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Chapter 3: Learning and Transfer

A. What do I want to remember from this chapter that may be helpful to my present or future teaching or to the TExES exam?

This was an interesting chapter. One never really thinks about what processes are taking place during learning. Points that I want to remember that I think will be helpful are as follows. The text mentioned all new learning involves transfer based on previous learning and that transfer is greater depending on the closeness of the elements of the two events – what is known already in relation to what is being learned. The more the two events are related the more information the learner will be able to transfer between the events, depending on the amount of knowledge the learner has about each event.

Present classroom instruction attempts to cover too many topics which affects learning. This does not allow for the learners to get the deep understanding that is required to become effective problem solvers. By trying to cover too many topics, the teacher essentially gives the learners no other alternative than to memorize facts, which may lead to the learners not forming an expertise in any area. Also, students have a hard time learning for understanding because many of tasks that they are completing in the classroom are not relevant or logical to them. I believe in order for learners to get clearer understanding of what they are learning is for the topic to have meaning to them. They have to be able to link it to some aspect of their lives. It takes time to master a topic and the amount of time that is needed to learn the topic correlates to the amount that is being learned. “Learning cannot be rushed.”

In addition, the tasks being learned must be challenging. This correlates with the discussions we have been having in all of my education courses – the importance of developmentally appropriate practices, which are cultural, individual, and age appropriateness. Scaffolding should be provided in areas that learners can’t quite accomplish alone in order to alleviate frustration. Tasks must be at the proper level of difficulty in order to be engaging and for the learners to remain on task. They are more motivated when they can see the usefulness of what they are learning.

The text also mentions that we should be teaching students to be “learning oriented” instead of “performance oriented” to prevent them from giving up on a difficult task. This teaches them to be open to new challenges. 

All learning, whether it is initial or ongoing, involves transfer since there will always be some prior knowledge, regardless if it is correct or not. Teachers must take the time to get a feel about what each learner knows about a particular subject that is being taught in order to clarify and misconceptions that the learners may already have about the subject from prior experience and/or knowledge.

It is important for learners to spend individual time on tasks. However, classroom time for collaboration and working with other students is also important because most real life situations are rarely accomplished individually. Our society functions on team oriented tasks. 

Lastly, “since transfer is a function of the similarity by transfer tasks and learning experiences an important strategy for enhancing transfer from school to other settings may be to better understand the non-school environment in which the students must function.” This point is one that I want to always be aware of if nothing else. By doing this, we will provide our students with survival techniques for any given situation.

B. How do these readings connect to my prior experience in education?

Once again, I feel these reading go against the instruction that I received in school. I think there has been and is continuing to be a shift in the way teachers facilitate and provide instruction in the classroom. When I was in school, I did not like history at all. I found no relevance for it in my life. It just seemed like “old stuff” to me. Throughout all of my education, there was not one teacher that made me want to explore history nor show me how it could be important and relevant. It wasn’t until I started to study more black history that I wanted to learn more about how history affected my life. This wasn’t anything that a teacher did, it occurred through a book that I read. Regardless of my ill feelings about history, I managed to make “A’s” because of rote memorization of facts. My experiences with history in school makes me want to do more to make sure that my students (once I am in the classroom) can see how anything that they learn affects them, their families, and their communities in some way.  

C. What questions or comments can I bring to help my colleagues as I extend, expand, explain, question, or clarify issues surrounding this reading?

One comment that I have to make in regards to this reading is the important part the teacher plays in this process. The teacher can encourage or discourage the student’s learning and may not even know that he/she has done so. If the teacher is not aware of cultures outside of his/her own, they may show negative attitudes about other cultures, which will lead the students of that culture to feel they are inferior. This will affect transfer and can be detrimental to the learner. 

Question: With Texas being a “test driven” state, are we to settle for the fact that students are fated to an education of “memorizing and recalling” facts so that statistics can be shown and numbers can be met? Do we not owe more to our students? If there is no time in the classroom for the teacher to go in depth on subjects, how are we to teach for “deeper understanding”? 

Question: What types of shifts has any of my colleagues seen in their schools or classrooms toward helping learners acquire deeper understanding?

