Sorry we're late again: 





Sound like a familiar story?  Just about the time I started to bring out the first copy of the newsletter, my printer refused to feed paper.  So, I've spent the past several days trying to get that repaired and in working order.  Anyway, here’s the important part of the letter:  News of the families from Millard. 


		Frank


	* * *


NEWS OF THE FAMILIES


	by Millard Kizer





Hello Kinsmen:


...first a little chit chat.





Old man winter has been kinder to Jackie and me this year than last.  It's been a very rainy season, but the temperature has been fairly pleasant.  Still,   I have to remember that there's  time left in this winter for a blizzard to blow in up here in these hills.  Jackie and I have been doing a little short distance traveling to see some things of interest.  We went to Branson a couple of times, and to Tunica--the casino town--a couple of times.  We also went to Nashville with Frank and Ruth to see the Opryland Christmas display and the Grand Old Opry.  The Christmas display was spectacular, both in the daytime and at night.  The Opry was interesting because I'd listened to it so many times back when we were a young family and all together.  I'll have to say, though, that the music wasn't first rate country as far as I'm concerned. 





...and now news of the families.





With a few exceptions, the extended family has been in sort of a  holding pattern this past year, so my so-called news may seem like an exercise in  déjà vu.  Anyway, for what it's worth, here goes.





Foster:  Bonnie (Foster) Hudson who, as many of you know, is the daughter of Aunt Minna  (Phillips) Foster has been found thanks to Eugenia.  Bonnie still lives  in St. Louis.   That’s about all of the information that I have on her at this time. 





Harris:  Aldena, Billy Jack, and Freda Mae continue to live in the St. Louis area.  I have just had a nice telephone conversation with Dena [Known to we younger ones as Aldena. Ed.] and she tells me that she is well and will celebrate her 80th birthday on May, 24th.  Congrats, Dena.  Take care of yourself because we want you to stick around for the ushering in of the year 2000.  I have also talked to Eugenia, who lives at Cahokia, Illinois, and at that time she was really whacked out with a bad case of the flu.  Take care Gina, and be a good girl, and take your flu shots every fall.  Believe, me they really work.  I take mine religiously, and I haven't had as much as a sniffle for two years.  Rayburn has moved from the old home place at Stokes to a new home two miles west of Pocahontas.  By the way, Jackie and I were pleasantly surprised just the other day to have Rayburn and Ada Mae come by and visit with us.  After lunch, Jackie and Ada Mae retired to the sun porch and indulged in serious girl talk and bird watching while Rayburn and I relaxed in the living room reminiscing about old times.  It was great!





Kizer:   Jackie and I continue to live at Horseshoe Bend and enjoy the peace and quiet of  a small, rural, retirement community.   Conway and Mary are still in  Osceola.   Conway told me today that he has cut back significantly on his jogging.  This was on the advice of his doctor.  Needless to say, I breathed a sign of relief.   Mary is administrative assistant to the mayor of Luxoria and is looking forward to retirement in a couple of years.    Wanda still lives in California with her husband, Truman.  Their son Bob and daughter Frances also live there.  Wanda continues to pursue her hobby of being a yard-sale junkie on Saturdays.  Bob Kizer sold his home at Evening Shade-- he sold his farm last year--and bought a nice place at Ash Flat.  Now he's just fifteen  minutes from our place and five minutes from Wal-Mart  Since his retirement last year, Frank  has finally settled in at Bartlett, Tennessee.  He’s involved in tutoring math on-line and at a local community college. 





Knotts: I talked on the phone with  Aunt Beulah, and she’s had a hip replacement.  She’s now able to get about much better.  We are all thankful for  that she’s now able to get around some without the wheelchair. Aunt Beulah's  children, Eldon, Sue, Sharon and Margie live nearby.   At my last accounting, their son Donald lived in Leewood, Kansas, and I believe Bernice lives in Kentucky.  





Milam:  Grover Milam and his wife, Pauline, still live in the Stokes community.  Jackie and I had a delightful visit with them last summer.  Pauline treated us to a delicious home cooked mean--yum, yum.  Grover showed me through his beautiful garden.  That dude could have written the book on gardening.  Jackie fell in love with one of Pauline's hand-made quilts and guess what:  Old Millard came home minus a few bucks.  Lyda (Milam) Davidson and her Mom, Eula, also live in the Stokes community.  Lyda works in Pocahontas where she has been employed for many years with The Department  of Human Services.   Inis (Milam) Slayton lives near Pocahontas and Vada (Akins) Scott also lives at Pocahontas.   Vada, as many of  you will remember,  is the daughter of Aunt Annie (Milam) Akins.  Cleatus Akins lives in the Stokes community.  He's retired from the Navy.





Phillips:  Woody and his wife Flora   Belle  live in Sikeston, Missouri.  Woody  works part time at  J. C.  Penny's.  He says it gives him something to do and keeps him off the streets. 





...Illnesses.


 Eugenia (Harris) Agee tells me that she has learned to cope fairly well with diabetes and impaired vision, but surely misses being able to drive.  Lyda (Milam) Davidson underwent major surgery last November to remove a large fibroid tumor and has recovered nicely.  Aldena (Harris) Agee had surgery performed a few months ago to repair an inguinal hernia.  After a couple of months she felt good as new.  Yours Truly had surgery in May of  '95 for bladder repair.  I also recovered nicely.   Ruthie  Phillips is in a nursing home in Doniphan, Missouri.  I remember Ruthie from many years ago as an attractive, bubbly and outgoing young lady who loved to sing and to dance the Charleston.





