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Subject data

The testing subjects were made up of 236 graduate and undergraduate students from Korea and the United States. The students from Seoul, South Korea were made up of 34 undergraduates and 63 graduate students. The students from the southeastern United States were comprised of 78 undergraduates and 63 graduate students. The gender distribution of the testing subjects was 174 female students and 62 male students. The Korean students were made up of 78 females and 17 males. The US students were made up of 96 females and 45 males. These students were majoring in education related studies and took online courses in 2001 and 2002. 

Purpose:

To identify how online learners in Korea and the US perceived online learning motivation and what cultural differences and learner characteristics affected the online learner’s learning motivation. In the age of globalization and technology, education is using computer technology to improve instruction. Numerous tests have been conducted about online learning motivation. There are few studies regarding online learners’ learning motivation across countries.

Experimental procedures:

The experimental procedure was to test the students’ motivation using an online questionnaire developed to measure motivation in six sub categories (course relevancy, course interest, affect/emotion, reinforcement, self-efficacy, and learner control).  The test used a five-point scale ranging from 1 (strongly disagree) to 5 (strongly agree) to record responses to statements.

Results:

Overall, online students in the United States showed a higher motivation score than those in Korea. When the sub categories of the test are analyzed, the results indicate that the American students, when compared to their Korean counterparts, feel more accomplishment when completing online lessons, prefer voicing personal opinions in class, enjoy learning, and enroll in classes to obtain a sense of belonging. This type of information would be valuable to instructional designers and educators working in global learning environments.

General comments: 

The study had a weak research design and was subject to confoundings and threats to internal validity. The main threat was selection. There was nothing to indicate that the online learning experiences in Korea and the United States were similar. The lower motivation for online learning by the Korean students could have been because the computers or the software used in the online learning experience were inferior. The article was selected because it relates to my area of study, technology based education. I have an interest in educational software development. Additionally I have an interest in international travel, particularly to Asia.
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