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I am a native Texan, born and raised in Corsicana, TX. I have lived in the Arlington/Fort Worth area for 9 years. I received my Bachelor’s Degree in 1995 from the University of Texas at Arlington. I’m currently completing my Master’s degree in Curriculum and Instruction at UTA as well. 


The 2005-2006 school year is actually my 2nd year in the classroom. Prior to teaching I was a Social Worker for 6 years where I worked with disadvantaged families. 






































As an educator, I believe it is the right of all students, regardless of race, ethnicity, orientation, socio-economic background, or religion to a developmentally appropriate education. I believe it is the right of all students to have the necessary resources and equipment available to them in order to receive a quality education.


As an educator, I believe the classroom environment should be pleasant, nurturing, and learner-centered. The students are the learners and the teacher is the facilitator of their learning. I believe all subjects should be integrated across the curriculum. I believe inquiry discussions should be routine and haptic experiences through problem-based learning should elicit natural heurisitics and higher order thinking and metacognition in all students.


As an educator, I believe the school and the family are a team, working together toward a common goal…the education of children. I believe each student is entitled to an education by a competent, qualified teacher. Competent teachers are knowledgeable about child development, balanced literacy programs, and effective assessment and classroom management techniques. Competent teachers are patient and have a passion for learning, are open-minded and have a positive disposition, are guides instead of lecturers. Effective teachers know eventually change is necessary and are therefore committed to life-long learning. Children, as natural explorers, should be excited and curious about learning and it is the role of the teacher to encourage and foster this excitement in the classroom.
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Learning Opportunities
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Reminders to Parents 





* Reading with your child for 20 minutes each night. Read to your child and allow him/her to read to you. 


* Ask you child questions about what they are reading.


* Encourage your child to write often.


* Talk to and listen to your child to encourage them to use oral language.


* Let your child help with the grocery shopping by reading the lists and/or labels.


* Have a vast variety of books available in your home library.


* Get your child a library card.


* Help students make connections with learning by helping them see how it relates to their everyday lives. 










































































“Teaching is the fine art of imparting knowledge without possessing it.” – Author Unknown



























































It is very important that your child is at school each day and that they are on time. Instruction begins at 8:00 am promptly. When your child is late they are missing instruction.


Thank you for your attention to this matter.





Reminders to Students





    National Reading Panel. Teaching Children to Read: An Evidence-Based Assessment of the Scientific Research Literature on Reading and Its Implications for Reading Instruction.


    Gambrell, L., Morrow, L., and M. Pressley. 2003, Best Practices in Literacy Instruction: New York: The Guilford Press.


    National Research Council. Starting Out Right: A Guide to Promoting Children’s Reading Success. 1999. Washington: National Academy Press.









































































































































* Students will organize their thoughts to write, create, and publish books.





* Students will be exposed to and read a diverse variety of texts.





* Students will participate in writing and reading workshops, as well as literature circles.





* Students will be taught word recognition and spelling strategies.





* Students will work collaboratively to teach to and learn from each other. 





* Students will explore and research using the Internet and other technological devices.





* Children will practice using the dictionary and other reference materials.





* Students will explore new words and concepts and revisit them often to enrich their usage and meaning. 





* Students will participate in hands-on (haptic) learning experiences to make learning more meaningful.




























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Literacy instruction will be provided by building on phonics and phonemic awareness skills. The goal of phonics instruction is to ensure students know how to apply decoding and word recognition skills in their reading and writing, while the goal of phonemic awareness is for students to be able to make the use of letter-sound associations. 





Reading will be taught across all core subjects in order to expose the students to a diverse quantity of print. The classroom environment will be one in which the children have access to a variety of reading and writing materials. Children will be taught the functions of print so that it is meaningful in their daily lives. As they are exposed to a wide variety of print, they will learn that books can entertain, amuse, and comfort. 





Students will experience a variety of reading opportunities such as read alouds, shared reading, guided reading, oral reading, choral reading, and independent reading. Students will broaden their vocabulary through direct, as well as informal, instruction. The more students read, the better their fluency, vocabulary, and comprehension.





Instruction will be challenging to the students, but will be adjusted to meet the needs of each individual student. Students will learn to monitor and reflect on about their learning. 





Different types of instructional grouping will be incorporated into the facilitation of the class. Children will learn in whole groups as well as small groups. Grouping arrangements will be determined by the daily learning goals and what works best for the concepts being taught. Each grouping arrangement serves specific purposes in the students’ learning.





In 2nd grade, students will continue to build on the foundation that will guide them throughout the remainder of their school years.








Come to class with all materials.


Bring an open mind and be ready to learn.
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Instructional Practices








References





C.C. Moss Elementary


Fort Worth, TX





10/27/2005


Volume 1, Issue 1








What You Can Do





















































































































































