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Introduction
Many of today’s conservation related problems are rooted in human conflicts over competing demands for shared natural resources - water, fossil-fuels and the Earth's biological diversity. Though recognition of the dependence of human health and well-being on sustainable resource management is growing, there is also increased competition for shared natural resources, which often lead to conflicts. 

Parks are an important element in conservation strategy. But creating a national park prohibits access to land and natural resources. In the past this was done at the expense of the local people living on or near the park area. This approach was based on the US national park model. But this often results in illegal poaching, graft, and assorted other illegal activities.

A community-based approach is necessary for nature conservation and conserving the biodiversity of a region. Conservationists believe that the intervention should be based on the conviction that if the communities living in and around national park have a direct and substantial economic stake in the resources, they can become willing partners in conservation efforts. This approach to conservation, where ever is in place have proved beneficial. The approach is based on the principle which believes that, in the long run, conservation will succeed if the benefits of conservation are enhanced while; costs are reduced for the local communities. Various field experiences have proved that awareness and participation is the basic strategy for national park management. Organising stakeholders, enhancing the skills of the local people, providing opportunities for income generation activities, encouraging community savings through environmental education and participation among local communities help in socio-economic uplift of the local community. This leads to active cooperation in the conservation of the park’s natural resources.

Protected areas in developing countries like India are subjected to pressures primarily from four types of activities: 

1. Commercial activities like commercial extraction of timber and other non-timber forest resources, commercial fishing and mining, location and impact of industry and of tourist facilities and activities, and organized poaching. 

2. Development activities aimed at the economic development of the region and the country like construction of irrigation and hydroelectric projects, roads and transmission lines, and the location and impact of towns and cities. 

3. Subsistence activities by the local people aimed at meeting their basic survival needs including their need for biomass, water, raw materials, and incomes as well as their physical well being and that of their livestock. 

4. Religious and cultural activities. 

A significant proportion of population in developing countries is partly or wholly dependent on nature for their basic needs which is perceived as conflicting with what is considered to be the requirements of biodiversity conservation. As per law none of these activities are permitted in a national park, and only limited grazing is permitted in a sanctuary. As a result, the network of protected areas displaces hundreds of thousands of often the poorest of poor people by denying them access to the resources they require for their survival.
EC & P as a tool for Sustainable Living

The United Nations Conference on Environment and Development held in Rio de Janeiro in 1990, adopted Agenda 21, an ambitious program for achieving sustainable development in the 21st century. Agenda 21 has 40 chapters; Chapter 36 focuses on "Promoting Education, Public Awareness and Training." A sampling of its contents follows: 

. . . Both formal and no formal education are . . . critical for achieving environmental and ethical awareness, values and attitudes, skills and behavior consistent with sustainable development. . . . 

Environmental education is an important tool in helping people explore and develop more sustainable life styles. It is viewed as a means to help individuals, groups and communities to develop their own pathways to sustain sustainable living. Environmental education now a days is considered as a valuable in realizing learning goals such as helping citizens become environmentally knowledgeable, skilled and dedicated people who are willing to work individually and collectively, towards achieving a balance between the quality of life and the quality of environment. Environmental education thus is a multidisciplinary form of education, which focuses on nature, environment and society as interdependent and inseparable entities. The development of values and environmental ethics is fundamental here.

Guiding Principles
· Balance Between Human Needs and the Environment

· Maximize Community Participation through Environmental Education

· Linking Economic, Environmental and Ethical Factors
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The field of environmental education can not be seen as isolated from other field that focus on human rights issues, development issues, conflict issues and peace. Environmental issues involved ethical questions regarding the sharing of the world’s natural resources. As we look to the future, we need to take a closer look at issues of human rights, development, conflict and peace.
Public participation has grown over the past few years, mainly in tune with a greater public awareness of threats to the quality of life. In many Caribbean countries, the changed perception of the role of civil society in achieving the objectives of the Earth Summit has resulted in close collaboration between governments, community organizations and the private sector in setting standards and preparing environmental policies and action plans. In some countries, this collaboration is formalized in moves to decentralize governance to the community level. Community organisations have also made significant contributions in the creation and management of protected areas such as the Kingshill Forest Reserve in St Vincent and the Grenadines, the Montego Bay Marine Park in Jamaica, and in Trinidad and Tobago where concerned individuals and Community organisations, with government support, introduced a 'co-management' arrangement entrusting responsibility for the management of beaches where turtles nest to villagers. 

Public participation is also becoming institutionalized through legislative requirements. St Lucia, for example, has included special provisions for public participation in amendments to its National Trust Act and the St Lucia National Trust, along with the Caribbean Natural Resources Institute, is spearheading nation-wide participation in protected area management. 


The information generally available on environmental issues has increased, particularly since the Rio Conference. Programmes to develop information systems and data management in support of environmental policies have been created in several countries. In several countries, there are different information systems working on specific aspects, managed by sectoral institutions, such as the Information System of Protected Areas of the National Office for Biodiversity Conservation in Bolivia.

History
The history of national parks and protected areas began in the United States with the establishment of Yellowstone National Park in 1872 and the intended goal was to prevent private acquisition and exploitation of the park’s unique landscape and to preserve the land from human impact. This incorporated the “Top down” approach in the management of the parks.

Since the 1980s, the sustainable use of resources and management has undergone a revolution. The transformation has been quite enough and these conservation practices were unrecognizable even 20 years ago. Earlier conservation practices were based on the protection of nature to excluding humans. Now the local people are seen as the main element of conservation. In country after country, new policies on forests, wildlife, irrigation, protected areas, fisheries, and other types of renewable resources seek to involve local residents in the management of these resources. Local people are no longer considered an obstacle to effective conservation; however they are seen to be critical to conservation. The chief characteristic of this shift in strategy can be understood by focus on participation of local populations in resource management. The local populations were earlier seen as one of the chief culprits in environmental degradation; today they are regarded as necessary, and potentially significant actors on behalf of local involvement in resource management. 

It may be considered that the subsistence of poor local populations with protected areas can lead to over harvesting of products from a threatened resource base; but at the same time, it has also now become conventional perception that excluding people from resources or follow draconian, top-down conservation policies would lead to the conflict between local people and conservation practices and would make them enemy of conservation. At the same time, if we involve local residents in the protection of resources, it would lead to more effective conservation of natural resources. 

The transformation of conservation strategies is especially evident with the conservation of protected areas; earlier conservation strategies of protected areas were advocated as the exclusion of human activities that led to erosion of biodiversity and higher levels of consumption and harvesting pressures on fragile ecosystem processes. The strategy to involve humans in protected area management is therefore all the more striking. There is a remarkable degree of consensus on the concept of local involvement is a good thing. Almost all tropical countries either have some programs that seek local participation in park management, or they are in the process of developing such plans. 

Participation of stakeholders like Village institutions, local Community organisations, Forest Departments and Schools are necessary for appropriate implementation of the program and to bring a lasting effect. Educational programs on environment become participatory and effective only when these are linked with the livelihood options and overall development of the area.

Types of benefits

Direct benefits

• Access to some subsistence and commercial products

• Share of revenues from hunting, tourism concessions, sales of timber, sale of valuable non-timber forest products (NTFPs)

• Share of incomes from permit and license fees

• Employment

• Support for alternative livelihood activities

• More productive resource base

• Infrastructure development (schools, clinics, roads, etc.)

Indirect benefits

• Organisational development and strengthening

• New alliances (e.g. with Community organisations)

• New channels of communication with government

• Diversification of livelihoods/income







