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NOTES ABOUT PEOPLE:

                   …by Frank Kizer

Greetings from Bartlett, TN: No long-winded preliminaries.  I’ll get right to the news.

Foster:  No word from Candy (Foster) Hudson this year.  Hope she and her Mom, Bonnie,  are doing well.. 

Davis: Thanks to Dave Davis for continuing to send me a lot of information about the Phillips family. I from hear from him a couple times a year and keep up the dialog about the Phillips side of the family

Harris: Eugenia Agee had triple bypass surgery this year.  Her poor eyesight and diabetes also cause her considerable trouble. She has now moved to St. Louis from Cahokia, IL.  She’s started surfing the Net with the aid of her grandson.  Way to go Eugenia!   Who says we seasoned citizens can’t handle this new technology the same as the young ones. 

Kizers:  Ruth, Frank’s wife, had an operation for breast cancer in July and has been undergoing chemotherapy and radiation treatments since then. She is handling the problem exceptionally well.  Naturally, we’re hoping she’ll be able to get back in the swing of things after these treatments are complete.  Wanda has just gotten out of the hospital.  She seems to be doing quite well at this time.  Bob has moved from Ash Flat to Tuckerman, AR. Mary (Kizer) Fisher and her son, Mike, live in Osceola.

Knotts:  Millard talks with Aunt Beulah quite often by telephone.  She enjoys frequent visits from the children and grandchildren. Her son Eldon lives nearby, and they take a trip down to McDonald’s for breakfast quite often.  I’m sure she would be delighted to get a telephone call, letter, or visit from any of you.

Milams:  Grover Milam (son of Uncle Mack Milam) is suffering severe loss of memory.  Out prayers go out to Grover and his wife Pauline. I am indebted to Lyda (Milam) Davidson for most of the information that I have about the Milams.  I got some of it from a Milam out in Virginia, but because of a hard drive failure I’ve lost that person’s name.

Some of you may remember Verlon McCarroll.  Lyda Davidson says he has retired  to the Stokes area.  What some of you may not know is that he is related to the Milams.  I believe it’s through Lucinda Milam, sister of Hugh Benjamin Milam, who was the father of Uncle Robert Milam and Grandma Tiney (Milam) Phillips.  ( Hope that syntax is not too tangled for  anyone to follow.)

Phillips:  Woody’s wife, Flora Belle, and his daughter, Saundra, passed away this year. The bad things that have happened to most of us seem to pale in comparison to that double loss that Woody has suffered.  We pray for him and his family. 

General: That’s about it for now.   If any of you have news for next year, please send it to me some time around next December.  Please feel free to use my email address if you have a computer.  Until then, the best of everything to all of you.  

                  *       *         *                                                             

Computer Users:  For those of you who have a computer, and who still feel connected to Randolph County, there’s a Randolph Country Website that has some interesting information on it.  You can also find a place there to subscribe to a system for exchanging email with other people having connections to Randolph County. Here’s the URL:  

http://www.rootsweb/~arrandol/
  I also have a private space at www.myfamily.com.  There’s some of my genealogy files, past newsletters, and other stuff on it.  I realize it’s highly unlikely that any of you would be interested in this.  But just in case, if you’ll send me an email with a user ID and password of your choice, I’ll get it set up so you can sign on.  Finally, if any of you want any part of my files, I’ll be glad to email you the file of your choosing.

            *          *         *

About this issue:

Last year I devoted most of the newsletter to the Phillips side of the family.  This year, I’m going to try to deal with the information on the Milam side of the family.  The information extends into a period when records were very poorly kept, so there’s a lot of uncertainty in the information. Most of the information that I’ll include came from other sources. 

  As in last year’s story about the Phillips family, I have done a little weaving of the history of the times into this story on the Milams.   As I said last year, I’ve had some misgivings about doing this because many people frankly don’t like the stuff of history. But last year was your chance to take me to task for including the history stuff and you didn’t do it. So, you lost your chance. (. 

  Just one more thing: When I say, “These are the children of such and such,” what I really mean is that these are the children that I know about.  There may have been – and in many, cases most likely were--other children that I have no information about.  Enough rambling.  Let’s get on with the story.

A Short History of the Milam Family

                (1725 - 1936)

         *** by Frank Kizer

  Imagine yourself in a land where there’s no Internet, no radio or TV –not even Pokemon--, no airplanes, no telephone, no cars, and no fast food.  Imagine a time six years before establishment of the first library, seven years before George Washington’s birth, fifty-six years before the founding of Los Angeles by Spanish missionaries, and sixty years before founding the first state university.   Food is almost exclusively prepared in the home, and clothes for the common people are made by hand.  

