March 4, 2004
Harlem Consolidated Schools
District No. 122

8605 North Second Street, Box 2021

Loves Park, Illinois 61130-0021

To Whom It May Concern:

I am responding to the posting for the middle school social studies teaching position that is vacant for the 2004-2005 school year.  I discovered the vacancy while searching for job opportunities on the Illinois State University Career Center’s website.  I believe my qualifications and experience in teaching make me an ideal candidate.

I received my Bachelor of Science degree in Social Science Education from Illinois State University in December 2001.  During the spring semester that followed, I was a substitute teacher in many Tazewell County schools.  It was a valuable experience to see the many styles and strategies that teachers were implementing in their classrooms.  

I am currently employed as a classified substitute at Wilson Intermediate School in Pekin, Illinois.  I report to the school each morning and substitute in a classroom when a teacher is absent.  On the days in which there is no one absent I provide tutoring or additional classroom help.  My experience at Wilson has allowed me to grow as an instructor through working with a variety of students and teachers.  I also instruct tumbling and trampoline classes in the evening which as been a rewarding experience. My participation as a coach has solidified my desire to help with extra-curricular sports and activities.
I am very interested in the position at your school for several reasons.  First, after teaching in a middle school for the past two years, I feel that my best fit as an educator is with this particular age group.  Secondly, I feel that the middle school model you follow is the best for students at this time in their lives.  It offers them a sense of community and allows the teachers to work together to find the best strategies for each student’s success.  Finally, the model also allows teachers to create interdisciplinary lessons, which is something that I have enjoyed doing in the past and would like to do more of in the future.
I hope to have the opportunity to join your “community of lifelong learners” in Harlem Consolidated Schools District 122.  Thank you for your consideration of my application and I look forward to hearing from you.

Sincerely,

Kayla J. Waters

