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FATHER WIDMER COUNCIL # 7877

P.O. BOX 672, STAFFORD, VA 22555-0672 

Grand Knight’s Report

First, let me start by apologizing for not sending out a newsletter for the past few months.  Our council has been incredibly busy with the large number of activities that we’ve had.  Just to name a few, we’ve had Thanksgiving Baskets, Christmas Baskets and the Giving Tree, Christmas Card sales, wreath sales, Pancake and donut breakfasts, and the Advent Concert Reception.  And on top of that, we’ve started something new this year:  guest speakers at our social events.  Recently, Father DeMartino honored us by speaking on the true meaning of Advent during one of our socials.

I want to personally thank a few people who have helped make these events successful:  Father DeMartino and Father Magat, Mike Ferry, Bob Ghormley, Bob Merle, Al Lowder, Bill Emond, Darrel Vidrine, Dan D’Agostino, Tim Rohlfs, Dan Bolas, Deb Bolas (who makes the best sugar cookies in the world), Frank Santana, Paul Trautman, Mark Jaworowski, Tim and Karen Clemente, and St. William of York CYO.  None of the events could’ve been done without the hardwork of these and many other individuals.  

We were able to give out over 90 baskets to the needy in Stafford County.  More than thirty of these were in our own parish.  Through the generosity of our parishioners, we had enough extra food to give 15 baskets to SWOY’s own Outreach.

The Advent Concert benefiting Guadalupe Free Clinic of Colonial Beach raised over $28,000.  That translates into $280,000 worth of free medical care for the indigent in Colonial Beach and Westmoreland County.

I would also like to thank Holy Trinity Assembly for their support during the Our Lady of Guadalupe Mass and Midnight Mass at SWOY.

In the coming weeks, you should be hearing from someone on our Membership Committee.  I ask you to respond to their call and donate any free time that you have.  Whether it’s 10 minutes, an hour or a day, we need your help.  Most of the events coming up will need many volunteers.  Here’s a partial list of areas of need:  

- 
Vocational Dinner for the Diocese of Arlington (at SWOY on 1/24) – contact Mickey Addison 720-1469

· Guardians of the Eucharist (during Mass) – contact Shon Ramsel 720-8954

· Lent Catfish Fry – contact Mike Ferry 373-8617

· Recruitment – contact Mike Godbout 443-994-7150

· KOVAR – contact Bill Emond 903-0254

· Hosting of 3rd Degree at SWOY (at SWOY on 3/28)– contact Mike Ferry 373-8617

In addition, I ask you to please mark your calendars for January 28 and February 11.  January 28 is our next Business Meeting, where we’ll have more info on these upcoming events.  It is critical that these events are successful.  On February 11, Mickey Addison, as well as Don Murphy, will be our guest speakers for our Social. Please plan to attend.











- Shon Ramsel, GK

Vocational Dinner for the Diocese of Arlington

January 24  6-9 p.m. at SWOY

[image: image82.wmf]On Saturday, January 24, Father Widmer Council and St. William of York Parish are honored to host the first ever Vocational Dinner for Young Men in the Diocese of Arlington.  The Knights are in need of volunteers (cooks, clean up crew, etc.) to help with this event.  Contact Mickey Addison at 720-1469 or Darrel Vidrine at 720-4037 for more info.

Fight FOCA Postcard Campaign

January 17 - 18

Thank you to all the Brother Knights who helped with the Fight FOCA Postcard Campaign.  Knights helped distribute postcards and helped parishioners fill out the info and then collected the postcards afterwards.  This fight is against the most serious legislative threat to unborn children ever.
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We are joining Catholics across the country in sending a message to Congress:  Please oppose the “Freedom of Choice Act” (FOCA) and retain laws against government funding and promotion of abortion.  The postcards went to our U.S. Representative and two U.S. Senators. 

Guardians of the Eucharist

What are they?  How can I be one?

A few months ago, Father DeMartino had asked some of the Ushers to guard the Eucharist during Holy Communion. The reason we were asked in the first place is because there have been instances where parishioners have not consumed the Eucharist or visitors did not know what to do.  The Guardians are on hand to make certain that each Consecrated Host is immediately consumed during Communion.  The Guardians are placed in front of each aisle as parishioners return to their pews.  Father DeMartino has honored us Knights by asking us to serve as Guardians.  

