The Code Of Chivalry

Valor in adversity…

A Knight faces his fear, and does what must be done in spite of it.

Truth in speech…

A Knight should always seek the truth, and strive to keep the oaths he chooses to swear.

Loyalty in service…

A Knight remains loyal to the people and the precepts that he has sworn to uphold.

Humility in bearing…

A Knight conducts himself with quiet confidence, letting his deeds speak for themselves.

Charity in compassion…

A Knight is generous so far as his resources and means allow, giving selflessly so that the community might prosper. 

Prowess in action…

A Knight should strive for excellence in all endeavors, physical, mental and spiritual.

Defense in need…

A Knight is sworn to defend those who depend on him, the precepts by which he lives, and those who cannot defend themselves.

Justice in judgement…

A Knight should serve the cause of justice, taking responsibility for his own actions and, as far as he is able, seeing that others do the same. 

Honor above all.

A Knight holds to the precepts by which he lives, realizing that though the ideals cannot be reached, striving towards them ennobles the spirit and makes the world a better place for all.  A Knight finds the best in himself through service to that which he loves.
Open Meetings held on the third Friday of the month, 7:30 pm, at the Unitarian Universalist Church of Greensboro, 5603 Hilltop Road (the corner of Hilltop and Guilford College Rd).  All are welcome to attend.  
See our website for details:

http://www.knightsofherne.org

or email us at

knightsofherne@yahoo.com
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Seven Levels of Service
Service to self.

You must always act first to meet your own basic needs, for all must be willing to pull their own weight for the group to function.

Service to kin.

Your kin are those bound to you by ties of blood and marriage.  Your duty to your children, spouse, and close kin should come before duty to others, for they gave you life and are your hope for the future.  

Service to kith.

One’s kith is made up of one’s close friends, the “family” that you choose, rather than being born into.  Your kith are your major support system in times of need, and should  be able to count on you in turn.

Service to community.

Though obligations to family and friends should come first, service to the community at large is very important, for without community we are deprived of making the closer connections of friends and family.
Service to the land.

In caring for the land, we care for ourselves, for each other, and for those yet to come.

Service to the nation. 

Our nation both protects us and provides for us so that we may live in freedom and prosperity, and we should always remember this and act accordingly.
Service to the world.

To be a Knight means that you undertake a commitment to make a difference in the world, for “Nemo vir est qui mundum non reddat meliorem.” (What man is a man who does not make the world better?)
Five Points of Fraternity

Fraternity with Men.  

Fraternity is a sacred bond between men, based on shared life experience, respect, and honor.  A Knight should honor men as his fellow warriors and comrades in arms, and be always willing to lend a hand to those in need.

Fraternity with Women.

A Knight is in all ways honorable and respectful to women, and firmly believes that women should be held both legally and socially equal to men.  He also recognizes that women hold a sacred responsibility as the bearers and caretakers of life, and honors them accordingly.

Fraternity with Elders.

The elders of the community are the bearers of its wisdom, the roots of the tree of life.  A Knight honors his elders, assisting and providing for them whenever possible so that their wisdom may not be lost.  

Fraternity with Children.

As the elders of the community are the roots of the tree of life, so the children are its branches.  A Knight honors and protects all children, shielding them against the misfortunes of the world and striving to set a good example for them, for they are the hope of tomorrow.

Fraternity with all Creatures.

A Knight honors and respects all forms of life, from the great whale to the lowly insect, from the massive redwood to the tiny blade of grass.  He recognizes that all life shares the spark of divinity with him, and therefore takes no life and causes no suffering without need.  

 Three Elements of Spirituality

Remembrance for the Ancestors.

A Knight shows remembrance for his Ancestors, honoring them and indeed, all the dead for the lessons they have given us, whether for good or ill.  A Knight remembers and respects the line of his Ancestors as sacred, for it is the link between him, the Earth, and the Divine.  The Order encourages a Knight to research his ancestry, finding inspiration and instruction in the deeds of his forbears.

Respect for the Earth.

A Knight shows respect for the Earth, honoring the spirits of the world in recognition of the eternal gifts that these spirits bestow upon him – the air he breathes, the sunlight that warms him and gives him light to see, the water he drinks and the food he eats.  The Order encourages a Knight to make regular offerings to the spirits in recognition of these gifts of life, and to be ever mindful of the offerings made by all living things so that he may live, and of the greatest offering that he too shall someday be called to make.  

Reverence for the Divine.

A Knight shows reverence for the Divine, honoring the sacred in all of its many forms.  The Order encourages a Knight to maintain a personal or family altar in his home, and to spend some small amount of time each day at this altar in contemplation of the Divine, in whatever form he may conceive it to take.  The Order also encourages the study and practice of effective methods of performing group ritual, so that a Knight may better enjoy leading or participating in ritual activities of the Hall and the community.







