This is an email I received from Cheryl Sundseth who is someone who works at the Colorado Motor Vehicle Department, and it’s a very detailed account of the titling and registration procedure for kit cars and other hand-crafted automobiles





From: "Sundseth, Cheryl" <csundseth@spike.dor.state.co.us> 


To: aztec7fan@yahoo.com 


Subject: RE: Titling and registering kit cars/home made vehicles  


Date: Fri, 24 Jan 2003 11:02:51 -0700 


       


 


Chris,


 Thank you for contacting the Colorado Dept. of Revenue Motor Vehicle Business Group.





 The question you asked is actually two. A Kit Car is slightly different than a Homemade. I will give you the definitions and the procedures for both.





KIT CAR:





A manufactured new vehicle kit would be a kit that not only includes the fiberglass body but the frame as well. The VIN on the MSO should match the ID numbers on the frame and the body. If the VIN on the MSO and the vehicle do not match or is not 17 digit VIN.  An Assigned VIN must be issued. The MSO must be assigned to the applicant who is applying for the Assigned VIN or a bond will be required.





A manufactured body kit is a kit that only supplies the fiberglass body and is assembled using the frame from another existing vehicle, (commonly called a donor vehicle) such as a Volkswagen. The MSO for the kit body must be assigned to the applicant that is applying for the Assigned VIN or a bond will be required.  If the frame is purchased from a salvage yard or an individual, the applicant must surrender the title assigned to him, or a copy of the title with a bill of sale.  If the seller cannot produce a copy of the title, a bill of sale is sufficient accompanied by a statement the they cannot produce a copy of the title.





HOMEMADE





This is a vehicle that is made by an individual or a company that does not have a manufacturer's license.





The vehicle is built from a variety of parts and does not resemble any commercially manufactured vehicle of a given make, year, or type. 








COLORADO ASSIGNED VIN PROCEDURES- CRS 42-5-205





A.	Assigned VIN's are issued to roadworthy vehicles only. Some reasons


for issuing Assigned VIN's are:





1.	There is no identifying VIN on the Vehicle.


2.	The VIN plate has been destroyed, obliterated, or mutilated.


3.	The public and Confidential VIN plates do not match


4.	More than one vehicle has been used to build a reproduction, homemade vehicle, kit car, roadster, or street rod.





B.	The form DR-2709, Procedure for Application of Colorado Assigned VIN, is designed to instruct the individual on the requirements for issuance of an Assigned VIN. The procedure is:





1.	CERTIFIED VIN INSPECTION- The vehicle must be inspected by a certified VIN inspector. The inspector will check all VIN's, including public and confidential VIN's that appear on the vehicle, and complete a "Verification of Vehicle Identification Number" form. The inspection fee is $20.00, and the applicant may obtain a list of Certified VIN inspectors in their area, from the local county motor vehicle offices. All sections on the physical inspection form must be completed. If there is no information 


for a particular section, it must show N/A. The inspection cannot be over one (1) year old when the application is submitted. A report by an engineer qualified to evaluate the structural integrity and handling 


characteristics may be required at the discretion of the inspecting officer.





RECORD SEARCH- The report by the Certified VIN inspector will show all VIN's found on the vehicle. The applicant must either: 1. Have proper ownership documents for each VIN, or 2. Submit the DR-2539 , the requester release and $2.20 for each VIN to the state title section. All out of state registered vehicles need out of state proof of a title record search in addition to the Colorado record search. When the applicant receives the completed search, he/she must contact any owner of record found, to insure that they have no interest in that part of the vehicle. The Assigned VIN search cannot be over one year old at the time of application.





