Dive Equipment: My personal likes and dislikes

This summarizes my thoughts on some features and specifics items of scuba gear based on my experiences and those of my students and diving colleagues.

If you have pet likes/dislikes please let me know.

Fins

Like: 
1. Force Fins (see my link)

Reasons: 
Force fins act like an extension of your foot, not a heavy inflexible lump of plastic which requires extraordinary feats of athleticism to move!

2. The new split fins (see my link)

Reasons:
They are designed to optimize the force used to kick into propulsion. Not as easy to use as force fins, but give the best power surge and sustained speed of any I have tried.



3. Short fins
Reasons:
I find students cannot easily handle the long fins some 



manufacturers produce. My advise to students is to find the 

shortest fin available.

Dislike: 
1. Long, stiff fins (see 3 above)



2. Fins with plastic strap attachments that are extremely difficult for both the

 

    student and instructor to use. The ones with rollers often lose a roller. The 

    plastic straps attachments can break, so I suggest buying 2 spares. I recommend 

     
    trying to put the fins on over your boots in the shop. If you cannot do it, then 

    don’t buy them. It will be far more difficult in the pool and in the sea.

Boots

Like:
1. Boots with a fairly thick sole and a zip.



2. Socks worn inside boots to avoid chaffing / blisters.

Mask

Like:
1. Deep See mask with side lenses. I can see my buddy behind me (light is 

    reflected in the side lens). Purchased from Durrah Divers, Al Rous Resort, 

    Jeddah, SR155.

Dislike:
1. Mares ESA Mask. This has 6 lenses (2 front, 2 side, and 2 sloping down). 

    Expensive at about SR350, this mask was very comfortable till the plastic 

    between the front and sloping lenses cracked. This turns out to be a known     

    fault. Undercurrent magazine alerted me to the problem. Shop swapped it for a 

    new one, good service, once I gave them a copy of the Undercurrent report. 

    First time the new mask was used in the pool, plastic bits fell off the strap 

    retainer on one side. I am currently waiting for spares. In US apparently

    retailers swap the mask - no questions asked.

2. Mares mask with purge valve - difficult for students to get their fingers into 

    this pocket to squeeze nose.

Snorkel
Like:
1. US Diver’s “Impulse 2” with flexible corrugated tube, costs about SR155 from   

    Sharkeys. Don’t bother about the hard tube – the flexible tube allows the 

    snorkel to drop out of the way when your regulator is in your mouth.

Weight Belt

Like:
1. A belt with independent pockets and soft weights. Makes it easy to adjust 

    weights, and is very comfortable. Independent pockets allows you to change 

    weights in any pocket easily – a Velcro flap holds the weight in.

2. a BCD with integral weights can be useful to adjust trim, and keep weight off

    your body for greater comfort. Be careful not to put too much weight in the 

    BCD pockets – can be difficult to lift up scuba, and weights are more likely to 

    fall out. 

3. I like a combination of weights on a belt and weights in the quick release 

    pouches on my BCD. This is comfortable and allows selective ditching of 

    weights in an emergency. I would be able to ditch some or all of my weights as 

    circumstances required.

Dislike:
1. The new BCD integral weight system where the weight is ready to drop 

    vertically out of the pocket, and requires a plastic clip (like on the BCD 

    shoulder straps) to be released to dump the weight. In an emergency I think 

    this requires too delicate a touch to be done effectively. Our training is to 

    release a weight belt buckle with right hand or pull a toggle to ditch weights. 

    Fumbling with a buckle to ditch weights is not the way to go in my view.

BCD

Like:
1. Large pockets which are easy to open and close 



2. Integral weight system



3. Soft pack at back of BCD – more comfortable

Dislike:
1. Dacor Low Pressure Inflators (LPI) – two of the recent designs were useless 

    and failed soon after purchase.



2. The Rig (by Dacor, and now Mares). Too big and clumsy, nuts holding the 

    BCD to back pack came loose on the early ones.

3. BCDs with “wings” at the back. These are for experienced divers only who are 

    aware of how they work. They push the diver forward at the surface of the 

    water – very difficult to stay upright.

Regulators

Like:
1. Sherwood Regs. Recently purchased new rigs for myself and students – 

    Excellent performance.

2. Sherwood minimus octopus – can be used either way up so when your buddy 

    uses it there is no kink in the hose.

3. Sherwood Maximus primary – longer hose with swivel – goes under your arm 

    so no hose over shoulder to get caught on anything.

4. A console with a compass attached flat  (not set at an angle) which is easy to 

    use.

Dislike:
1. Sherwood console with compass set at an angle – difficult to use underwater! 

    Often have to put the hose over your shoulder to read the compass – bad 

    design.

Computers

Like:
1. the new Mares Surveyor Nitrox at SR1200. 



    It takes one AA battery, good for 50 hours / 3 months. 



    www.mares.com/en/computer/survnitrox_en.html

“Replacing the battery is a very simple operation which does not require a 


technician. Use a coin to unscrew the watertight cover and replace the battery. Be 


careful to insert the battery with the correct polarity. The battery compartment is 


watertight and non communicating with the core of the instrument. If water leaks 


inside the battery compartment, just dry it carefully to remove all moisture before 


installing the battery. Before closing the battery cover, check the condition of the 


O-ring, make sure it is perfectly clean and lubricate lightly with silicone grease.”


At last, a computer that is easy to read (important for us old ’uns!), with Nitrox 


capability and you can change the battery yourself!

Dislike:
2. Computers that sing every time you raise you arm too fast, wasting battery 



    power and annoying everyone near you! They do this ‘cos they think you’re 



    going up too fast. The stupid thing doesn’t realize it my arm that’s going up, 



    not me!

Dive Knife

Dislike:
1. Pointed knives – dangerous to you and your buddy. Consider grinder the point 



    down to a screw driver end – far more useful, without the potential for 



    puncturing your BCD, you or your buddy!



2. Knife holsters designed to lose their knife. I attach a Velcro safety tie to mine. 



    I also have a collection of dive knives found without holsters!

Safety Equipment

See link on my site:  www.geocities.com/knightct/Safetyitems.doc
