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NOTES ABOUT  PEOPLE:

                   …by Frank Kizer

Greetings from Bartlett, TN:

  Again I’m pinchhitting on Millard’s news about people.  Here’s what I have. 

Davidson: Lyda’s address has changed to from Maynard to Pocahontas.  Same street address, just a different post office. 
Foster:  I  had a letter from Candy (Foster) Hudson who, as many of you know, is the daughter of  Bonnie Foster.  Bonnie and Candy live in St. Louis.   Candy told me that her brother is getting interested in the family history.  So, as she said, that makes three of us. 

Davis:  I am indebted to Dave for a lot of my information about the Phillips family. I hear from him a couple times a year and keep up the dialog about our family.  

Harris:  Billy Jack had problems with his heart and had to have a pacemaker installed.  That’s about all I know about it.  Our prayers and hopes go out to him.  For those of you who remember Clifton Harris, he died last November at the remarkable age or 104.

Kizers:  I, Frank, had angioplasty early this spring.  I had one clogged artery, but fortunately I discovered it before there was any damage to the heart.  Except for some episodes of arrhythmia, I seem to be doing okay.

Knots:  Several of us visited with Aunt Beulah this summer.  She seems to be doing fairly well and maintaining her sense of self-sufficiency and sense of humor.  

Phillips:  Ruthie Phillips died this summer after a long illness.  Our sympathies to her brother, Woody, and to all of Ruthie’s family.  

Marilyn Morgan, Lavetta Mae’s daughter, keeps in touch with the Lyda Davidson, and I also hear about her from various members of the family.  We’d be pleased to her more from you Marilyn.  

General:  Though it was a sad occasion, we were able to see several members of the extended family at Ruthie’s funeral.  We saw Rayburn, Billie Jack, Aldena, Eugneia, and, of course, Woody.  It was great to see all of them. 

  That’s about it for now.   If any of you have news for next year, please send it to me some time around next December.  Please feel free to use my email address if you have a computer.  Until then, the best of everything to all of you.  

                  *        *         *

A short story from the past:
Those of you who were born in Randolph County may remember the story of John Kizer.  (No relation to us so far as I know.)  At one time he was the County Agent of Randolph County and apparently had some influence, maybe even a little admiration, of some of the people in Randolph County. 

Well, as it turns out he was probably the most notorious killer ever to live in Randolph County.  The story as I have it was that he killed his wife as well as other people related to him. Stories I have recently heard on the Internet say that he may have killed as many as 16 or 18 people.  I believe he committed suicide before he was brought to trial.  His criminal life was so notorious that there was a story about him in one of those crime magazines that were so popular a number of years back. 

From some reason there’s been a revived interest in him.  Recent emails on the Randolph County genealogy site give some of the details of his crimes.  A teacher at a community college near Pocahontas is writing a book about John Kizer and has volunteered to send me a copy if he gets it published.  

I realize this may be a little off-the-wall for some of you, but some us grew up hearing those horror stories about “Old John Kizer,” and I thought that it might continue to fascinate some of you as it does me 

               *              *                *

About this issue of the newsletter:

This issue is going to be a little different from the last several issues.  I have probably made all of the major breakthroughs that I will make in tracing our ancestors.  Further information will probably be mostly details.  

So, I have decided to devote this issue to passing on a summary of what information of have.  

I have done a little weaving of the history of the times into this story of our ancestors.  I had some misgivings about doing this, because I guessed I’d probably lose some of you.  I’m sort of cruising along on Life 3.1 in which things of the past are important or interesting and many of you are probably up and running with Life 5.0 where the important things are the now and the future. But I decided to do include a little history anyway in the belief that it would be of help in understanding the hardships that our ancestors had to confront and overcome. 

Enough said about that.  Let’s get on with the story.

A Short History of the Phillips Family

                (1806 - 1936)

         *** by Frank Kizer

William Phillips was born in North Carolina in 1806, about three years before Abraham Lincoln was born.  Catherine (sometimes also listed as Rebecca) was born in about 1812 shortly before the British set fire to various buildings in Washington, DC during The War of 1812.

