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Software required: Any web browser able to play Shockwave movies.
Hardware required: This lesson requires an Internet-connected computer. Headphones would be helpful because of the amount of narration on the site.

The lesson was designed around a center-based first grade classroom using small group rotations. Ideally there are enough workstations for each child in the group to work individually. Students in the small groups can be paired up if needed. This lesson can also be run in a lab setting.
Audience This lesson is directed to first grade science students studying weather.
Curricular Integration The web pages in this lesson are based directly on the First Grade Harcourt California Edition Science book. Specifically Unit B, Chapter 1, lessons 1, 2, 3 and Unit B, Chapter 2, lessons 1, 2, 3, 4. The main science standards addressed are:

1.b properties of substances can change 

3.a use simple tools to measure weather conditions

3.b the weather changes from day to day

3.c the sun warms the land, air, and water.
Prerequisites This lesson is designed to be a basic, introductory lesson on weather and no prerequisite knowledge is required.
Objectives Upon completion of the lesson the learner will able to describe different kinds of weather conditions. The learner will understand the use of numbers to describe temperature and how they relate to measuring heat and cold. The learner will name the four seasons and their weather conditions and describe seasonal effects on plants and animals

Lesson/Presentation Description Depending on the student population, this website can be presented in one session, or in a series of lessons. Each web page is a movie that reinforces the related Harcourt science lessons. There are 7 web pages to cover the 7 lessons. The Start Here page gives general overview of weather and the other 6 pages cover wind, temperature and the four seasons. Ideally the teacher would present the lesson from the Harcourt Big Book of Science during whole group rug time. Following this, during small group rotations, students would visit the related web page for reinforcement of the big book lesson. The students would then be assigned the appropriate science workbook pages.

Assessment There are several interactive elements that allow for assessment of student learning. In the weather section there is a drag and drop to check understanding of weather words. In the wind section there is another drag and drop to check understanding of wind descriptions. There is also a simple, five question test on he site that can easily be expanded. The Harcourt workbook pages will also be used to determine student learning. Additionally, a writing or art lesson on a favorite season can serve as an integrated assessment tool.
