The Rites of Passage
The Rites of Passage are ceremonies that are meant to mark important milestones in a person’s life.  These Rites may be offered by the Royal Order of the Knights of Herne to any who request them, whether the recipients (or those who speak for them, in the case of the Rite of Naming or the Rite of Remembrance) are members of the Order or not.  
The Rites of Naming, Understanding, Handfasting and Remembrance may be held for women as well as men.  It is the Order’s belief, however, that it is the both the right and privilege of the women of the community to perform the remaining Rites for female recipients.  As a men’s group, the Order would not presume to infringe upon this right, and would not feel qualified to do so in any case. If requested, however, the Order will gladly advise upon aspects of these Rites, and assist in their performance in any appropriate fashion.  
Though donations are always appreciated, no charges will be asked for the performance of the Rites of Passage, other than those necessary to defray needed expenses such as travel and materials costs.
Open Meetings held on the third Friday of the month, 7:30 pm, at the Unitarian Universalist Church of Greensboro, 5603 Hilltop Road (the corner of Hilltop and Guilford College Rd).  All are welcome to attend.  
See our website for details:

http://www.knightsofherne.org

or email us at

knightsofherne@yahoo.com
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The Rite of Naming

Given to a child at any age from three months to one year old, the purpose of the ritual is to formally accept the child as one of the tribe and to give him his name – and with it, his link to his ancestors (the past), his community (the present), and his destiny (the future).  The blessings of the Powers of the World are asked to be upon the child as he begins his journey.  Four symbols (runes, Tarot cards, etc.) are drawn for the child, representing his progress through the stages of life – Boy, Man, Elder and Sage.  These symbols, along with their possible meanings, are passed down to the child when he is old enough to understand them.  If the child is to have godparents, the godparents will be asked to take the child’s hand during the Rite and to swear their oaths to watch over him and guide him.

The Rite of Understanding
Given at 5 years of age, the purpose of the ritual is to acknowledge a child’s passage from infant to boy, the first step along the path to manhood.  The boy is given a gift to mark his passage from the hands of his father (or godfather or man closest to him, if the father is not present), usually a protective amulet on a chain.  The Rite is of necessity short and fairly simple, to accommodate the child’s attention span.

The Rite of Responsibility

Given at 10 years of age, the purpose of the ritual is to acknowledge that a boy is ready to begin assuming an increased amount of responsibility for himself and his actions.  If the boy in question is the child or close relative of a Knight of the Order, he may ask to become a page of the Hall at this time.  The boy is presented with a small knife from the hands of his father  (or godfather, etc.) as a sign of the trust that has now been placed in him.  He may choose a new name to be known by in ritual, his boy’s name.
The Rite of Maturity

Given at 15 years of age, the purpose of the ritual is to acknowledge that a boy has proven himself to be responsible, and is now ready to begin assuming some of the duties of manhood.  If the boy in question is the child or close relative of a Knight of the Order, he may ask to become a Squire of the Hall at this point, with his father or relative as his sponsor.  He must be at least 19 years of age, however, before petitioning for membership as a Knight-Probationer of the Hall.  The boy is presented with a ritual dagger from the hands of his father (or godfather, etc.) as a sign of the increased trust that has now been placed in him.

The Rite of Manhood

Given at 20 years of age, the purpose of the ritual is to acknowledge that a boy has proven himself responsible, mature, and worthy to be called a man.  At this point, if the boy has been accepted as a Knight-Probationer of the Hall and has fulfilled all necessary obligations, he may be Knighted.  If he has chosen not to join the Order, he is not Knighted, but is still presented with a sword from the hands of his father (or godfather, etc.) as a sign of his new status, and may choose a new name to be known by in ritual.
The Rite of Handfasting

The Rite of Handfasting is a marriage ceremony led by a qualified representative of the Hall.  The purpose of the ritual is to bind two lovers in matrimony, ritually enumerating their duties to each other and acknowledging their oaths to abide by these vows.  The two exchange rings as a sign of their pledging, and their hands are ritually bound together.  They pass under an arch of swords held by Knights of the Hall, representing the Hall’s promise to watch over and protect the couple.
 The Rite of Elderhood

The Rite of Elderhood is given to a man upon reaching the age of 40.  The purpose of the ritual is to acknowledge the contributions a man has made to the Order and to the community, and the honor he has gained in doing so.  The man may be presented with a gift from the Order to mark his new status.  He may also choose a new name to be known by in ritual, to reflect the lessons the years have taught him. 
The Rite of Sagehood

The Rite of Sagehood, similar in many ways to the Rite of Elderhood, is given to a man upon reaching the age of 60.  The purpose of the Rite is to acknowledge the contributions a man has made to the Order and to the community, and the honor, wisdom and respect he has gained in doing so.  The man may be presented with a gift from the Order to mark his new status.  He may also choose a new name to be known by in ritual, to reflect the lessons the years have taught him.
The Rite of Remembrance

The Rite of Remembrance is given to a man or woman at death, and serves to mark his or her passage to the Land Beyond the Veil.  Those who knew the deceased are invited to share their memories, so that he or she may not be forgotten, and the Litany of Remembrance is spoken.






