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Maiden, Mother, Crone

Sylvia’s fulfillment of life


The conclusion of Moods is not a condemnation of Sylvia Yule, but rather an exaltation of Sylvia Moor. In her short twenty-one years of existence, Sylvia fulfilled the stages of life which only the most blessed of women are able to achieve. She was Sylvia Yule in the birth of her maidenhood and before she left this stage of life, she became Mrs. Moor. She lived life carelessly and impulsively as maidens do. She rejected and accepted love, struggled with the meaning of her life, experienced suffering and joy and tempered it all with the best of intentions and good will. 

She excitedly contrived a way to join her brother, Mark, and his friends, Moor and Warwick, on a trip up the river. During this trip she developed a great interest in Warwick and eventually falls in love with him. When she believes Warwick has been married she impulsively agrees to marry Moor, who has been begging for her hand in marriage. 


The end of her maidenhood is marked by her honest confession to Moor, and finally is cousin, Faith, concerning her unconquerable love for Warwick. Faith advises her to marry neither man, remaining unmarried. Marking her emersion into motherhood, she selflessly obeys. 

Sylvia, though having no children of her own, served her matriarchal duties in caring for her father, her sister, and then, her niece, little Sylvia. She found peace and contentment in endearing, encouraging and protecting those she cared for. 

Intent on making her life a blessing to her father, she lived for him entirely. Sylvia learned to know her father. “No one was so much to her as he; no one so fully entered into her thoughts and feelings,” (Alcott, 190). She counseled her sister in her upcoming marriage, posing questions to be sure this man would be a good husband. She cared for Mark’s child, little Sylvia, as if she were her own, running to her crib at any inclination of need and singing lullabies with a cheerful voice. 


Finally, she became the crone, possessing and sharing the wisdom of life, which usually belongs solely to the elderly, having more experience in life than young Sylvia. The Crone is a being of age-old wisdom. She is shrew and counsels well. She cares for those life brings to her to counsel. Predicting and accepting her fate easily, Sylvia spent her last days joyfully, helping those who loved her rejoice in the success of her life, as she did. 


She taught Mark how blessed he was in finding a wife he truly loved and saved little Sylvia heartbreak by teaching her parents how to help her avoid the mistakes, which old Sylvia did not. 
Sylvia taught her husband about life and the knowledge that that love must be guided by reason. The pain and the joy she brought into Moor’s life will teach him how to live, making him ready for the voyage toward eternity that Sylvia was embarking on. 
She taught her lover, Adam, how to love, making him “worthier of eternal life for having known the discipline of love,” (Alcott, 215). 
Sylvia taught her father hope and the knowledge that no matter what pain he suffered in life, he could make good come of it.

“Who could doubt that [Sylvia] had learned [it is possible for any human being, though all trials, temptations, and mistakes, to bring good out of evil, hope from despair, success from defeat], when from the ruins of the perishable body the imperishable soul rose steadfast and serene, proving that after the long bewilderment of life and love it has attained the eternal peace,” (Alcott, 216). 


Had Sylvia not been the maiden she was, she would never have come to the understanding of the Crone. For this reason, her early death does not condemn her maidenhood, but gives appreciation to this careless life and its maturation into her motherhood. The life of one possessing great wisdom could never be condemned. 
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