  This is the kind of world that John Milam, our most distant known ancestor,  was born into in the year 1725.

  So John came into that world in Culpepper County, Virginia, and a few years later, in 1745, he married Judith Bartlett Cole.  Judith was born about 1730.      

  Undoubtedly, they had several children but I have record of these: Samuel;  Bartlett; James; Benjamin; John, Jr.; Thomas;  and Madison. (Don’t take me to court on these children. (  They could be wrong.) 

  At the time their son John was born in 1753, the Milams lived in Brunswick County, Virginia.  They lived there for what was apparently a short time after John was born and then moved a distance of about 70 miles almost due west to Halifax County, Virginia.  The elder John Milam died about 1788 and his wife, Judith died in 1775.  Both died in Halifax County, Virginia. 


*     *     *

  Before we take up the extensive information on their son John, allow me to take a brief detour to outline why I started with John Milam.  

  Obviously, there were Milams before John Milam, since Milam genealogists like to start out by saying, “…Milams [or Mileham as it was them spelled.] came to England from Normandy in 1066 with William the Conqueror.”  But let’s fast forward to about the 1630s when two brothers John [another John to keep up with!] and Humphrey arrived in Boston.    

  The controversy about whether there’s a connection between our John and Thomas Milam and those two in Boston becomes hot and heavy among heavy hitters in Milan research such as Oliver Milam and Robert Wilbanks IV.  So, I started with John because he is pretty much established in records.  

  John’s ancestors tended to migrate south and west to SC, GA, AL, TN and AR.  His brother Thomas’s side of the family tended to migrate to WV, KY, TN, IL, IN and then south to MS, LA, and TX.  Benjamin Rush Milam, hero of the Texas Revolution and perhaps the most famous Milam, was descended from Thomas.  So much for the detour, let’s get on with the story.                

  John Milam II (I’ll call him John Milam II to avoid confusion with the other Johns, but his deposition indicates that he was called John Milam.) was born July 12, 1753 in Brunswick County, Virginia.

  The town of Brunswick was (and still is) located about 60 miles as the crow flies, almost due south of Richmond, only a few hours walk from the North Carolina border.  Yet John Milam II was to take up his gun and “march” hundreds of miles all around the East Coast in answer to the call for soldiering in the cause of the American Revolution.  

  What motivated John Milam II to undertake this long journey will never be known to us for certain.  But at least in his actions, he was a true patriot.  He hung in there for his entire 2-year enlistment when many, many others were deserting and going home.  He marched all over the country from Halifax, Va.  to the tidewater are; then up through Baltimore to Morristown, New Jersey and Valley Forge, Pennsylvania fighting in several battles along the way.

  When his enlistment was up, he went home, but was soon drafted.   He served his 4-month draft period fighting in such places as Ninety-six and Camden in South Carolina.

  John Milam would have been about 28 years old when he came home from fighting in South Carolina. Whether he was married at some time when he was younger, I don’t not know.  But the first marriage we have record of is his marriage to Nancy McClardy in about 1790.  He would have been about 37 years old at that time. Nancy was born in about 1755.  In 1813, after Nancy died, and while he was living in Laurens, SC, John married Poly Allison.  

  A Milam researcher, Vera Milam Ryker, indicates that John Milam II, probably had three wives and perhaps as many as 19 children.  I have knowledge of only two wives and the children I’ve listed below.

   I’m not sure how the children are divided up between Nancy and Poly, but from the dates of birth, it looks as if John and Nancy had the following children: Dicey, Jane, Poly, Nancy, John, Wiley, Lucinda, William Bartlett, and Lucin Darella “Cindirella.” 

   John was about 60 years old when he married Poly. So, it may be that they had no children. 

  John died October 26, 1838 in Madison County, AL.  He was about 85 years old when he died, an incredible age in that time for one of modest means.

  William Bartlett Milam was born to John and Nancy on April 15, 1792, in Laurens, South Carolina.  He died January 1847. (I’m not sure about this date.  The source was hard to read.)  He married Lucy Atkins.

  I have these children for William and Nancy:  John Benjamin; Willis; Wiley T.; Thomas A.

 William and Lucy’s son John Benjamin Milam is the next in direct line of descent for our family. John Benjamin Milam was born May 28, 1818 in Alabama. He married Mary Spray April 3, 1844 in Lincoln County, Tennessee.  Mary was born about 1825 in Tennessee.   

