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Applying What I’ve Learned
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Leaping for Solutions

Web address: www.imsa/edu/team/cpbl/ipbln/sleuths/problems/frogs/index.html
Question: How well does this site provide for the following elements of transfer?

1. Opportunities to understand rather than just memorize.

This activity seemed to provide plenty of opportunities for learners to acquire deep understanding instead of just memorizing facts. From day one, the students were engaged in team-building activities, as well as having a classroom setting supportive of inquiry and discussion. This collaboration of work and discussion allows for learners to put the new information that they are learning into perspective and start to form a foundation a broader understanding of the concepts. There were higher order thinking questions that the teachers were to use to engage the learners in deep understanding. A goal for the class was for the teachers to support the learners in developing awareness of what they know and what they need to know which helped to show any misconceptions the learners may have had about the topic. KNK (Know/Need to Know) boards were used for in this process. This allows the teachers to provide clarification which will lead to greater transfer of knowledge toward the task at hand. Students were also provided opportunities to collaborate with each other as they gathered their information and prepared for the presentation. Lastly, students were to use metacognitive strategies in assess what they learned, how they learned the information, why the information was of importance, and for whom it was important.

2. Opportunities to spend the time it takes to learn.

Although this activity was over a four-day period, it doesn’t seem as if there was enough time to thoroughly accommodate the newly acquired knowledge into their existing schema. 

3. Opportunities for students to engage.

This activity appears to have been engaging for the students. Along with the collaboration with their peers, the students were able to have speakers present to give them information about the topic, use technology – videos, internet, as well as use haptic experiences in collecting and organizing their information. The teachers were provided with specific information to help them guide and engage the learners.

4. Opportunities to motivate students.

There didn’t seem to be much done to motivate the learners. I was unable to tell if the students were informed of why they should be concerned about deformed frogs, their importance to the environment, or how it affects them. 

The materials used for viewing purposes didn’t appear to be age appropriate although the students may have been able to follow it. The videos seemed to be more on an adult level, for example the Nightline video.  It’s my assumption that some time was spent in helping the learners understand some of what was discussed on the video.

It doesn’t seem like the activity was learner-centered – I could not determine whether the students were allowed any input in the process. The procedures appeared to be laid out for them and didn’t seem to allow for flexibility by the students. Overall, I think this activity provided the students an opportunity to deepen their understanding about frogs and to conceptualize the information and transfer it accordingly.