3.	LIEN RELEASE- If the record search comes back showing an active lien, the applicant must obtain a lien release or a letter of no interest.  If a lien release cannot be obtained, you will need to send a certified or registered letter to the lienholder(s) last known address and be returned as undeliverable. Include this letter with the application. A bond must be posted for the AMOUNT of the lien or for TWICE the appraised value of  the vehicle, which ever is GREATER.�


4.	OWNERSHIP DOCUMENTS - Applicant must submit proper ownership documents for all component parts used in rebuilding the vehicle. Ownership documents may be a title, MSO, salvage receipt/title or bill of sale.  Any title, MSO or salvage receipt/title must be either assigned to, or in 


the name of the applicant, unless the part was purchased from a salvage yard. Any bill of sale or receipt submitted must be legible, identify the part sold by the year, make and VIN and be notarized or signed under penalty of perjury. Following are some examples of what is required in different circumstances:





a.	When the cab or the body is purchased from a salvage yard, a photocopy of the title that is assigned to the salvage yard and a bill of sale is required or applicant must bond.


b.	When the cab or body is purchased from a private party, the original title assigned to the applicant is required or they must bond.


c.	If the frame is purchased from a salvage yard or an individual, a bill of sale and a photocopy of title are required. If a copy of the title cannot be produced, a bill of sale is sufficient, accompanied by a 


statement from the seller that they cannot produce a copy of the title. If the seller will mot produce a bill of sale, a bond is required.





If the proper ownership documents are not submitted in the application, a bond required. THE APPLICANT SHOULD NOT PURCHASE THEIR SURETY BOND UNTIL THE REST OF THE ASSIGNED VIN PROCEDURES HAVE BEEN COMPLETED and a VIN has been assigned.-Bond must show the new Colorado Assigned VIN.





5.	PHOTOGRAPHSCRS(42-5-105)-If pre-repair photos are available, they must be submitted. Two post-repair pictures are required. They must show:





a.	the entire front and driver's side, and


b.	the entire back and passenger's side.





6.	DECLARATION OF FACTS - Applicant must complete the DR-2426 Colorado Assigned VIN Declaration of Facts giving the following information:





a.	Year, make and VIN's involved in the rebuilding of the vehicle


b.	From whom and when the vehicle and/or parts were obtained


c.	What work was completed to build or rebuild the vehicle and why a Colorado assigned VIN is required


d.	What attempts were made to contact the owner(s) of record to insure they have no interest in the part(s) used


e.	That the vehicle is roadworthy, operational and meets all safety requirements in CRS 42-4-201 through 233





7.	SUBMIT APPLICATION - When these steps have been completed, applicant


will submit application to either:





a.	county motor vehicle office


b.	state title section


			Applications submitted to the county motor vehicle office will be checked by the county. The DR-2408, Application for Colorado Assigned VIN, must be included with the applicant area completed. If paperwork appears to be in order, the county will submit the application to the state title section. When the application is submitted to the county the Assigned VIN fee must be collected by the county. The receipt must be included in the Assigned VIN application. Do not remit the money with the


application





8.	APPLICATION REVIEW - When the application is received by the state title section and the paperwork is approved, an Assigned VIN will be issued.�


9.	APPLICATION APPROVAL - Once the Assigned Vin is issued, all documents in the application are stamped and numbered. The application id then microfilmed, and the film number is recorded.�


10.	CSP - The Colorado State Patrol Auto Theft section picks up the applications and Assigned VIN plates weekly from the state title section.


Appointments to affix the Assigned VIN to the vehicle are made by the Colorado State Patrol. Applicants will be contacted by mail or phone.�


11.	BOND REQUIREMENTS - The paperwork will be returned to the applicant at the time that the Assigned VIN is affixed and CSP will inform them  if they are required to bond. 





A.	Appraisal from a Licensed Colorado Dealer:





			Any licensed Colorado automobile dealer may give a retail appraisal. It must be on the dealer's letterhead, signed, dated and state the dealership's license number. If statement is no on dealer's letterhead, the statement must be notarized of given under penalty of perjury, giving the same information. For title, the appraisal must be over $200.00. If the appraisal is less than $200.00 a Salvage Title must be applied for. A dealership may do its own appraisal when bonding for title in their name. This appraisal may be for the wholesale value of the vehicle.





			Appraisal must be for the current condition of the vehicle at the time of titling. An appraisal over forty-five(45) days is not acceptable.





			NOTE: A rubber stamped dealership name is NOT letterhead.


       


        12.   SUBMIT APPLICATION FOR TITLE - Upon completion of all paperwork, the applicant will submit the Assigned VIN application the their county motor vehicle office to apply for a title. All numbered 


documents must be present in the application. In applications requiring a bond, the bond and the appraisal will not be numbered but must be.





	 





		Customer Service


		Title / Registration


		Cheryl


