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The Carolina Theatre of Durham, Inc. 

309 West Morgan Street

Durham, NC 27701

www.carolinatheatre.org * (919) 560-3040 
Mission, History and Community

The Carolina Theatre of Durham, Inc is a 501(c) (3) nonprofit organization founded in 1992 by a group of civic and corporate leaders who were determined to preserve the historic treasure and ensure that it would be utilized as a cultural resource for the entire community to enjoy.  The facility built in 1926 and meticulously restored from 1992-1994, is a Beaux-Arts style theatre owned by the City of Durham and operated by the nonprofit corporation.  The theatre houses two cinemas for first-run independent film as well as the AJ Fletcher Hall for the performing arts.  The Carolina Theatre’s mission is to serve greater Durham and the Triangle region with vibrant, thought provoking programs of the performing and cinematic arts.  We strive to contribute to the cultural and economic vitality of downtown Durham and to delight and educate our children and future leaders.  We achieve our mission in the following ways: 

· Strong Educational Outreach: Last year more than 38,000 children from all over the Triangle enjoyed educational programming at the theatre.

· Art and Culture: The Carolina Presents Series featured 37 live performances last year, including 18 Arts Discovery School Days performances, providing opportunities for enrichment for a wide variety of patrons.

· Economic vitality: Approximately 2 million people have visited The Carolina Theatre since it re-opened in 1994.

· Diverse entertainment: Last year, more than 80,000 attended 200 films from around the world. 

· Cultural Resource: The staff provides professional technical, audiences services and marketing support for many area cultural organizations such as the North Carolina Symphony, Chamber Orchestra Ensemble of the Triangle, North Carolina Youth Tap Ensemble, , Light-up Durham, Triangle Youth Ballet, and the Chinese American Friendship Association. 

It is our expectation that 175,000 arts patrons will enjoy the many offerings in this facility during our fiscal year July 1, 2007 – June 30, 2008.   Nearly half of the audience is expected to come from Durham County, 35% from the remaining Triangle-area and 20% from outside the Triangle.  We strive to achieve racial and cultural diversity in attendance that closely mirrors the surrounding populations.  Best estimate: 35% African American, 5-10% Asian, 5-10% Latino and 40% Caucasian, 5% Other.  The theatre is a barrier-free facility. Wheelchairs may access the performance hall from the main lobby.  Special seating is available in The Carolina Theatre for the mobility impaired and other patrons with special needs.
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Facts about The Carolina Theatre
· Our customers are more than twice as likely to have a household income of more than $145,000/year.

· Our customers are almost 3 times as likely to have a home valued at more than $350,000 and 2.5 times as likely to have a home valued at more than $1 million. 

· 40% are between the ages of 25 and 44. 

· 54% of our audience is between the ages of 45 and 64. 

Given the age, income and household status of our customers, you can see that our audience has a high disposable income to spend at Wendy’s!
	1923
	Durham High School opens at Duke Street Location. The City of Durham chooses to renovate former Morris Street School for City Hall and to construct an auditorium on an adjacent vacant lot.

	1925
	Bids for construction are accepted May 1, 1925. Budget for the auditorium is $250,000.

	1926
	The new building is completed and opens on February 2 with the "Kiwanis Jollies." The Durham Auditorium provides for both public functions and live entertainment such as high school commencements, Miss Durham contests and national touring attractions like Will Rogers' "Ziegfeld's Sally." The City Council leases operation of the auditorium to Mr. J.M. Hackney. The Carolina becomes the only Durham theatre to admit African Americans, though there are separate entrances, ticket booths, seating and lounges.

	1927
	Famed African-American opera singer, Marian Anderson, performs for an audience of all races.

	1929
	The lease agreement with Mr. Hackney expires. The City Council decides that more revenue can be generated if the theatre is remodeled to accommodate movies. Don Nichols is hired as the new manager and the auditorium opens with "The Fox Moveietone Follies of 1929."

	1930
	The Durham Auditorium is leased to Publix-Saenger Theatres of North Carolina. A flashing light marquee is installed and movies are the main attraction. Some live performances still occur and include Katherine Hepburn in "The Philadelphia Story" and Tullulah Bankhead in "The Little Foxes."

	1940-1945
	Due to popularity, there are as many as five movie showings a day. A bus depot across the street brings soldiers from Camp Butner. War bonds are sold and tin cans collected as admission for films to support the war effort. Windows are painted black to accommodate blackout regulations. Bulbs are removed from a portion of the flashing light marquee. The lights were making a rising-sun pattern that resembled the symbol of Japan too closely. The theatre hosted the original cast tour of "Oklahoma."

