January 6, 2003

Dear Sir or Madam:

My name is Tanya Swearingen and I am a sixth grade teacher at Wilson Intermediate School.  I have had the pleasure of working with Ms. Kayla Waters for the past four months.  She is one of two permanent substitutes in our building.

Kayla has been my substitute on several different occasions and has proven herself to be an incredibly talented teacher.  She is resourceful, decisive, and exhibits successful classroom management skills.  I have left my classroom in Kayla’s hands with very little direction and she came through with flying colors.  She has also facilitated several cooperative group projects that I would not ordinarily ask of a substitute teacher.  I never worry because Kayla has great control of the class and her students respect her.  One incident in particular that really convinced me that Kayla would make a great teacher was the day she taught the students how to create PowerPoint presentations.  I did not leave any instructions other that an outline I had passed out to the class.  Instead of canceling the lesson, she jumped right in and did a great job.  She was not afraid to take a risk or make a mistake.

Kayla would be an asset to any school.  She is intelligent and logical.  She has the ability to assess a situation quickly and make decisions.  As her peer, I find her very pleasant to work with.  I look forward to working with Kayla again.

Sincerely,

Tanya L. Swearingen

Sixth Grade Teacher