At that time, America was vastly different from anything any of us have experienced.  Maybe vastly different from anything many of us can imagine. 

 It would be 40 years before Howe would patent the sewing machine, a little over 40 years before Samuel Morris’s telegraph would see significant commercial usage, and 70 years before Alexander Graham Bell patented the telephone.  

Railroad lines were mostly used for short-run factory lines and were horse drawn.  It was not until six years after William and Catherine had moved to Tennessee that a 127-mile track for a steam locomotive was completed from Charleston to Hamburg, South Carolina. 

Meanwhile, walking was a major way of getting places.   Charles Goodyear, later to develop a process for vulcanization of rubber, walked ten miles to see someone he thought would lend him $50 dollars to feed his family.  Unable to get the loan, he walked ten miles back home the next day. 

So, it was a “hard-knock life” as Little Orphan Annie would say, even around metropolitan areas.   Even though all of the gold mined in the United States before 1828 came from North Carolina, it’s unlikely that had any effect on the Phillips family.   Since they probably lived on the farm, they may have had a horse and perhaps a wagon, but it is almost certainly true that they did not spend their time with the nineteenth century equivalent of Beanie Babies and Pokemon. 

                   *      *      *

The writer has not been able to locate the Phillips family in North Carolina.  Their birth there is known only through US Census records indicating their place of birth.  The first records of them are after they moved to Tennessee. 

What drove them to take the long trek from North Carolina to Tennessee is also a mystery.  We do know, however, that the crops grown in the Carolinas, was a great waster of the soil and that farmers tended to exhaust the soil with one crop and move westward to newer and more fertile lands rather than follow practices to maintain the fertility of the soil.  The cotton gin was in wide use and slavery was growing rapidly to provide labor for  increasing cotton production along the eastern seaboard. 

At any rate, both William and his wife  were probably were in Tennessee sometime around 1827.  Their first child, Margaret was born in TN in 1828. (Whether they married in NC or later in TN is not known.)

For over twenty years the Phillips family wondered back and forth between Tennessee, Alabama, and Mississippi. The psychological motives, economic imperatives, or family ties that drove this wandering have been of intense interest to the writer, but unfortunately they have  slipped through a crack in  time and are probably permanently lost to our generation. 

The records of family births speak fairly clearing though, of a wandering around between these regions. 

During these wonderings, William and Rebecca had these children.

 Margaret, b: 1828 in TN;  James J. , b: 1832  in AL; Julia Ann, b: 1834 in AL;  William, b: 1838, in TN; Serrinda, b: 1840, in AL; Mary, b: 1842 in AL;  Serrinda in about 1840 and Mary in 1842.  Benjamin Franklin, b: 1845 in MS, and Rosanna, b: 1847 in MS.  The children who were born in Tennessee, except possibly for Margaret,  were born in Hardin County and the two born in Mississippi were both born in Tishomingo County, MS.  Sarah was born in Tennessee in about 1852.  The writer has not been able to locate the place in Alabama where some of the children were born. 

Some time probably shortly after Sarah was born, the Phillips family moved to Ripley County, Missouri.  They are listed there in the US census for 1860 along with Benjamin, Rosanna, and Sarah.  

How long they lived in Ripley County and why they left is not clear.  Soon after the 1860 census, a great war would grip our country, pitting brother against brother and neighbor against neighbor. It has been suggested that the Phillips family was strongly aligned with the Confederate cause, and that this may have caused them to move across the border to Randolph County, which according to that idea would have been more strongly aligned with their beliefs.  

The writer does not know what to make of this suggestion.  The few facts that I have (thanks to Dave Davis) are that  James J. Phillips served for some considerable time in the Confederate army, and was taken prisoner during the latter part of the war. (See the 1999 Newsletter for an account of his life and service in the war.) Whether any of the other children severed in the Civil war is not known.

