Nitrox Computers

Al Khoreyef in Khobar sells the MARES Surveyor for around SR1200


http://www.mares.com/en/computer/surveyor_en.html
Maldives Airport Duty Free shopping had these two:-

 -Suunto Mosquito for $320 (without PC interface) - $430 with interface (Feb 2002)


http://www.suunto.com/v2/worlds/diving.html
- Aladin Nitrox computer $300 (2001)


http://www.uwatec.com/english/SPEC-ER.htm
Some Reviews:

http://www.scubadiving.com/members/gearreviews.php?s=367

suunto mosquito by coagulater Date: 2002-01-05 Category: Dive Computer 
30 dives with the mosquito.....
i already own one other dive computer, an uwatec aladdin air x, and a citizen hyperaqualand dive watch. both have been very good to me but when i saw the mosquito on sale in local dive shop, it was one of those "buy it and hide from the wife things.." 

after 30 dives with the mosquito i have found the following pros and cons: 

pros: 

not as sensitive to changes in ascent (i.e. moving my arms setting off ascent alarms.) 

backlit display is very easy to read. 

obviously, smaller than the average computer. 

s air/nitrox capable and has a freedive setting (haven't used the freedive setting, though.) 

works as a regular watch (can set two different time zones, stop watch with split times...which is something i thought my citizen had..) 

detailed instruction manual. 

events during the dive can be bookmarked at the push of a button. 

dive planning is relatively easy. 

cycling through functions is easy. 

battery is user changeable. 

cons: 

buttons can be hard to push (regardless of whether you're wearing gloves or not.) 

bulkier than the average watch (as compared to the hyper aqualand.) 

dive data download software doesn't come with. 

while this may not be a detailed gear review. these things stand out most to me. i use my mosquito every dive and am happy with it's performance. i actually paid more for my citizen than i did for the mosquito....and if i had to do it over again, i would choose the mosquito as it does more for less.....DSAO. 

ps. citizen's new cyber aqualand should be hitting the shelves soon...it does NDL remaining but not sure about nitrox... 
http://www.scubadiving.com/members/gearreviews.php?s=374
Suunto Mosquito 

by nswelton 

Date: 2002-01-15 

Category: Dive Computer 

Lots of features at a low price 

I am an instructor and I revamped my equipment last year before taking on a job in the Virgin Islands, and my final computer of choice was a Mosquito. Although I still have analog guages, I believe in a bit of redundancy and I use the Mosquito as well.  Besides, it's not fair teach students who are using guages unless you've got a  guage too. 

So. I've logged about 200 dives in it at this point and I think it's sweet. If I was able to make the purchase choice over again, I'd do the same thing. 

Here are my impressions 

First of all, the bad: 

Cosmetically, the watch went through a weathering period where all the plastic film on the outside of the watch peeled off. It was strange, and I don't quite understand why it happened, but it happened. I wound up expediting the process till it all looked uniform, but it was annoying. Also, the buttons can be a pain to push down. 

The Mosquito also comes with this little rubber face protector which does nothing but trap particles beneath it and scratch the crystal. It also clouds over after a while, rendering it opaque, and you can't see through it when you're wearing polarized sun glasses, which irritated me since I was living on a boat. Another annoying feature is that the computer goes on lockdown for a day or two if you leave it in free-diving mode for over 5 minutes, but if you surface to change the computer back to scuba mode, it records the time you spent underwater as your longest free dive in history.... So, say you're working on breath-hold diving times, trying to get better, and your history screen says you've made 50 breath-hold dives and the deepest you've been is 45 feet and you've held your breath for up to 1:15. 

Nice. Then you leave it in breath-hold mode, go on a scuba dive, you're at 50 feet and you realize you're still in breath-hold mode. So you need to surface so that you can switch the modes over to scuba mode so the unit doesn't go on lockdown for a few days. Okay, so by the time you get to the surface, you've been under for 4 minutes... Which means your history is screwed up for the breath-hold mode. 

And... probably my biggest gripe is that there isn't any available Mac software yet so I can't use the PC download feature, which means that you can't reset the dive history pages because they're reset using the PC link-up software! Annoying? 

Yes. 

That said, the Mosquito is an awesome unit. It is large, but it isn't unwieldy, and 

like most things, you get used to it. At first I thought its screen would be too small to use underwater, but it's a fine size. The backlight is great on night-dives, and it does have an audible alarm. It also has an ascent speed indicator, and will tell you to make mandatory stops if you're going too fast. If you don't, it deducts time from your next dive. User-replaceable batteries are nice, too, and a thermometer. 

But probably the coolest part of the computer is the free-dive function, which got me into free-diving in the first place. It's basically a mode that records your max depth/ average depth/time and allows you to scroll back through it to see what you did. Kinda silly, but infinitely amusing when you're snorkeling. 

I'll give it a 9/10 