...loved ones recently passed away.





  Our dear sister Norma (Kizer) Morgan passed away  March 13 of  '96 after a losing battle with cancer.  Norma lived in Sodus, Michigan.  Her son Bobby and his family live in Michigan near where Norma lived. Etta (Milam) Schell of St. Louis passed away in November of 1995.  Leo Milam of Morely, Missouri passed away in early January of  '95.  Karen Dulhman, daughter of Hazel Milan, passed away in February of  '96 after a losing battle with cancer.  Juanita (McCarroll) Greenway of Paragould passed away late last year.





Well folks, that's the long and the short of it for this time.  Hopefully we will be on time next year.  Until then, happy days and safe driving. 





	Millard


		***


... a personal note from Frank.





     Ruth and I have finally pretty well settled into things here in Bartlett, TN.  After we moved form Maryland in September of 1995 we lived in an apartment for a while until we were able to find a house we liked.  We moved into a home in mid-January of 1996 and have spent the year settling in with a few breaks to visit tourist attractions in Missouri and Tennessee.      


     After spending the summer taking care of my roses, mowing the lawn and fighting a war with the weeds, I decided to take up something else for the winter.  So,  I got a job tutoring math  part-time at a local community college.  I'm now out for the Christmas holidays and will be out until around the middle of January.  


     I've also gotten into tutoring math on the Internet.  If any of you have a computer and are interesting, you can find me at keyword AAC on AOL.  My screen name for that is MrKiz.


     Ruth has been busy getting things arranged in the house, planting a few flowers,  and in general, taking care of all the homemaking tasks.  


     Julie, our only child, stayed in Maryland.  She was born there and lived there all of her life, so coming to Tennessee would have been like moving away from her old home place.  She's working there and continuing her associations with people she has know all her life. 


      That's about it for now.  We invite you to share a brief description of your own family happenings  with us for coming newsletters.


    


	*   *   *





...the adventurous spirits. 


	by Frank Kizer





Would you abandon your friends, relatives, and established home, load your children in a horse-drawn wagon or ancient train, move across the country  and take up a new life in a strange and probably physically demanding place with no entertainment or other amenities of life?  Well, that's probably what our ancestors did several times as they moved across the country, probably from the Mid-Atlantic regions of Virginia or the Carolinas and made their way finally into the hill country of Arkansas.  We've all made our journeys from there, but that's where the earliest known roots of the Phillips side of our family begin.  There we find Benjamin F. Phillips, our oldest know ancestor. 


       Have you ever wondered what caused them to abandon so many things and take these great risks?  Have you ever wondered if they came fairly quickly by train or took a slow arduous trip across land with dangers of illness and accident facing them at every turn?


     Well, the fascinating details of these adventures are forever lost in the great unknown of the past.  Because, regardless of how much searching we may do, it remains that our families were not record keepers or keepers of journals.  Maybe they had to spend all of their time facing down the hazards and uncertainties of making a living.    Maybe they didn't have writing material. Or it may be that they jotted down a few notes on a school tablet or in a bible, but the notes were lost in a flood, a storm, a wagon breakdown, a house fire or some other calamity. Then maybe  some of them couldn’t write.  For whatever reason, the details of their lives which would no doubt make fascinating reading to us are forever lost.  


     Nevertheless, it is possible to follow the general trends of the migration of people from the mid-Atlantic regions and  to speculate on how our relatives might have been a part of those migrations.


     It's a pretty safe bet that the thing that drove our relatives across these vast unknowns was the lure of new lands.  Of owning a piece of property that they could put their life's work into and have something to call their own and hand down to their children. The general trend so far as I have been able to determine generally followed the migrations that were initiated by new lands opening up.


     While I have not discovered any real continuous ties to the people before Benjamin F. Phillips, I do know that he was born in Tennessee and I suspect that his family was tied to a group of families that I have discovered in Tennessee and have traced back to Virginia in the Revolutionary War period.


     So, just for the sake of doing some interesting guessing, lets assume that these ties are really correct and see what happenings would have driven our ancestors across the country and  finally to Arkansas. 


     Just after the Revolutionary War, the lands of the Carolinas began to open up and people began to move into them.  After a period of time, the lands in Alabama were open to settlers and eventually they moved into Tennessee.  Finally, when the treaties with the Indians in Mississippi opened up the territory that now contains the northern counties, people moved into Mississippi  settle new land.  Shortly before the Civil War, the lands in Arkansas were opened up and people begin to move into Arkansas and settle there.  That’s were we find our relative, Benjamin F. Phillips and most of us know what happened to our individual families from that time on.  





		***


ODDS AND ENDS:





     I've revised the mailing list a little.  There were a few  people who, as far as I could determine, had absolutely no interested in the newsletter, so I dropped them from the mailing list.  My thinking is that there's no need to add to someone's junk mail.   If I've inadvertently dropped someone who is interested, just send me a note.  Also if by chance there's someone who would like to receive a copy of the newsletter who is not now on the mailing list, just send me a note on that too.   





...Family Actives.  





Remember the Milam-Koster reunion.  It's unusually the fourth Sunday in June at Doniphan, Missouri.  Please contact Lyda (Milam) Davidson for the latest on the scheduled time.  Millard and I intended to be there last year, but things got a little complicated about that.  We've vowed to definitely be there this year if our health permits.  





The very best of good fortune  and  lots of happiness to all of you.  


	...bye for now


	   Frank Kizer
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