History tells us, however, that northern Arkansas was strongly divided about the Civil War and that roughly one out of six who served in the war fought for the Union.  Exactly what the sentiment was in Randolph County, the writer does not know.

At any rate, it was perhaps sometime around the middle or early 1860s, that William Phillips came across the state line from Ripley County, Missouri and settled in Randolph County, AR ending the wandering that had characterized the life of his family for over thirty years.

Two children, Frank and John,  were born after the family settled in Randolph Country, AR.  John was born in 1859, and Frank in 1865.  They were in Little Black Township where, apparently, they remained until the death of William on  July 31,  1876. 

One of the things that has bothered the writer is the age of Catherine at the time of birth of these children, especially Frank.  Catherine would have been about 52 or 53 years old at his birth.  That’s a very old age for childbirth in those hard times.  What the implications of that may be, I am not sure.  

At any rate, one of their older children and a direct descendant of ours, Benjamin Franklin Phillips, came to Randolph County some time around 1868, or perhaps a little earlier. Burial records of children of Frank, as he was called, indicate that his first wife was Molly Ellen Seagraves.  They married some time around 1867 and their first son William Henry Phillips was born on December 12, 1868.  They then had three other children.:  James F., b: 1871, Missouri, b: March 9, 1874, and Catherine, b: 1878.   

Where the Frank Phillips family lived up to the death of Frank’s father is unclear, but records indicate that Frank bought his father’s land when his father died.  So, it is reasonable to assume that they later moved to his father’s place.

Apparently, Frank’s first wife died shortly after Catherine was born, or perhaps during child birth, because Frank married Mary C. McNeese on November 19, 1879. Mary was the daughter of George Washington and Elizabeth McNeese.   Benjamin and Mary are listed in the 1880 US Census for Randolph County, Columbia Township, along with Ben’s four children by his first wife.  

As far as the writer has been able to determine, Mary and Frank had no children.  They lived together for some time, but on October 4, 1893, Frank married Mary I. Robinson, daughter of John and Seulita Robinson from Hardin County, Kentucky.  Whether Mary died or they were divorced has not been determined by the writer.  Frank and Mary Robinson had one child, Armstrong Phillips, born in September 1894.  Benjamin died in Randolph County in January 1897.  

Children of Benjamin Franklin Phillips and His first Wife.

William Henry Phillips :   Very little is known of the early life of  Grandpa William Phillips. There’s a family tradition that Bill Phillips, as he was called,  thought highly of Mary McNeese, so it is reasonable to assume that he lived with Frank and Mary until Bill’s marriage to Margaret McNeese on December 26, 1887.  Margaret was the sister of Mary, his father’s second wife.  Bill and Margaret had two children.  Zora Ellen, b: June 1888 and Willie Eacel, b: August 18, 1893.  Margaret died at Eacel’s birth and Eacel was taken into the home of   “Aunt” Rice Ulmer, who was the sister of Mary and Margaret McNeese.  Eacel apparently stayed there until Bill Phillips married again.  

On August 23, 1895 Bill married Tiney Milam.  Tiney was the only daughter of  Hugh Benjamin Milan and Laura Robinson.  Laura was the sister of Mary I. Robinson, the third wife of Bill Phillips father. Laura died at the time of Tiney’s birth.   

These are Bill Phillips and Tiney’s  six children.:  Ben F. Phillips, b:  October 1895. James W., b: December 1897, Lucy Alice b: May 23, 1900; Minnie Etta, b: June 23, 1902; Henry, b: January 5, 1908, and Beulah Mae, b: April 15, 1912.  Tiney died on July 11, 1931.


The question naturally arises as to where the Bill Phillips family lived.  Frank Phillips, Bill Phillips father, died without a will, and the property that he had bought was divided among his children.  It may be that the Bill Phillips family lived on his share of the property. Later he bought more land form the other heirs.  Records indicate that Missouri Stokes sold her share of the land to Bill Phillips in 1901 and that Armstrong later sold his share of the land to Bill Phillips.  Catherine “Kate” is listed as an heir of Frank Phillips, but the possibility has been raised that perhaps she died before taking possession of  her share of the property.  The property is described in the sale as follows: “ the South half of the north east quarter sec. 26, T. 20, N.R. 1 east, 80 acres.”