	1948
	Movie attendance declines after the war. A modern air conditioning system is installed to draw more people.

	1950
	In August, the lease is transferred to Abercrombie Enterprises, Inc.

	1960s
	As a city-owned building, the theatre becomes a focal point of civil rights activists in Durham.

	1963
	The theatre becomes integrated by a court order during the summer.

	1977
	The Carolina Theatre is the only remaining theatre of the original 13 in Durham. In June, the City Council asks to be released from its contract with Abercrombie Enterprises in order to close down the theatre. Crawford-Carolina Corporation agrees to upkeep the building while the City decides its fate. The North Carolina Department of Archives and History completes a historic survey of Downtown Durham. The Carolina Theatre is noted as a "significant building in the city" and the entire center portion of downtown is placed on the National Register of Historic Places.

	1978
	In March, the City Council agrees to lease the auditorium to the Carolina Cinema Corporation (not-for-profit) to run as an art film theatre. On June 14, The Carolina Theatre reopens with a Charlie Chaplin film festival.

	1986
	Durham County and the City of Durham appropriate $7.8 million from a bond issue to restore the Carolina Theatre.

	1988
	Construction for the Omni Hotel and Civic Center next door forces the Carolina to close in July.

	1992
	Construction begins on The Carolina Theatre restoration project. The Not-for-Profit Carolina Theatre of Durham, Inc was formed to manager the theatre.

	1993
	In December 31, the new cinema wing appears.

	1994
	On February 2, the newly restored Fletcher Hall and original auditorium reopens.

	1998
	The Carolina Theatre of Durham Inc. signs a 10 year management agreement with the City of Durham to program, operate and manage The Carolina Theatre complex.

	2001
	The Carolina Theatre celebrates its 75th birthday by welcoming the 1,000,000th (one millionth) customer since reopening in 1994. 
The Video Library closes on June 30 and the collection is sold to the Durham County Library 

	2002
	In August, The Carolina Theatre presents a ceremonial check for $200,000 during the Durham County Commissioners meeting to signify the full payback of the county loan.

	2003   
	July 1 marks the beginning of the 10th anniversary season pf performing arts being produced by The Carolina Theatre of Durham, Inc.

Beginning July 7, the Fletcher Hall stage area was closed for three months to facilitate repairs and upgrades to the rigging and fly system.

	2004
	The Carolina Theatre of Durham, Inc. held a successful gala reception and fundraiser on Friday, February 6 in honor of the non-profit’s 10th anniversary. It was the largest event of its kind in the Carolina’s history. 


Ballet Gran Folklorico de Mexico
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Wendy’s Restaurants can support this exciting event while benefiting from the comprehensive marketing plan outlined to promote this spectacular performance in the intimate setting of Carolina Theatre’s beautiful Fletcher Hall.  

Ballet Gran Folklorico de Mexico Sponsorship

           



     $2,500

Live Performance Benefits

· Product Category exclusive Sponsor of Ballet Gran Folklorico de Mexico performance on October 25, 2007
· Company name listed as supporter in Curtain Call
· Company name and/or logo on media such as print ads, posters, postcards, email fan club, radio, and television to promote Ballet Gran Folklorico de Mexico performance

· Company name included in all press releases

· Logo on Carolina Theatre website and link to company website for  2007/2008 Season

· ½ page ad in Curtain Call playbill 

· Company banner on Carolina Theatre façade during Ballet Gran Folklorico de Mexico performance (you provide banner)

· On site display table in Carolina Theatre Lobby to promote products/services during Ballet Gran Folklorico de Mexico performance

· 6 tickets to Ballet Gran Folklorico de Mexico performance

· Stage acknowledgment as sponsor of Ballet Gran Folklorico de Mexico performance
Bonus Benefits:

· Carolina Theatre Plaza Paver inscribed with Company name

· Corporate Care Benefits (ticket discount program) for company employees. Your employees receive a $3 to $5 per ticket discount to any Carolina Theatre sponsored performance for remainder of 2007/2008 season

· Complimentary Ballroom rental (pending availability)   





































Children from Durham’s Operation Breakthrough enjoy a quilt display after seeing a production of “Are You Ready My Sister” at the Carolina Theatre of Durham.





February 2007 





EDUCATIONAL OUTREACH








Thursday, October 25, 2007





With folk traditions played out in song and dance, Mexico’s international touring ensemble of singers, dancers and musicians makes a splash with this colorful, rhythmic, exciting performance.  In a swirl of authentic costumes, the ensemble performs traditional dances from ancient Incan and Aztec ritual to modern Mariachi dances.
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