RE:  Kayla Waters
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Kayla Waters is a permanent substitute teacher in our building.  She has substituted for me during my absence, and has also assisted me in the classroom in a ‘team type’ situation.  She has also taught my entire class while I worked on recordkeeping and communication items at my desk.  

The experience of being a permanent in-building substitute at Wilson School requires a person to shift gears rapidly and to be extremely flexible.  Our permanent subs may walk into one of about 30 different situations on a moment’s notice, determine what is to be done, and handle whatever occurs as though they’d been there almost forever.  They must relate effectively to both children and adults and use classroom management skills effectively.   The challenge of ‘fitting in’ to new and different situations (with varied expectations and rules) nearly instantaneously, and accepting differences in personalities and teaching styles as they occur is very demanding.  As I see Kayla around the building, I see her meeting these expectations.

In observing Kayla, I find that her rapport with students is excellent.  She is respectful of them, yet encourages and challenges them to reach out, and to stretch themselves.  She is very patient, yet does not lose control of the situation or allow students to manipulate her.  In teaching the large group, she uses excellent examples to amplify textbook explanations while demonstrating a specific technique for the class.  

When Kayla substituted for me in my absence, she worked to accomplish the tasks I had outlined in my plans, and left good information for me.  She graded papers, which was a welcome ‘boost’ after an absence.  The written information about the day in general was easy to understand.

I believe Kayla Waters demonstrates the skills needed to be an excellent teacher, and the dedication needed to succeed professionally.  I believe she would be an asset to any faculty she chose to join.

Ellen L. Becker

6th Grade Teacher

Wilson Intermediate School

900 Koch Street

Pekin, IL 61554

ebecker@pekin.net
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