   

1. Dive Flag (Bowstone in UK make an excellent one for around SR100)



    www.divernet.com/gear/dtst0400.htm


    Tel in UK: +44  161 483 2989



    or a large Dive Sausage 
    DAN sell a good emergency package containing a large dive sausage:

    www.daneurope.org/eng/catalogononsoci_.htm
       see “Other Items”, then “SURFACE SIGNALING KIT“


    When you are adrift and your dive boat is 800 meters away and there is a 


    10/125 foot swell you must have a visible means of attracting attention from 


     800+ meters away.


2. Noisemakers
 
    I use a tank banger – unobtrusive and cheap method of attracting attention. It 


    consists of a plastic ball on a tough rubber band which you put round the 


    bottom of your tank.


    The air horn is effective but very expensive. It can also be misused and annoy 


    other divers on a reef by indiscriminate use (e.g. using it every few minutes to 


    attract buddies attention).


3. The best use I have heard for an old CD-ROM disc is to carry one in your 


    BCD pocket at all times to use a mirror to reflect the sun as a signal to a boat or 


    plane of your location


4. Cylume sticks or strobelight kept on/in BCD at all times. These can be used 


    at night to attract a rescue boat. Cheap and effective.


5. Spare Air.  This is my insurance policy. I believe I could make a Controlled 


    Emergency Swimming Ascent from depth using a spare air. The smaller size 

                would give 5/10 breaths from 100 feet/30 meters. Both of these are a


    controversial subject for some divers, but for me they represent a potential life 


    saver if the unthinkable happened and I run out of air at depth (Its never 


    occurred to me yet, but diving incident reports tell me that the unexpected can 


    happen, and I’d rather be prepared for it).


    www.spareair.com/
Interesting to note that Mike Ball tours state:-

“All divers require an alternative air source, safety sausage and air horn”  www.mikeball.com/dive_procedures.htm#Equipment
Another good reference to these safety items:

http://divermag.com/archives/may2000/why_may00.html
