April 19, 2001

To Whom It May Concern:

I am delighted to recommend Ms. Kayla Waters for a teaching position.  During the Fall Semester of 2000, she was a student in my U.S. Judicial Process (Political Science 215), a class of some 30 students.  Approximately 75% of class time was devoted to lecture, while several entire periods were set aside for voluntary student discussion of journal articles and court cases.  Students took three essay exams and wrote a major term paper.

Ms. Waters’ term paper, which integrated several hours of court observation with ideas and concepts from class, was first-rate.  She was an excellent discussant, and her exams demonstrated solid comprehension of lectures and assigned reading.

This semester Ms. Waters is enrolled in my Constitutional Law: Due Process (POS 326), one of the most demanding courses in our department.  Virtually all class time is devoted to discussion of assigned Supreme Court cases.  All exams are essay.  While they measure memory and comprehension, they also test for student ability to apply principles from assigned cases (through predicting how the Supreme Court would use assigned cases to decide other hypothetical cases).  Students are required to brief all assigned court cases, and they never know which briefs will be collected.

In Con Law, Ms. Waters is off to an excellent start.  Her exam grades place her among the top students in the class.  On the collected briefs, her grade is solid A; she has done a particularly good job of picking out the essence of cases while discarding marginal material.  As in Judicial Process, her discussion is excellent.

Also, Ms. Waters has participated in a host of extra-curricular activities relevant to a teaching career.  Since October of 1998, she has been working in the Office of Student Life as the Transfer Student Specialist.  Since May of 2000, she has been working in the Academic Advisement Center as a Peer Advisor.  She has also worked as a Preview Guide at ISU.  She is currently Chairperson of the University Forum Committee and during 1999-2000 was President of the University Program Board (which is the umbrella group for several student committees that provide programming for ISU).

Ms. Waters has a very pleasant personality.  She is friendly, even-tempered, and tolerant of others.  She is unusually mature, and, I have every reason to believe, a person of fine integrity.

In sum, I believe Ms. Waters will be an excellent teacher, and I am delighted to give her my strong endorsement.

Sincerely,

George C. Kiser, Ph.D.

Associate Professor of Political Science