If you are interested in being part of this special ministry, please contact Shon Ramsel at 720-8954.
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Grand Knight Shon Ramsel sorting the postcards for the Fight FOCA campaign at St. William of York during the weekend of January 17 – 18.
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Lent Catfish Fry

This is a new event we’d like to hold on Ash Wednesday… IF (and only IF) we get enough volunteers to help out.   The fish fry will take many volunteers to make it a success.  We are looking for expert fry cooks and hushpuppy makers.  We would also love to have the help of your better halves who would be willing to donate their time as well.  We also need good recipes for batter, hushpuppies, and cole slaw.  To volunteer, contact Mike Ferry 373-8617.

Blood Drive

[image: image87.wmf]The Knights of Columbus and the American Red Cross would like to thank all those who took time to donate blood in November.    Fifty six pints of blood were collected.  Thank you for giving “the gift of life” to those in need during the Christmas season.   The next blood drive is scheduled for March 1, 2009.  Many thanks to John and Kathleen Hannon for their continued work on this worthy event.
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January Birthdays 
Gregory M. Ehrmann      
1/01
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Vicente P. Carag Jr         
1/02

William T. Guyton          
1/03

Andrew J. Stoltz Jr          
1/03

John D. Levesque            
1/11

Robin C. Burke              
1/12

Gino Orsini                  
1/12

Everett A. Taylor            
1/12

Sam C. Yakulis               
1/13

Courtland V. Davis IV       
1/14

Nicholas La Pietra           
1/15

Deacon  Richard P. Smith  1/18

Michael J. Misyak           
1/21

Jason M. Canon               
1/21

William J. Tehan III         
1/23

John H. Schmidt              
1/23

Darrel J. Vidrine PGK        
1/23

Ray Cuevas                   
1/24

Raymond M. Graft             
1/24

Luis B. Carrillo             
1/24

Danny S. Verda               
1/25

Jeffrey A. Granger           
1/27

Carlos Marrero               
1/29
Daily Prayer List

Make sacrifices unto the Lord for the Sake of the Church on earth:

Pope Benedict XVI

Bishop Paul Stephen Loverde

All Priests of the Parish

Father Edward L. Richardson +

Fr. Steven Collins

Deacon Richard Smith

The Unborn

Pam Smith

All Military Service Personnel and Their Families

David Dufresne

Mick Leinweber

George Keidel

Christopher Ulmer

Charlotte D’Agostino

Bob and Flo Bradley

Devon Geary

Flo Lowe

Manual Gonzales

Jarexe Rodriques

Soul of Paul Kelly +

Helen Hodges

Robbie Merle

Dale Hudson

Jack Brady

Gunter und Francis Buhrdorf

Soul of Veronica Connolly +

Soul of John A. Chlebo +

Jim Dobbins

Soul of Connie Smith +

[image: image91.wmf]Florence Colosimo

Soul of Doug Asegan +

Jeff Denault

Fran Connolly

Soul of Martin Betts +

Faye Fruge

Roger Falardeau

Stephanie Geibel

Dan D’Agostino

Bob Willis

Waring family

All of our young Men and Women heading off to college this fall
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…draw your strength from the Lord and from His mighty power.  Put on the armor of God so that you may be able to stand firm against the tactics of the devil.  – Ephesians 6:10-11

With Sadness…

      We lost yet another Council Chaplain and Assembly Friar with the death of Fr. Charles M. Fisher.  Fr. Charlie was Chaplain of Our Lady of Lourdes Council #9953 in Richmond and Faithful Friar of James Cardinal Gibbons Assembly #3066.   Below is his published obituary.  Please keep him, his family, all those Brother Knights whose lives he touched in your prayers. 

 FISHER, Reverend Charles McKendick, 65, of Richmond, entered into eternal life January 9, 2009. He was preceded in death by his father, Dr. Ellis Ray Fisher. He is survived by his mother, Lois C. Fisher; two sisters, Martha L. Farber (Louis Jr.) and Jacque Vance-Cheatham (David); and several nieces and nephews. He was ordained a priest November 30, 1974. He served many parishes in the Richmond Diocese, most recently at Our Lady of Lourdes Catholic Church. His remains will rest at St. Joseph's Home, 1503 Michaels Rd., after 5 p.m. Sunday, where a Mass of Christian Burial will be celebrated at 10:30 a.m. Monday. He will then rest at Our Lady of Lourdes Catholic Church, 8200 Woodman Rd., for visitation from 5 to 8 p.m. Monday, with a Christian Wake service at 7 p.m, and where a Mass of Christian Burial will be celebrated at 11 a.m. Tuesday. Interment Holy Cross Cemetery. In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be made to Little Sisters of the Poor, St. Joseph's Home, 1503 Michaels Rd., Richmond, Va. 23229.