After Tiney’s death, Bill Phillips eventually sold the old Phillips home place and spent some time with his various married children including Lucy, Henry and Beulah.  He remained in the Maynard area and died at the home of his second child, Eacel who was married to Estel Harris.  Bill Phillips died December 12, 1950.  Bill and Tiney are buried in the Brockett Cemetery. (The years of their births listed on their tombstones are too late by one year.)


James F. Phillips: The author has no record on James except the entry in the 1880 US Census.  There’s a family tradition that he died when he was a young man – nineteen or so – from overexposure to cold weather.  Since a  man of that young age dying from cold weather seems highly unusual, the writer does know what to make of that story.   


Missouri Phillips:  Missouri  married James Travis Stokes on March 26 1896.  Their children were Emma, b: Dec 1896; William Henry, b: 1901; Anna, b: 1904; Lorine, b: 1907; Lula, b: 1908; Delia, b: 1911.    Missouri died June 20, 1940.  She is buried in the Masonic Cemetery in Pocahontas, AR.


Catherine Phillips:  The writer has no history on Catherine other than that she was named in a letter of administration on her father’s property in 1895.  Millard Kizer remembers that our mother, Lucy (Phillips) Kizer, spoke of her Aunt Kate Phillips.  There’s also a story that she was almost totally blind, and that she died soon after losing her eyesight. 

Child of Benjamin F. Phillips and His Third Wife


Armstrong Phillips:  Armstrong Phillips was the only child of Benjamin F. Phillips and Mary I. Robinson.  After his father died he stayed with his mother for some time.   Armstrong became the ward of Joseph Weisenbach and, on May 16, 1903 when Armstrong was eight years old, petitioned the court to sell Armstrong’s share of  his father’s land.  His share was described as follows:  “one-third interest in and to the South half of the north east quarter sec. 26, T. 20, R.R. 1 east, 80 acres.   

Armstrong  is listed in the 1900 US Census with his mother, Mary, her mother, Lutica, and her brother Richard.  

He appears again in the 1910 US Census as a hired hand in the family of Thomas H. Roberts.  

Aunt Beulah (Phillips) Knots says that Armstrong stayed with the Bill Phillips family until “he went off to seek his fortune.”  

Millard Kizer remembers that Armstrong was a surveyor during the time the drainage network was being dug in Poinsett County, AR.  That may be where he went to seek his fortune.  


Children of William Henry Phillips

Zora Ellen Phillips:  Ellen married Carl W. Tipton in 1909.  They had one son Jack Tipton.  Ellen died at Jack’s birth.  Carl married Marie Baker in 1936.  They later moved to Manila, AR where they lived for many years, perhaps until their deaths.  

Jack visited the Kizer family on several occasions when they lived in the Manila and Floodway areas.  He wrote a column in one of the local papers under the head of Tipton Says.

Willie Eacel Phillips:  Eacel married Estel Harris.  Estel was the son of Warren Harris and Cora Kerley.  These were their children: Stanley, b: 1914; Aldena b: April 15, 1916; Rayburn, b: April 25, 1920; Brown, b: August 24, 1922; Eugenia, b: October 8, 1925; Billy Jack b: December 5, 1931, and Freda Mae, b: May 15, 1936.

  Uncle Estel lived to the amazing age of 101.  Aunt Eacel died November 11, 1963 and Uncle Estel died April 27, 1987. 


Ben F. Phillips:  Millard Kizer remembers that the family called Ben “Little Benny.”  Millard also remembers that Ben F. died of cancer of the nose and throat before he was five years old.  Ben is listed as two years old in the 1900 US Census. 


