The Jana 2 Wreck, Arabian Gulf

Article by By Robert (Gene) Ballay, September 13, 2000

Retirement — even in 19 meters (61 ft.) of water — has not ended the life of Jana 2, but has opened another chapter in the saga of the Saudi Aramco tugboat. Retired late in 1998, the 22meter (72 ft.) vessel is now an artificial reef, serving as a marine life sanctuary about seven kilometers (5 miles) northwest of Jana Island in the Arabian Gulf. 
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The Dhahran Dive Association (DDA), of which I’m a member, has monitored the progress of the tug’s transformation into a paradise for ocean life in regular dives. Because much of the Gulf’s floor is relatively flat, it’s difficult for “little fish to grow up and become big fish.” Artificial reefs made of a variety of manmade materials can offer the necessary haven for reproduction and maturation and are increasingly common around the world. 

In addition to stimulating local marine life, they provide recreational scuba diving opportunities. They offer a symbiotic relationship when those divers report on the increased life, leading to yet more artificial reef building. 
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Even 19 Meters Under Water, Jana 2 Continues to Serve As Jana 2 neared retirement, the DDA realized her potential and, in oordination with company organizations and agencies in the Kingdom, began an effort that culminated in the vessel being carefully prepared (stripped of reuseable equipment and potential environmental pollutants) to be scuttled. She was sunk in a location selected for stability against movement by currents and storm surge. Less than six months after Jana 2 was sunk, in May 1999, DDA members paid their first visit to the site. It was obvious then that marine life had immediately taken to the new reef: Big schools of fish swirled around the tug, while a variety of smaller creatures occupied the inside. On our most recent visit Aug. 24, sixteen divers observed schools of bat fish, as well as parrot fish, lion fish, sweet lips, barracuda, clown fish, grouper, silvers, a variety of crustaceans and a single sea turtle. “The impact of the artificial reef is just dramatic,” said one diver. “If you venture out 50 or 100 feet
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Artificial reef. In the 21 months since she was sunk, Jana 2 has become a popular destination for divers and for schools of fish like these silvers. (1530 m) from that boat you don’t see any fish. But once you get close to that wreck it’s like a paradise. “Really, it’s just spectacular when you see what it’s done.”


Marine life was flourishing indeed. “There were hundreds, maybe even thousands, of  silvers all around us,” said another DDA member. “They were schooling all over the place. It’s almost spooky when they are swirling around you like that.” Silvers are quite tasty, but the DDA allows no spear guns or other fishing paraphernalia on its trips.


Colin Knight, member of the Professional Association of Dive Instructors (PADI), and myself, a PADI dive master, were trip leaders for the Aug. 24 dive. It took place in an openwater environment, without the benefit of a sheltering island. Once Jana 2 was found (using GPS, since it’s not visible from the surface), divers Dave McNally and Jonnie Stubbenhagen went down to set a surface buoy, after which the dive boat anchor rope was secured onto a Jana 2 deck pylon. The current was out of the south on dive day (northern currents have also been encountered) and increased during our time on location.

Dave Hutchinson poses on deck:-
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Divers should have appropriate experience before attempting this dive. Certified dive instructors in the DDA regularly offer training, and new and experienced divers are welcome to join. Monthly meetings are normally held the last Monday of the month and  typically include a meal and scuba diving presentation. — Robert (Gene) Ballay