 
A Person’s a Person

Posted By Mickey Addison On January 26, 2007 @ 12:00 am In The Edge 

When my children were small, I used to read Dr. Suess stories to them. We all enjoyed them immensely, and I must confess that I probably enjoyed them most of all. The 500 Hats of Bartholomew Cubbins; Oh, Say Can You Say; McGillicot's Pool; One Fish, Two Fish, and The Cat in the Hat series were among our nightly treats.

There is something magical about holding a little one in your lap and reading lines like, "who knows what you'll find in McGillicot's Pool?" or "Do you like Green Eggs and Ham?" Dr. Suess — his real name was Theodor Geisel — had a gift of storytelling that gave us a wonderful way of looking at the world.
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Perhaps my very favorite was Horton Hears a Who. It's the story of a loveable elephant named Horton who hears first one small voice, and later many voices, from a speck of dust, and then risks his own life defending the little world of "Whos" that live on that tiny speck. Lots of characters come to kill the speck and deny its existence, turning their venom eventually toward Horton himself. Other jungle citizens try to boil the speck, smash it, and "dunk that dumb speck in the Beezle-Nut juice!" They couldn't hear the Whos yelling, "We're here!"

My children always got wide-eyed at the fervent desire of the Kangaroo and the Wickersham Gang to hurt Horton and smash the people he protected. And my kids clapped with glee when under Horton's encouragement, the Whos finally made enough noise to be heard. To their dismay, those bent on Horton and the Whos' destruction began to hear what Horton had been hearing all along: that "a person's a person, no matter how small." 

These are the thoughts that occupy my mind as we pass the horrible anniversary of the tragic decision by the United States Supreme Court to declare that infants in the womb are not people and can be disposed of at will. I know that many good people stand in for Horton and declare with their words and their marches across America that "a person's a person, no matter how small." If only we had the same solution as Horton, to allow our infants to scream, "We're here!" at the top of their lungs and enable those who mean to kill them to hear their small voices. 

But that is fantasy; infants are "Whos" who cannot speak for themselves, so we must, speak for them. 

We must speak for the pre-born children with our voices, with our bodies, with our prayers, and with our wallets. Walk for them, write for them, let their voices be heard. We must speak for their mothers and fathers as well, for their pain is not often acknowledged. The scourge of abortion injures everyone it touches. Whatever the case, infant and adult, parent and child, embryo and aged, we must remember that these are people. Human beings deserve to be

loved, respected, and granted their God-given dignity. They deserve to live.

It is a great sadness that 40,000,000 human beings have been murdered in the United States alone since the 1973 Roe v. Wade decision legalized their killing. How many "Whos" are missing from our schools, workplaces, and families? How much longer will this go on?
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Honor America Corps

The Religious Freedom Day static display went off without a hitch. Thanks to George Johnson, Marcel Dionne, Joe Fillare, and Andy Link.  This was a beautiful background setting for this auspicious event. 

In February we once again look forward to the parade in Alexandria for Presidents' Day on 16 February.  Also in February we will set up a static display at the LOW clubhouse for Honor the Clergy dinner.

Looking ahead to the month of March we will have the usual St. Patrick Day parades and the opening ceremony for the Special Olympic State Basketball Tournament.  In addition in March we will participate in the Washington Arch Diocese 4th Degree Exemplification and make a presentation to the students at Orange High School.

Please watch your email for dates and specifics.  If you are not receiving the HAC emails please contact  Frank Connors  (540)786-3177 or fsconnors@aol.com.
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Help in the Fight Against the "Freedom of Choice Act"! 

In November, the full body of U.S. bishops voted unanimously to mobilize the resources of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) and Catholic dioceses throughout the nation in opposition to the so-called "Freedom of Choice Act" (FOCA). If passed, FOCA would establish a "fundamental right" to abortion throughout the nine months of pregnancy, and would eliminate the ability of government - federal, state or local - to "deny or interfere with" this right. FOCA far exceeds even the U.S. Supreme Court's 1973 Roe v. Wade decision, by denying the American people the freedom they now have to set at least some limits on the abortion industry (e.g., parental involvement laws, informed consent laws, laws preventing taxpayer funding of abortion and laws preventing partial-birth abortion). If FOCA were to become law, abortion would become an entitlement that the government must fund and promote.

 

Please make the effort to call, write, or visit your National Congressional Reprehensive and Senators.  

Congressman Rob Wittman 

1318 Longworth HOB
Washington, DC 20515
ph: (202) 225-4261
fax: (202) 225-4382

Warner, Mark R.