James W. Phillips:  James W. Phillips  married  Dora B. Daniels, daughter of William Daniels  and Clara Robinson in 1918.   These are their children.  Ruthie L., b: 1919; Woodrow b: 1920, Waldo “Mug,” b: 1922; Ray b: 1925; Wiley, b: 1932, and Emanuel “Fod”, b: 1935.  They were all born in Randolph County.  In later years they moved to Portland, Oregon where Uncle Wiley died in 1957.  Their son Woodrow lives in Sikeston, MO.


Lucy Alice Phillips:  Lucy Alice married Oscar Louis Kizer in 1916.  Family tradition has it that Oscar was orphaned when he was a small child, probably less than five years old.  His family probably lived in the area of Attica.  There is not much known about his early life.  Apparently he moved around among various families working as a hired hand after he was old enough.  The first record the writer has of him is the 1910 US Census where he was listed as a hired hand with the family of Richard Roberts in Columbia Township.  The places of birth of his father and mother are listed in that census as unknown. 

These were the children of Lucy and Oscar.   Millard Louis, b: November 20, 1917, James Conway, b: August 2, 1919; Norma Mae b: May 16, 1921; Elwanda Euvena b: July 22, 1923; Thomas Henry, b: February 4, 1926; Robert Eric b: March 3, 1927, Daily Franklin b: September 29, 1929; Benney Edward b: June 25 1933;  Mary Evelyn, b: July 18, 1935; Jackie Eugene, b: October 20, 1939.  Oscar died on April 18, 1941 and Lucy died December 2, 1991.  

In the summer of 1936, the Kizer family moved to the Leachville, AR for a while and then on to Osceola.   They then moved to Floodway for two years and then back to the area of Osceola.    Oscar and Lucy lived in that area until their deaths.  Oscar died April 4, 1941 and Lucy on December 2, 1991.  


Minnie Etta Phillips: Minnie Phillips married Claud Foster, son of James M. and Matilda Foster on August 18, 1918. Their children were Durell b: August 25, 1919; Lavell b: February 6, 1922; Bonnie, b: August 13, 1930. The Fosters moved to St. Louis some time after 1936, and lived there for some considerable time.  Claud died July 15, 1969 in Vanduser, MO, and Minnie died October 1, 1970 in Sikeston, MO.  


Henry Phillips: Henry married Opal Johnson about 1930 in Randolph County, AR.  He met a violent death on July 25, 1937 under circumstances which are not entirely clear to the writer.  Opal later married Peter Daniels.  Their daughter, Levetia (Phillips) Morgan, died in January, 1994.  Levitta’s daughter, Marilyn Morgan, now lives in Park Forest, Illinois. 


Beulah Mae Phillips:  Beulah married Doswell Eldon “Doc” Knots, son of Burton and Ollie Knots in 1929.  Their children were Bernice, b: Aug 9, 1930; Eldon, b: February 17, 1933; Doris Ellen, b: February 7, 1936; Dorothy Sue, b: October 25, 1938; Margaret Ann, b: March 1, 1942; Donald James, b: May 10, 1947; Janice Christine, b: June 12, 1952; Sharon Kay, b: September 1, 1953.   The Doc Knots family moved to the Osceola area with the Kizers in 1936 leaving there at about the same time as the Kizers.  They eventually settled in Campbell, MO where Doc died in 1997.  At the time of this writing, January, 2000, Aunt Beulah is living there near her son Eldon. 

End Note:  In a large amount of data such as included in this short history, there will invariably be errors.  If anyone knows of errors in what I have included here, I would appreciate your letting me know.

****************************

Odds and Ends: There’s a new history of Randolph County being published.  I submitted brief histories for families of William, Benjamin Franklin, and Grandpa.   I haven’t heard anything about them yet.  The deadline for submissions is March 31, 2000.  If you’re interested in submitting one for your family, you can contact the Randolph County Historical Society.  The best way to find out all about it is to log onto the Randolph County Website at http://www.rootsweb.com/~arrandol/.  

The price of the book is $49.95 plus $5.00 shipping.

That’s all for now folks. Those of you who have computers, please feel free to email me at my email address: formeng@aol.com.     

Bye for now and best of everything to all of you. 

Frank