  John Benjamin and Mary had the following children: Lucinda J., John H., Susanna, Lucy Ann, James W. L. , Hugh Benjamin, Louisa J., and D. Richard Mack Milam.

                 *      *       *

  One naturally wonders what happened with the Milam family during the great social upheaval that was the American Civil War.  Looking at the ages of the people that I have, it seems that John H. Milam, born in 1848, was the only one of the children in the proper age group for service.  But I have no information on him other than his birth date.  So, what happened to the Milams during the Civil War remains a mystery to me. 

   Hugh Benjamin Milam was born April 10, 1856.  He married Laura Ann Robinson on June 23, 1877. Laura was the sister of Mary I. Robinson, the third wife of Benjamin F. Phillips. 

Hugh Benjamin and Laura had one child, Tiney Ellen Milam.  Laura died either in childbirth with Tiney or shortly thereafter.  

On August 23, 1895 Tiney Milam married William H. Phillips.  At this point the story of the Milams merges with the story of the Phillips family, which was in last year’s newsletter. So, those of you who may be interested in making that connection can get out last year’s newsletter and follow the family history from there. (Oops! Could it have been put in the wastebasket?)

  Just a few more notes on Hugh Benjamin before I end this story.   Shortly after Laura died, Hugh Benjamin married Sarah Thomas, a cousin to Laura Robinson.  

  I’ve often heard my Mom and Dad speak of Uncle Robert Milam and Uncle Mack Milam (actually Andrew Mack), who were children of Hugh Benjamin and Sarah.  In fact, my Dad did some work gathering corn for Uncle Robert at one time.    

  Uncle Robert Milam is the grandfather of Lyda Davidson, whom many of you know, and Grover Milam is the son of Uncle Mack Milam.  And in that direction is another branch of the Milam family that was apparently quite close to Tiney (Milam) Phillips and her children. 


*      *      *

  The migration pattern of the Milam family, is strikingly similar to that of the Phillips family, which I wrote about in last year’s newsletter.  In fact, it is so similar that one might be tempted to wonder if these families knew one another.  But that would be a rather giant leap of a hopeful imagination.  

  The whole story of what drove these families to take the long trek from Virginia to the Carolinas, to Alabama, to Tennessee, and finally to Arkansas is, of course, a mystery.  But whatever secondary reasons there may have been, I think it is safe to assume that the most basic of the reasons was the desire to own land that would provide a good living for the family.  Of course, to do this most of our relatives had to obtain this land at a modest price. This modest price may have played a large part in some of the moves that don’t exactly make sense to us at this time.  

. 

               *     *    *

End Note: There’s a large amount of data in this short history, so I have no doubt that there are errors in what I’ve written.  If anyone finds errors, I would appreciate your letting me know.

  I just now re-read the last year’s newsletter, and I noticed more spelling, grammatical, and syntactical errors than I could believe.  I am inclined to believe that I deleted my edited copy and saved (and mailed to you) the draft copy. I hope I’ve done a better job than last year on this newsletter.  

***************************

Odds and Ends: The chosen publisher of the new history of Randolph County History book didn’t follow through on the publication, so the task was taken from him.  There’s hope that the book will be published some time this spring.

…whasssup next?

 When I started mailing this newsletter six or seven years ago, I had the modest goals of making our extended family more aware of the heritage that we all share and perhaps getting us all a little better acquainted with one another.

  I’m not sure have effectively the awareness of our heritage has been transmitted, but at least the information is in your hands to do whatever you wish with it.  As for getting better acquainted, at least it’s worked for me.  I’ve enjoyed immensely getting to know more about you and knowing about some of you that I never knew about before.

  I’ve written a lot of stuff about our ancestors during these years.  Now, I’ve  just about exhausted my supply of information. But I have one more story I’d like to tell: The story of John Milam II as Revolutionary War patriot.  So, I’ll deal with that story next time, in 2001 and then perhaps as someone else recently said, “ it’s time for me to go.”

….Humor?  Humor is a fragile thing that requires a delicate touch to communicate.  So, I’ve mostly left humor out of these newsletters.  But this time,  in a reckless moment, I’ve decided to include a few tidbits that I hope will arouse some small stirrings of mirth within your spirits.  Here goes:

· Nature should be a little more tolerant of a vacuum.

· Never miss a good chance to keep your mouth shut.

· Take my advice.  I’m not using it.

· It used to be only death and taxes that were certain.  Now there’s shipping and handling.

· I’m always eager to learn, but do not always enjoy being taught.  

· I’m fully buzzword compliant.

Now you know why I never tried humor before. (
Bye for now and God bless you every one. 

Frank


