europe, seizing Nuremberg, the birthplace of the Nazi party and then seized Munich. He also got a Nazi banner to bring home. Louis Palone ended the war in Saltsburg, Austria, near the area of Hitler's Eagles Nest. It was here they first encountered soldiers from the Russian army who had fought their way from the east. Louis left the European Theatre of Operations on November 3, 1945 aboard a Liberty Ship and arrived in the US on November 13, 1945. 

He was discharged from the service on November 18, 1945. He received two Purple Hearts (one for trench foot), Good Conduct Medal, Distinguished Unit Badge, EAME Theatre Service Medal with 5 Bronze Stars, Victory Medal and the Combat Infantryman's Badge. 

At times through his service, he shared foxholes with another more famous soldier from World War II. Audie L. Murphy, America's most decorated soldier, was also a member of the Battalion. Sergeant Palone's and Company D's mission was to add firepower as needed to the other companies in the battalion. His machine gun squad often was assigned to Murphy's company as added support. By Louis's account, Audie Murphy was indeed a soldier worthy of decorations. 

Louis was born December 18, 1924 in Crucible, Pennsylvania. He was a son of Francisco Palombi (Frank Palone), originally of Montegallo, Italy, and Louisa Falginni Palone. His brothers who were also in the military were Fred, Sammy and Raymond. Louis was married to Anna Violet Sagosky. 


