I am Ikoma Nishimura and this is the scroll and story of a Lion samurai-ko, Matsu Shishioko.

She is somewhat large, typical for a member of the Matsu family. Her long brown hair is always clean and well kept. Large brown eyes illustrate the face -bright and always fixed on their target, no matter what that may be. An interesting fact is that her nose, small and unassuming is perfect and unharmed. Her cheekbones are angular and somewhat rosy on her (not so courtly but very military like) tanned skin (and face). Shishioko is gifted with a small, welcoming smile and perfect teeth. She is gifted with a strong, well-toned body, enhanced from the rigors of her continuous training. Her arms are strong and toned. She has the Matsu Mon tattooed after her gemppuku on her right palm, indicating her ability with the claws. The single birthmark on her body is an olive on her back, at about the same position as the navel.

A striking feature on her body is the neck: It is somewhat offsetted, a thing that discomforts most people. A closer scrutiny will reveal a scar, just above the left collarbone – a reminder from a training accident who left her unconscious for a couple of days, I can almost hear her calm and reserved voice:


“It was a bright, almost bleached, summer morning. Falcons were soaring high above the training fields besides Shiro Matsu where I was sparring with my doshi in the UnitType1, AkodoMale1- he is quite skilled. On an attacking spree from my behalf, AkodoMale1 seemed reserved, drown on defense. For a moment I realized he was drawing me out and then I become aware that his brown eyes turned black the instant his boken landed on my neck.


Everything turned gray. I found myself standing before a dark brooding figure, holding overhead, single-handedly a spear. An Ebony Spear. Awareness caught up with me. Emma-O, Fortune of Death. HE looked down on me, that I know even though I couldn’t see his expression. I thought: <<Since my duty is deemed complete, I am ready>>. Then with a wave from his powerful hand, he cast me back, over a thin bridge shrouded by mists. Next thing I heard- even before opening my eyes- was KitsuFemale1, our assigned healer, shouting my name.”

Matsu Shishioko was born in Date1, in the month of the Honorable, in the day of the Loyal, on the hour of the Sage,Meditation is the sole child of MatsuFemale1, participant in the glorious BattleName1, and MatsuMale1 who served as an Imperial Magistrate during the harsh years of StorylineEvent1, with a reputation as effective but somewhat harsh (that is for non-Matsu standards). Before Shishioko was aged enough to be sent for formal training, she would listen to her father recounting riddles and Matsu investigating techniques (Dah!). When at bed, her mother would tell her stories of Glory, Honor, Horror and Death, and the little girl wouldn’t cry or shudder but stare at her mother, proud.

The driving motivation for Shishioko-chan is to prove herself usefull to her clan, complete her duty and honor Emma-O.

The person whom Matsu-chan trusts above all others is Ikoma Nishimura, whom is the designated liaison in her unit and whom Shishioko-chan trusts explicitly after he arranged for acceptance on the Kitsu Tombs and an audience with Kitsu2 about her experience. Myself I keep regular correspondence with her and we sometimes walk and discuss together. Her tea is remarkable.

Shishioko-san’s greatest strength is her devotion to bushido and her Lord. The only thing I could find as weakness is her desire to help EVERYONE (See courage – Yu).

Matsu Shishioko is deeply touched by the tenets of bushido. It is a shining light, the beacon of the soul, the power that keeps the world together.


“The Lion clan has always been the Right Hand. They are sworn in the Service of the Empire and therefore they must be humble and bring low the arrogant and protect the weak.”

I can hear her determined voice: “Emma-O is not distant. He is the center of each samurai’s life: his death. He should be rather respect and honored than feared. Besides when one does his duty honorably, what one has to fear from his reward?”

Matsu Shishioko is not married. She is willing to serve her clan, any time and any way it is required.

Myself once thought of probing her loyalty. Her reply came in a reserved voice: “What sort of question is this *? My Loyalty is For the Empire, Duty, Clan, Family and Unit!”

As far as I have observed, her most favorite possession is a set of porcelain tea cups, gift as I found from her father. One of the things she adores is the reading of books, lots of them. One of the few things that I came to realize that displeases her is the presence of unwashed samurai.

Matsu Shishioko doesn’t seem to have any recurring mannerisms (actually she does: when distressed her eyes dart around and if ashamed, her cheeks rose a little bit more…) nor have I ever seen her curse, at least since she seems to put to a completely new context to the ancient Lion proverb-curse: “May you live in interesting times”.

Shishioko-san’s driving emotion is that of non-intruding steadfast amicality, to be of assistance to others, to serve the Clan. She seems behumbled on any ancestral shrine and she really enjoys Kakita Morushujin’s “No Man’s Bride”.

I have seen her once in a funeral pire. It was after the BattleName2, where our UnitType1 suffered its first losses. She wasn’t neither sad nor angry. She had a calm look as if meditating. Then she escorted KitsuFemale1 in the ritual by voicing to Emma-O to judge our companions ‘s spirits.

I think that if she were to face a case of insubordination, Matsu Shishioko would address the subject fairly. I consider that she would try to comprehend the insubordinate’s point of view so that she would better guide him.

The one time Shishioko-san got acknowledged from Matsu Miwako (Master Sensei at that time at Shiro Matsu) was when she smiled upon receiving her tattoo. The comment was: “Intresting…”

Her heavy (always full with gauntlets) armor -fine- is built around somewhat neutral body lines and is in the typical Lion colors. The positioning of mons is the same as her kimono (the typical). An interesting fact is that the armor is decorated with a cord of brown and gold around the left arm (the opposite from the Deathseekers badge). When queried about, Matsu Shishioko replied with a warm smile: “ It was thus crafted. That must stand for something. I wouldn’t dishonor the armorer by altering his work.”

Suggestions: 

UnitType1: a military unit of the appropriate type for Matsu Shishioko to serve in (based on her glory)

AkodoMale1: Akodo Bushi who has True Love for Shishioko. Might be Akodo Hiju? (to use the material from Way of the Lion – Battle of Blood and Snow?)

KitsuFemale1: Kitsu Shugenja or Sodan Senzo, might turn later on the narrative as a source of information on Emma-O?

Date1: Date and time of Midoru’s conceiving (from Story appears as around 20 years before Reign of Blood. Need info on the others, a signal for her character and her interest in Theology

BattleName1: Battle at an appropriate time (Oblivion’s Gate?)

MatsuFemale1: A storyline or better CCG character (if possible), appearing in (and hopefully surviving) Battle1

MatsuMale1: Any Matsu Magistrate or a fictional character.

StorylineEvent1: Any appropriate period where Imperial Magistrates played an important role.

Kitsu2: Kitsu Juri (?)

BattleName2: A recent conflict, in which Lion troops participated and won (Domotai’s Sacrifice? Battle at Kyuden Tonbo?)

*Nishimura-sama? Nishimura-san?