B40C DIRKSEN SENATE OFFICE BUILDING WASHINGTON DC 20510 

Ph: (202) 224-2023 

E-mail: warner_info@warner.senate.gov
Webb, Jim 

144 RUSSELL SENATE OFFICE BUILDING WASHINGTON DC 20510 

(202) 224-4024  

Web Form: webb.senate.gov/contact/

“In the Catholic Tradition, responsible citizenship is a virtue, and participation in political life is a moral obligation. This obligation is rooted in our baptismal commitment to follow Christ and to bear Christian witness in all we do.”

– Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship, 
U.S. Catholic Bishops (November 2007)





FATHER WIDMER COUNCIL OFFICERS
Grand Knight 


Shon Ramsel SK


720-8954



Chaplain


FR. Robert DeMartino


659-1102
Deputy Grand Knight

Mike Ferry SK



373-8617

Chancellor 


Mike Godbout



443-994-7150

Recorder 




Financial Secretary 

Dan D’Agostino SK (PGK, FDD,PFN)
703 441-0362



Treasurer


Bob Ghormley SK (PGK)

752-9613

Advocate


Darrel Vidrine SK (PFN, PGK)

720-4037

Warden 


Bill Emond



659-1452

Inside Guard


Al Lowder



720-6776

Outside Guard


Paul Guilloux



659-6664

Trustee 3rd Year

Robert Merle



659-7571

Trustee 2nd Year

Jean-Marc  Guilloux


659-6664

Trustee 1st Year

Chris (Kit) Patterson


288-9645

Lecturer


Thomas Lawn



659-9702

GK Delegate to State

Shon Ramsel SK


720-8954

PGK Delegate to State

Bob Ghormley SK (PGK)

752-9613

1st Alt. Delegate to State
Mike Ferry



373-8617

2nd Alt. Delegate to State
Darrel Vidrine SK (PFN, PGK)

720-4037


Field Agent


Don Murphy SK (PGK)

      
720-2250 or 703-581-2733

District Deputy


Rick Caporali
SK (PGK)

286-3644

District Warden

Darrel Vidrine SK (PFN, PGK)

720-4037

FN Holy Trinity Assembly 
Dan Sullivan 

PROGRAM DIRECTOR/CHAIRMAN

Program Director

Mike Ferry SK



373-8617

Church Chairman

James Dobbins SK


752-1123

Community Chairman

Frankelly Santana


657-0071

Council Chairman

Bob Ghormley
SK (PGK)

752-9613

Family Chairman



Youth Chairman



Pro-Life Chair Couple

Jean-Marc and Valerie  Guilloux
659-6664

Vocations Chairman



KOVAR Chairman



Charities Chairman



Public Relations Chairman


Membership Chairman

Mike Godbout



443-994-7150

Recruitment Chairman



Retention Chairman



Insurance Program

Don Murphy (PGK)

      
720-2250 or 703-581-2733

Note:  All officers are required to notify the Grand Knight if they cannot attend a meeting.  

In case of sickness, death, or distress of members or family, please notify the Field Agent, Don Murphy at (540)720-2250, (703)581-2733, or Email  donald.murphy@kofc.org
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    Knights of Columbus, Fr. Widmer Council 7877, Post Office Box 672, Stafford, Virginia 22555-0672

Important Council Information is Enclosed

Please Mark Your Home Calendars With Knights Scheduled Activities
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NEW MEMBER PLAN.   If you have not taken advantage of the new member insurance plan, you may want to consider it. This plan is a modified whole life plan, which means it is good quality permanent life insurance that pays a dividend and has cash value. You must be 65 years old or younger and in good health to qualify. The premium is $50 per year and the face amount is based upon your age when you take it out, so it is to your advantage to apply for this coverage as early as possible. You may take this coverage once if you are a member in good standing. This plan does make you an insurance member of the Knights of Columbus. It helps your family, yourself, your council and your Order. If you do not have this coverage and you qualify, see your council Financial Secretary soon and apply. You will be glad you did.





Call me if you have questions or to make all this happen. For additional information and questions, please call me. Remember, your field agent is a Brother Knight serving Brother Knights.


** Don Murphy: Phone 720-2250 or 703-581-2733, or email � HYPERLINK "mailto:thomas.colosimo@kofc.org **" ��� HYPERLINK "mailto:donald.murphy@kofc.org" �donald.murphy@kofc.org��








Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you.  And behold, I am with you always, until the end of the age.


- Matthew 28: 19-20











On the Saturday before Christmas, Knights of the Father Widmer Council, led by Bob Merle, distributed Christmas baskets donated by the generous members of St William of York and 879 pounds of turkeys. The parish CYO distributed gifts contributed by SWOY parishioners through the CYO 'Giving Trees'.





Keep Christ In Christmas (KCIC) card sales and Christmas Wreath sales.





Knights of Columbus Youth Soccer Challenge





Knights in Action








