June 27, 2003

Mr. Steven R. Sabens

Superintendent

CCHS Administrative Center

330 S. Giant City Road

Carbondale, Il 62902

Dear Mr. Sabens,

I am responding to the posting for the social studies teaching position that is vacant for the 2003-2004 school year.  I discovered the vacancy while searching for job opportunities on the Illinois State Board of Education website and have completed the online application.  I believe my qualifications and experience in teaching make me an ideal candidate.

I received my Bachelor of Science degree in Social Science Education from Illinois State University in December 2001.  During the spring semester that followed, I was a substitute teacher in many Tazewell County middle, junior, and high schools.  It was a valuable experience to see the many styles and strategies that teachers were implementing in their classrooms.  Also during that period of time I instructed tumbling and trampoline classes in Pekin, which provided me the opportunity to work with a variety of ages.  I have continued instructing classes because I find it to be a truly rewarding experience, and am looking forward to working with students in extra-curricular sports and activities.

After being unsuccessful in finding a teaching position in central Illinois for the 2002-2003 school year, I applied to become a permanent substitute in District 108.  I was hoping to be placed at Edison Junior High School, however that position did not become available and I was kindly offered the same position at Wilson Intermediate School.  Although the middle school environment was a completely new, and somewhat frightening, world I thought the new challenge would be refreshing.  It has proven to be that and so much more.  I could not enjoy the position more or have asked for a better learning experience.  I was also able to use the technology and expertise of veteran teachers at Wilson to create a website which includes examples of lesson plans, online activities, my resume and list of references and philosophy of education.  This website can be viewed at www.geocities.com/kjw3979/title.html. 

I hope to have the opportunity to continue my growth as a teacher at Carbondale Community High School.  Thank you for your consideration of my application and I look forward to hearing from you.

Sincerely,

Kayla J. Waters

