March 4, 2004
Jamie Craven

Assistant Principal

1070 North 7th Street

Rochelle, Illinois 61068

Dear Ms. Craven,
I am responding to the posting for the high school social studies teaching position that is vacant for the 2004-2005 school year.  I discovered the vacancy while searching for job opportunities on the Illinois State Board of Education’s website.  I believe my qualifications and experience in teaching make me an ideal candidate.

I received my Bachelor of Science degree in Social Science Education from Illinois State University in December 2001.  During the spring semester that followed, I was a substitute teacher in many Tazewell County schools.  It was a valuable experience to see the many styles and strategies that teachers were implementing in their classrooms.  

I am currently employed as a classified substitute at Wilson Intermediate School in Pekin, Illinois.  I report to the school each morning and substitute in a classroom when a teacher is absent.  On the days in which there is no one absent I provide tutoring or additional classroom help.  My experience at Wilson has allowed me to grow as an instructor through working with a variety of students and teachers.  I also instruct tumbling and trampoline classes in the evening which as been a rewarding experience. My participation as a coach has solidified my desire to help with extra-curricular sports and activities.
I am interested in this position for several reasons.  First, when reading the description of the school’s environment, I was excited to read about the commitment to one-on-one personal attention in a large, diverse school.  I have found that in my own educational experience that I have best flourished as a student in that type of environment; therefore, I know how important it is to the students.  Also, when browsing through the social studies department’s website I saw examples of teachers bringing in elements of various cultural backgrounds, which I think is important in teaching social studies.  Finally, I was impressed with the department’s use of technology.  I feel that it is important to use all teaching tools that are available to teachers and in this day and age, using computers in the classroom is essential in preparing students for the future.
I hope to have the opportunity to continue my growth as an educator at Rochelle Township High School.  Thank you for your consideration of my application and I look forward to hearing from you.

Sincerely,

Kayla J. Waters

