January 9, 2008

Kelly Paul

Marketing Specialist

Central Carolina Region

512 South Mangum Street

3rd Floor

Durham, NC 27701

Dear Kelly,

You can’t imagine how grateful we are for the support of the SunTrust Foundation. Because of your support, the Carolina Theatre has gone from an organization struggling to get by to being named among the top five organizations of its kind by Triangle Business Journal.

On behalf of the Board of Trustees and the staff of The Carolina Theatre of Durham, I respectfully request that SunTrust Foundation consider a $30,000 contribution to continue this historic legacy.

This partnership between the non-profit Carolina Theatre of Durham, Inc. and the SunTrust Foundation helps us to expand our diverse programming schedule, subsidize admission for schools and community groups, increase the publicity of our provocative and inspiring events and enhance the community life of Durham and the Triangle region.

Your donations fuel enchanting childhood experiences and field trips.  Last October, we celebrated ten years of producing the invaluable Arts Discovery Series in collaboration with educators.

Because of your generosity, we continue to create links within a diverse community.  Our programs engage different parts of our community regardless of age, orientation, ethnicity or socioeconomic differences.  In fact, last June, we won the 2007 Circle of Influence Diversity Award of the Durham Chamber of Commerce in recognition of our programs and our daily business practices.  

Your investment in the Theatre has yielded many strong returns. Some indicators of our success, shown in our 2006-07 fiscal year, include: 

· Strong Educational Outreach….More than 42,000 children from all over the Triangle enjoyed educational and family programming at The Carolina Theatre.

· Art and Culture…The Carolina Presents Series featured 44 live performances providing culturally diverse national and international entertainment.

· Economic vitality…. Out-of-town patrons who came to Durham to attend an event at The Carolina Theatre generated more than $5 million during their stays.
· Diverse entertainment….The Carolina Theatre, operating Durham’s only first-run independent cinema, welcomed patrons to more than 2,000 film screenings. In addition to the daily film program, The Carolina presented the Retrofantasma Film Series, showcased horror films from all over the world at the 8th annual Nevermore Film Festival, and attracted thousands of fans from throughout the southeast to its signature event, the 11th annual NC Gay & Lesbian Film Festival.
· Cultural Resource….The Carolina continues to serve as an asset and partner to numerous cultural organizations, providing professional Technical, Audiences Services and Marketing support for many area organizations such as the Durham Savoyards, Durham Symphony, NC Symphony, Full Frame Documentary Film Festival, Long Leaf Opera, Chamber Orchestra Ensemble of the Triangle, North Carolina Youth Tap Ensemble, Light-up Durham, and Triangle Youth Ballet.
SunTrust’s corporate contribution helps us offer programs that benefit the community, but don't fully pay for themselves through ticket revenue.  These may include workshops or master classes, lecture demonstrations or reduced or free tickets to underserved populations. 

One such program is our new Pathways to Understanding series, which utilizes issue, commedia, story telling and physical theatre to reveal, through the theatrical imagination, the humor and the suffering of our personal lives and the society around us. The series provides powerful messages in a way that audiences understand and respond to. It allows arts and culture to play a stronger role in building bridges toward acceptance of diversity and other aspects of community life in Durham. 

In the past two years, Pathways to Understanding has featured 

· spoken word pioneers The Last Poets; 

· the smash-hit play on racial stereotyping, N*gger Wetb*ck Ch*nk; 

· Smokescreen, a play that encouraged real-life dialogue on the issue of teenage drug use; 

· Wrecked, a play about alcohol abuse, peer pressure and family dynamics; 
· and a remarkable performance of music, dance, and theater by artists who were impacted by the hurricane in UPROOTED: The Katrina Project.

Your gift also allows us to continue to present high caliber events specifically with families in mind. These events are affordably priced for families and include free, interactive activities for children prior to each show.

The Carolina Theatre is indeed an investment that pays off in many ways…

· As a economic stimulus for downtown

· As a cultural resource for numerous community groups

· As a historic legacy for our city

· As a dynamic venue for the arts

· As a living classroom for our children

Through its signature programs, the Carolina reaches out with cutting edge theatre, music, family-priced entertainment, curriculum-based, school time performances, critically acclaimed international films and festivals to patrons of all interests. The Carolina Theatre offers something for everyone as we continue to serve greater Durham and the entire Triangle region. 

Unwavering community support, like that of the SunTrust Foundation, is the key to our continued success. Thank you for considering a $30,000 contribution to The Carolina Theatre, which will help us remain a vital part of downtown Durham. 

I have enclosed our 2006-07 Audit, 2006-07 Annual Report, the 2007 Fall edition of our newsletter, Encore, and our playbill, Curtain Call, for your review. If you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Sincerely,

Connie Campanaro

Cc: R. Dean Hamric

