Tina Walker

EDUC 5309

Kidwatching Observation

For this assignment I observed Jamario, my friend’s 1 year-old son. 

Field notes:

Date: Sunday, Feb. 15, 2004

Start time: 3:15pm



End time: 3:45pm

Jamario is playing with nesting blocks in his sandbox. He’s scooping sand into one of the cups and pouring it into another nesting cup. I’m not sure how aware he is of what he is doing. He seems to be doing this arbitrarily. Mostly the cups end up in his mouth and so does some of the sand. As he lifts one of the cups to his mouth sand falls from it and goes down his shirt. He pulls the collar of his shirt and looks inside and then forgets all about the sand inside his shirt and returns to the cups. He bangs two of them together a few times. He then tries to stand, but he falls back down onto his bottom. He attempts to stand again and succeeds, but when he tries to take a step, he falls again and starts to cry, but only for a few seconds. He then rolls onto his belly, pushes himself to his knees, and stands again. He stumbles but he makes it out of the sandbox without falling again. He goes over to his mother and hands her one of the cups. He throws the other one that he’s holding to the ground and heads back to the sandbox.

His older brother (who is 2 years-old) is playing in the sandbox now. He’s playing with a shove and bucket. Jamario stumbles over to him and yanks the shovel from the bucket. His brother yells “No” and pushes him. Jamario falls and starts to cry again. He gets back up and hits his brother with the shovel. His brother hits him back and once again Jamario starts to cry and looks at his mother. I notice that she doesn’t respond. Jamario stumbles over to his mother and points in his brother’s direction and says, “Hit.” His mother responds by saying, “Tell Hakim not to hit.” Jamario goes back to the sandbox and says, “Hit.” He climbs into the sandbox again and sits beside his brother who is digging in the sand with the shovel now. Jamario reaches for the shovel and Hakim yells, “No.” Their mother brings another shovel and hands it to Jamario. He takes the shovel and tries to dig in the sand, imitating his brother. As he does, sand flies into his face. He starts to rub his eyes and cry as his mother is bringing over crackers. Jamario says, “Cacka!” and holds out his hand to his mother. She hands him the cracker and he shoves it into his mouth. He then picks up the shovel again and starts to scrape it across the top of the sand. He notices that his brother is shoveling sand into the bucket and he tries to do the same but he is unable to get much sand on his shovel. 

Coding

Evidence of Learning Capacity:

Jamario scoops sand into the nesting cups and pours it into another nesting cup.

Jamario scraped the shovel across the sand.

Jamario watched his brother dig the shovel into the sand and pour it into the bucket.

Jamario attempted to shovel sand into the bucket. Although he is able to get much sand on the shovel, he was able to observe his brother’s actions and imitate them.

Evidence of Learning Strategies:

Jamario cried when he couldn’t have his way. I believe that he uses crying in order to get what he wants. When he realizes that the crying isn’t helping his cause, he stops crying.

Jamario observes his brother’s actions in the sandbox and then tries to imitate them.

Jamario repeated actions made by his brother.

Evidence of Metacognition:

As Jamario is observing his brother playing in the sandbox, I believe he is unconsciously thinking about the processes involved in replicating the actions. He is simultaneously retrieving prior information that he already has about the experience and connecting it with the new actions that he is seeing from his brother. 

Jamario has to resort to other means of resolving conflict, other than crying because his mother does not respond to the crying. He has to remind himself of the proper means of getting his mother’s attention in order to get what he wants.

From my observations of Jamario I can conclude that both activities that he attempted were developmentally appropriate for him. I think that with more practice he will be able to shovel sand into the bucket. I also think that he has seen someone pour the sand from one cup to another and this is how he learned to do this. The processes that Jamario is going through in playing in the sandbox is helping him to conceptualize or cluster these experiences together and his existing schema is adjusting to accommodate this new information. 

