My Favorite Gene

Introduction: If you have ever suffered from asthma and needed an inhaler. You can blame your genes for it. There is a known gene that causes people to suffer from asthma.
This asthma gene is also known as ORMDL3
Asthma Gene Newly Uncovered

This article is shows that asthma comes from the gene ORMDL3. Although this gene has an unknown function, it has proved to be very important in a person’s health. A single point mutation causes a healthy person to become an asthmatic. 
Genes in asthma: new genes and new ways
Although this gene is known to cause asthma, other factors can contribute. Environmental factors like pollution and your lineage (family) can also contribute to the severity of asthma. The author of this citation is also the author of the very helpful study dealing with child onset asthma. 
Pollution 'could cause asthma'

In this article, pollution is said to be a large cause of asthma, this has been proven by the previous citation. Large cities and highway traffic are huge parts in pollution and child onset asthma. Although triggered attacks happen (the change in the ORMDL3 gene) pollution can accelerate or even cause the change within this gene to induce asthma. 

Location:

Chromosome 17 q21

http://www.genecards.org/cgi-bin/carddisp.pl?gene=ORMDL3&search=GC17M0384[image: image1.png]chr 17
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http://www.sph.umich.edu/statgen/abecasis/publications/pdf/Nature.vol.448-pp.470.pdf.  This PDF file shows a study dealing with the ORMDL3 gene, where it was found and all about the risk it has on children. This is a great site to learn more about the asthma gene. 
Conclusion:
Many articles and citations have found that ORMDL3 is the gene that causes child onset asthma. Even with the popular press making it seem like an asthma gene actually exists. ORMDL3 causes asthma but has no known other function. Pieces of this gene were found in ancient genes along with yeast. The asthma gene is my favorite gene because I do not have asthma, but some of my family does. We all live in a 1 minute distance from each other (so the environmental factors are almost exactly the same) my ORMDL3 gene stayed normal and did not have a single point mutation. 
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