This is from a BSAC Forum.

---------------------------------

Hi there, 
NZ is a wonderful place to dive, but as you have found it can be quite difficult to get plugged into the diving activities if you are not local.
There are no dive resorts or anything like that in NZ. All the diving in NZ is shop based or club based and there is no central point of contact. NZ is a tiny country and everybody knows everybody in the dive business. Locals usually attach themselves to one dive shop which acts as a sort of club and organises trips, crew nights etc. Because everybody knows everything about everybody else, there are no bad dive centres - there are a few which could do with answering the phone a bit more smartly, but none that you need to avoid. You will find that contacting any dive shop will lead to instant friends and invitations to dive with them. Most dive shops offer boat trips as well. 
For an initial contact I would suggest you go to www.nzunderwater.org.nz/
this site lists some of the nationally notable dive sites. 
Another approach would be to use the specialist search engine www.searchnz.co.nz
and enter dive, diving etc as keywords and you will find hundreds of small companies offering dive related sites. 
If you have time before you leave UK, I would suggest you visit www.divenewzealand.com this is the main diving interest magazine in New Zealand. The site itself is informative, but I would recommend that you contact the publishers and order a copy of the mag by airmail. It contains hundreds of small ads for liveaboards, tours, dive centres etc all focussed on New Zealand and covering the whole country. This will give you a head start in planning your visit. 
Be prepared for a disappointment in Auckland. Although it is surrounded by large attractive loooking harbours, these are about three feet deep, and full of nothing but mud. You will have to travel quite far out of the city to find dive spots or go on organised trips which are mostly overnighters. The other main cities in NZ are much more attractive for diving. 
Dave Mason


